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Foreword 


We have great pleasure in publishing another valuable work on the 
illustrious life of the Prophet Muhammad, by Dr Zakaria Bashier. His 
earlier titles in the series published by the Foundation, Life of the Prophet 
in Makkah y Hijra : Story and Significance and Sunshine atMadinah, have 
received wide acclaim from both scholars and general readers. All these 
titles draw on original Arabic sources and show wide familiarity with 
recent works in the field. In exploring effectively and energetically the 
various aspects and dimensions of the Prophets life, Zakaria Bashiers 
focus is on establishing the relevance of the Prophet’s role model for 
our lives. In so doing, his works transcend the ordinary writings on 
the subject which are concerned mainly with relating a factual account 
of the life and achivements of the Prophet. Zakaria Bashiers works 
draw us closer to this exemplary man, his life-enriching teachings, 
his noble Companions, and above all, the blessed mission of Islam. 
Reading these, one gets a fair idea of how the Qur’an and the Prophets 
guidance helped transform the notorious, lawless Arab bedouins into 
embodiments of virtues discipline and leadership. His writings bring 
into sharper focus the unassuming Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) and his selfless Companions who never hesitate to sacrifice 
all that they had for the sake of Allah and for the cause of Islam. 

This latest addition to the series entitled War and Peace in the 
Life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) whilst retaining 
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any inconsistency in the Prophet’s word ^ freedom of ^ 
and practised the same ideals o c tr0 th is broug t ome with 
in Makkah as well as in Madinah • Th , insightful elucidation 0 f 
greater force and clarity by Z**”* aiio w Muslims to wage war if 
verses 5 and 29 of Surah al-Tawbah^ j is that peaceful co-existence 
necessary. The conclusion reache Y on j y a n exception. Islam 
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studied in proper sequence. 

I take this opportunity to thank the Foundation production team, 
especially Br Nasir Cadir for ensuring the publication of this title. May 
Allah reward all those who helped in its production and enable us to 
emulate the Prophets role model. (Amin) 


28 Ramadan 1426H 
31 October 2005 CE 


M. Manazir Ahsan 

Director General 
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Author’s Introduction 


One of the major charges pressed against Islam is that it is a violent 
religion which was spread by the sword. Quite a few of the orientalists 
of old and new have pressed this charge to its extreme limits, in every 
field of their study of Islam, and it has now been given new vogue and 
momentum after the sorrowful events of September 11. 

The orientalists claim that what had been a peaceful and dovish 
Islam, in its initial Makkan phase, had suddenly become aggressive 
and power-seeking, when it assumed statehood in its Madman Phase. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) himself was accused of being 
inconsistent in his practices in Madinah with what he used to preach 
in Makkah about tolerance and freedom of religious belief, and that 
there is no compulsion in religion. 

Be that as it may, some recent studies of this topic appeared which 
tried to interpret this change in the course of Islam - i.e. from being 
peaceful and tolerant in Makkah, to being violent and aggressive in 
Madinah - by making use of the concept of Qur’anic verses which 
were abrogated by Allah, Himself. It is alleged, in these recent studies, 
that the early Makkan Quranic verses calling for religious tolerance 
and peaceful coexistence with the adherents of other religious faiths, 
especially with the People of the Book, were abrogated by the so- 
called verses of the sword of Surah al-Tawbah (Repentance), i.e. verses 
numbers 5 and 29. 
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a months are drawn away, slay the idolaters 
Tbe n when the sacre ^ ^ fto> ^ and 

* herever r2m at even' place of ambush. But if they repent, and 
^hl prayer. and pay zakah (alms), then let them go them 

way. [al-Tawbah 9:5] 
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2£ , vto CM and His Messenger have forbtdden, such men as 
'Irisencthe religion of,ruth, beingofthose who have been gw, 

L Book, until they pay jizyah with mlhng subm.sswn, and feel 
themselves subdued. [al-Tawbah 9:29] 

This reading of the situation, which inevitably depicts Islam 
as a hawkish, violent religion, seems to me to be plainly mistaken. 
The basic position of Islam is that religious convictions can only be 
disseminated by means of valid arguments and persuasive proofs. No 
man can be made to believe sincerely in any ideas or theories through 
compulsion or force. For a coerced person may pretend to believe 
under the force of fear and intimidation, but that is not genuine faith, 
since it will be forsaken at the earliest chance that freedom of thought 
presents itself. 

The theory put forward in this study [War and Peace in the life 
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)] is that peace and 
peaceful coexistence with people of other faiths is the rule and custom 
in Islamic shari ah and Islamic way of life. Islam resorts to war only 
when it is compelled to defend itself against outside aggression. 
Almost all the historic wars waged by Islam can be construed as 
gjust wars launched in self-defense, or against tyrant rulers and 
m!dp n r men ’ women a nd children were oppressed and 
constmer?’ be * hey MuSl ‘ m ° r non - M usl>m. Especially, war is 

'brightofm e8 “ t lmate a8 . ainS ‘ tyrantS and dictators who P revent 

or intimidation" ' V ° rshlp God ^mighty freely and without fear 
°PPressed men w ^ ^ matter ln Is l a m which religion these 

have to be Muslims™ 1 ^ey professin S- The y do n0t 

e J ews °r Christians or followers 
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mscript, which became the longest manuscript ever to remain in 
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' during which il would be completed (Wa Li Kulli Ajalin Kitab). 

a *■ ■ 












l. PROLOGUE het (peace be 

Throughout the Makkan phase ofhts ^ ^ poly(helsts 

upon him) endured the oppression ordered his besieged 

of Makkah, with an ever-patient forbearance. He orderea m 5 

and hard-pressed Companions and followers to do the same. So, to 
thirteen years, their strategy was one of peaceful resistance. They 
argued and reasoned, they explained the theses of Islam; the promise 
it holds for mankind in this life and in the next. The most they allowed 
themselves was to engage their interlocutors in polemic; wherein they 
attempted to substantiate their claims, and criticize the false beliefs 
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Bedouins surrounding Madina , Jeter them was to 

andtr admonsofpreda,oryra 1 d,ng:theonywaytodeetn 

demonstrate to them that the new state of Mad.nah was not an easy 
prey; they had to be persuaded that it would be unwise for them to 
consider attacking the Muslims, in hope of plunder and booty. 

The disposition of the Quraysh was obviously the central concern 
behind these verses of Surah al-Hajj. In a sense, these verses amounted 
to a declaration of war against the Quraysh. But the Quraysh was no 

be made. Within an overaUstrategyX”? “J t0 

out ahead of time, and every risk caefil L ^ t0 be thought 

Therefore m ' " as «nt Muslin, Pr °P e rty, but i,‘u * th th e 


■ on to fight back and not passively 
unequivocal 0*’*"* ^malpractices of the polytheists against 
r'ihSr^hisnew policyi* expressed in verses 39-40 of 

**#**Vi- m a new phase in the history of Islam. 

Hey were rere Prop het’s arrival there, and initiated a 

only a few m° nt s p ro phet (peace be upon him) and the 

regime was geared up to face the impending armed struggle with the 
nolytats, championed by the Quraysh from their base m Makkah. It 
«time to end the tyranny of the Quraysh, and destroy their power 
and influence. Not only were the Quraysh responsible for opposing 
the Muslims, and unjustly evicting them from their homes and lands, 
they were also a major obstacle in the way of Islam, preventing it from 
freely reaching the people of Arabia. 


2. PERMISSION TO WAGE WAR 

In effect, verses 39-40 of Surah al-Hajj not only made it permissible for 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) to fight back against his oppressors, 
they even suggest to him he should take up the challenge of armed 
resistance to polytheists in all earnest. This is implicit in the oblique 
promise, that God Almighty was capable of making the Muslims 
ictorious o\er their enemies, despite the obvious disparity in their 

respective military strengths: 

back) her ^ a ^ nst w ^ om war has been waged (to fight 
“r *7 -ranged, surety Allah is capable of 
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. , if j, almost a necessary condition and consequence 

of theMtutonsbelngestablished in the land, that they fight to uphold 
establish Islamic precepts, norms and ideals in the actual 


reality of their social order. 

Thus, seen in its historical and sociological context, waging war 
by the Prophet of Islam was quite a natural development from the 
Makkan phase. The old Christian polemic that Islam is a war-like 
religion is misconceived. Islam does not condole war as such, nor 
condole arbitrary resort to it. If anything, warring for its own sake 
is abhorred in the Qur an. But religious persecution, injustice and 
oppression are regarded as more abhorrent. If war becomes a necessary 
means of repelling aggression and removing evil and oppression, then 
the Muslims should not shy away from it. The military campaigns that 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) and his Muslim followers waged 
against the Quraysh, during the first eight years of the Hijrah era, and 
which culminated in the conquest of Makkah, were essentially wars 
of liberation with the strategic aim of containing, and then putting 

to the abuses of authority and power of the oppressive and 
tyrannical Quraysh. 
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3 MILITARY EXPEDITIONS (SARA YA ) 
rhe military expeditions were perhaps the first practical measures 
indertaken by the Prophet (peace be upon him) to implement the 
lew orientation in policy, commanded by the verses of Surah al-Hcljj 
:ited earlier. 


3.1 Hamzah’s Expedition 

In„! rSt n d t n ’ led by yamzah ’ was itched barely five 

months after the Prophet’s arrival in Madinah on the l?th P L , 
Awwal,year 13, ofhis mission ( 24 th lulv «r: u 2 h Rabl a1 ' 
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3.2 TheExpediU®^ ^ ^ ghawwal of the same year, 
The following "’" n,h ; 'j the Banu Hashim, a first cousin of the 
•Ubaydah ibn al-Har ^ ^ ^ second exp edition, comprising 
prophet (peace be upon ^ expedjtion and al s0 exclusively 

tiiicethenumbero _ succeeded in intercepting another 

made of the Muhajmn. r Abfi $ _ n himself Qn 
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Is rime with no third party to intervene, at the valley of Rabrgh, on 
the Red Sea coast between Makkah and Madinah. A minor skirmish 
took place, during which the gallant Sa ‘d ibn Abi al-Waqqas, who later 
distinguished himself in leading the Muslim armies to an astonishing 
victory against the Persians at Qadisiyyah, shot the first arrow in Islam, 
fatally wounding one of the polytheists of the Quraysh. However, no 
lull scale military engagement followed, and the two parties departed 
to their respective destinations. 

3.3 The Expedition of Sa‘d ibn Abi al-Waqqas 

In the next month Dhu al-Qa‘dah (January 623), a third expedition 
was dispatched, comprising twenty men led by Sa ‘d ibn Abi al-Waqqas 
himself. They pursued a small caravan of the Quraysh, but missed it. 

3.4 The Expedition of ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 

haH ^ T° St W0rt ^ w ^^ e °f the expeditions, and perhaps 
led bv consec l uences an d repercussions. It was 
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the farthest any Muslim force had ventured V ^ 

as indeed a mission fraugf 
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he sacred month of Rajab, in the 
H,, ’ auuui acven months after the expedition led 
iqqas. During these months, other expeditions 
% two led by the Prophet (peace be upon 

ve not included these exnndif • , . P ° 
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. the caravan, and hastened northwards to 

took Ac t ««ITT should catch up with him. 

Madinah, lest *« <** b( upon him) saw the two capt.ves and 
When the Pr<>P" e ! ^drami, he was visibly displeased 

kOTed d ° f ftnWsh 8 '1 did not order y0U *° C ° ndUCt m fighting in 

the sacred month! be him) was not on 

TheemP Hu,on <Z in the holy month of Rajab. This 
Sem proved’a major embarrassment to the Prophet (peace be 
„„on him) initially, since it was considered scandalous to Arabian 
customs to conduct fighting during four holy months, of which Rajab 
was one. The incident caused a great row throughout Arabia. The 
Quraysh made the most of it in their propaganda war against the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Muslims! ‘They claimed to be 
religious and now they are profaning the sacred months,’ they were 
damouring. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) initially disassociated himself 
from the affair, had his stance publicly known, and refused either to 
deal with the captives or to accept his khums (or fifth of the booty). 
Ibn Jahsh and his men found themselves in a very difficult situation, 
and the Muslims did not make it easier for them. They rebuked and 
entered them for having caused the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
such embarrassment. 
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own lives, die life of the Prophet (peace be upon him), the pr 
of freedom from religious persecution, and the whole future of 
were all at stake. 

The Nakhlah expedition proved to be a decisive turning-point, 
marking the end of light skirmishing between the Quraysh and the 
Muslims. More than any other encounter before it, Nakhlah intensified 
the frustrations of the Quraysh to a high pitch. They felt that if they 
were to maintain their eminence in Arabia, then they must get out to 

destroy the power of Muhammad. The Proohet r„„ u 8 " 

too, knew that he had crossed his R„h' ? be Up0n him ). 
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b. Secondly, the Quraysh’s prestige among the inhabitants of Arabia 
at large, especially among the Bedouin tribes, was severely 
damaged. Some tribes who were not particularly friendly with 
the Quraysh, for example, Khuza'ah who had long-standing 
feuds with the Quraysh, rejoiced at the humiliation that these 
expeditions had inflicted on the Quraysh, and began to ponder 
the possibility of allying with the emerging power of the Muslim 
community in Madinah. 
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need since they had left their wealth in MakKan wn 
migrate. Those four expeditions were not the only expeditions 
against the Quraysh, but they were the only ones before Badr.- 
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5. EXPEDITIONS LED BY THE PROPHET IN PERSON 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) is said to have led in person at least 
two major expeditions in those early days of Islam in Madinah. 
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infer that the primary motive of the 
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i a hv the Prophet (peace 

expeditions, ijen o^u' hence the n eed for his presence 


a f state The presence of the tribal head or shaykh was 
“ he a°hv the custom of the Bedouins, in order to d.gnify and 
req Tiruibal agreements. For them, the Prophet (peace be 
“ c , h hea d of the Muslim tribe, and therefore it 

was necessary that he be present for treaties to be concluded. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) attached considerable importance 
to the matter of securing alliances with any power that could 
help defend the Muslims against their enemies. At no stage of 
his mission, was the Prophet (peace be upon him) without liable 
allies: in Makkah, it will be recalled, he was first allied to the Banu 
Hashim and Banu ‘Abd al-Muttalib, led by his own uncle Abu 
Talib. When Abu Talib passed away, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) became temporarily allied with al-Mut l im ibn ‘Udayy, a 
non-Muslim, but a man of considerable courage and integrity, 
with a large and effective tribal following. Then, before the hijrah, 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) took the Pledges of the Two 
Aqabas. Very soon after he settled in Madinah, he concluded the 
momentous Sahifah Pact between the Ansars, the Muhajirin and 
the Jewish tribes of Madinah. 

The Jewish tribes of Madinah: When war with the Quraysh became 
a le, the Prophet (peace be upon him) actively sought 
Madin P ower ^ tribes of the Bedouins around 

and other °1 j ^ ^ means °f the expeditions mentioned 
Banu Damrah ° !’^ rther aUiances we re secured with Khuza ah, 

clear that the co I a- ° mcrease trem endously. Thus it is 
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view widely known. To be ab ^ Arabs q{ the tl me as 

fe Messenger of God. 

His mission was to call the people to the service, and worship 
of the One, True God, Allah. It is his claim to Prophethood that 
was a reason for the Arabs around Madinah to be drawn to him, 
to take a glance of him and assess his person at first hand. Many 
of them were instantly won over by his noble looks. Many went 

around affirming; ‘i have seen Muhammad, and by God, his face 
is decidedly not the face of a liar 


The Bedouins were very appreciative of no, 
would only respect and fear a now f \ ^ ^ They 
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, be u pon him) intended to deter those tough 
the Prophet ^ ccustome d to raiding and plunder as a 

" rar ° fllfe larlv the Prophet (peace be upon him) aimed to 
M 0 S ‘C a C nces With or, failing that, the neutral.ty of those 
S T - 3 rihes who lived and roamed in the area that lay between 

iSLand the Quraysh. This policy, implemented through 

e campaigns and expeditions led by the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) in person, and those led by his commanders, was an 
F 1 *M-onoratinn for the impending war with the Quraysh. 


e. Last but not least, these expeditions were a very powerful tool 
for the dissemination of information about the new state and 
authority of Madinah, about its leading figures, about the nature 
and high purpose of its mission and its institutions. As news 
travels fast in the desert by word of mouth, Bedouins tribes, far 
and wide, came to hear about the Prophet’s marches. At the very 
best, they began to fear and respect him, for that they were not 
to raid the Muslims or to ally with the Quraysh against Muslims. 
In this way, the image and prestige of the Quraysh was further 
tarnished, just as the star of the nascent Islamic society shone 
ever more brightly. 


6. OTHER EXPEDITIONS 
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miTCOME OF THESE 

We can now give a clearer a 

and their implications for. 

a. The Muslim home front. 

b. The standing of the Quraysh. 

c. Relations with Bedouins. 

a. On the home front: Through these expeditions, the Muslims 
learnt a new military vigorous discipline, and combat fitness. 
The jihad became instilled into them. Alongside a mobilization 
of resources and of the people, a great increase in solidarity was 
achieved, as every single Muslim acquired thorough knowledge 
Of the terrain around Madinah, and as far south as Nakhlah 
They gained vital experience in the techniaues nf nrm • 
fighting battles, in the logistics of 1 ° f P re P ar >ng and 

and the ta«ic S of pursuit and engagement™ Pr ° Visions < 
opportunity to bow the demography nf U ^ S ° g0t 3 m P le 
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ml " a prestige of the Quraysh among the Arabs 

tra de.Thes» nd,nga . n J line d, obliging them to contemplate 
tfa s thoroughly m Little by little the Quraysh were 

open battle with t aUies an d supporters, many 0 f 

separated from ^ ^ Prop het (peace be upon him) and 

whom ^ fa Arabia was compromised, 

his cause. Th fflode | s of ^ Arab traditions of honour 

a "d chivalry permanently eroded by their unjust and hysterical 
hostility towards the Muslims, and especially by their persecution 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

C With regard to the Bedouins, the expeditions helped to win some 
of them as allies of the Prophet (peace be upon him), to deter 
others from attacking the Muslims and to deter still others from 
I supporting the Quraysh. 

In general, the Prophet (peace be upon him) set the highest ideal 
of a tough fighter, who was both resourceful and vigorous and also 
absolutely sincere and disinterested in his devotion to the cause of 
Islam. His superb skill as a commander and his readiness for combat, 
both physically and psychologically, at the advanced age of over fifty, 
were astonishing, and excited the highest admiration. The expeditions 
put the Muslims firmly on the road to victory. They afforded them 
ample opportunity to perfect their military skills, and to gather 
considerable military forces. They gained from the wealth of the 
Quraysh provisions as well as armaments. They became well-versed 
'V [ techni( l ues °f managing and winning battles, and acquired 
and!u eexpertlseandex penence in such matters as field intelligence 
They had agement “formation and psychological advantage. 
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, T PCtedt0 «^e„her of two objectives: 
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t the concept of fighting or waging war was totany 

whole of the Makkan period. Only after the Hi,rah, and the setting 
of the Islamic State in Madinah, was fighting in the way or Goa 
scribed and sanctioned. 

Islam calls on mankind to submit to the authority of God 
fighty Alone, and warns them not to associate partners with Him. 

! Prophet Mul ?ammad (peace be upon him) was commanded to 
rt himself to the utmost, invoking the Qur’an, in the pursuit of this 

Fl 8 ht| ng in the way 0 f God j 
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oppressive *•*» conflict or war. Jt * ^ ideology- 
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conflict could take h ^ rf severin g 0 ^ g ut war 

may ’ fW w? t may, outright war cannot be willingn ess 

,0 improve their commitmen freedom and human dignity. 

sensitive to the demands of re g upholding the 

Also, a Muslim state may best serve the goals or F 
2s of justice and liberty by embarktng on polices of dialogue 
and negotiations, rather than war and confrontation. If the Muslims 
overriding goal is the spread of the true faith in the One True God, 
Allah, then this cannot be brought about by war and hostilities. 
The only road to influence the convictions of mankind is across 
the bridge of dialogue and persuasion. ‘There is no compulsion in 
religion' declares the Qur’an, and the power of war and coercion 
of mankind is very limited indeed. It is very difficult tn u 
humanity can be persuaded that there is just On T n h ° W 

•hmugh the use of force and coercion ° True God, Allah, 
lu " d '” 
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nlheLi feonhe ProP^t Muhammad 

of Qur’anic verses which clearly enjoin 
BB (ofaM. ,he * fea rn 8 |! de d and peace oriented in their dealings 
He Musics» be fa'"" |a[ter are lacking in justice. Moreover, 
with n on-M uslims ’ i|,, s hun aggression and the initiation of 

* eS TS3“ slims: G ° d ^ ^ the QUran: 

hosnl'ties y ^ ^ fight bu , do not begin 

figh, ill the «f>’ I hva mt the aggressors. And slay them, 
hostilities. Surd) ^ ^ out 0 f the p i aces whence 
whenever you P , ' is worse than slaughter. And fight 

tCdUosoue, until they first fight you, bu, 
7,h7»t,ou therein then slay them. Such is the reward of the 
unMievers. \al-Baqarah 2:190-19i] 

Md fight them until persecution is no more, and religion is all for 
Allah. But if they desist, then let there be no hostility except against 
wrongdoers. [al-Baqarah 2:193] 

You who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah, witnesses to fair 
dealing. And let not the hatred of others for you make you swerve to 
wrong and depart from justice. But be just, that is nearest to piety. 
[al-Maidah 5:8] 

You who believe! Enter peace all of you and follow not the steps of 
Satan. [ al-Baqarah 2:208] 

And if they incline to peace, so incline you to it, and trust in Allah. 
[al-Anfalm] 

Reconciliation (and settlement) is better for you. [al-Nisa 4:128] 

to t L^ p ere * S ^ SOa ^ rou P 0 ^ urverse ^ which seem to be addressed 
freedom ^ ^ ^ U P on rem inding him that religious 

these versp 3 ma i! ter 0rdaine(1 ^ Gocl The implications of 

t0 tr y to change th ** r ^ morally wron S and practically futile 
waging war There * ^ 1 ^° US Conv * cdons °f people by force or by 
t0 organize or to be^ n ° ^ ^ Fro Pb et (P eace be upon him) 
the unbelievers- cess * ve ty domineering over the recalcitrance of 
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ethical ideals which are hig Y ^ ^ gnd pos itive passion • 
human beings, or he» « affairs of men, exploiting 

isd „bioustechniquesc. mamH ^ ^ animositieSi playing up 

^teandtmwMranted ambitions, that he should totally shum Nor 
did his methods embrace domination, exploitation and contr . 
not his ultimate goal to seize power and authority for their own sake, 
but to use it to transform people’s souls and lives so that they would 
form a community and society of brotherhood and equity, to bring 
about and realize God’s Will and Purpose for mankind. 

T u n 81 TheFi 8 htt0 derate the Oppressed 

The Quranic command, that religious hplipf 

by the use of force 0 r by waging war is not • 001 ^ chan S ed 
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,man emancipation. 

• / „„ that vou do not fight in the way of God , and 
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The fight to oppose religious persecution is deemed essential for 
the progress and well-being of humanity at large. Hence the duty 
of the Muslims to be involved in it. This notion is presented in the 
Qur’an in the context of survival of human civilization and progress. 
The will to fight in this cause is deemed, in the Qur’an, essential if 
evil and destructive powers, inculcated in the dark side of human 
passions, are to be thwarted. 

For had it not been for Allah’s repelling some men by means of others, 
cloisters and churches, oratories and mosques, wherein the name 
Allah is much mentioned, would assuredly have been pulled down. 
[al-Hajj 22:40] 


This verse highlights the fact that war is justifiable as a means of 
As th Q 3 ^ eanS 0fre P eUi "g anc ^ cor nbating much worse possibilities. 
D , Ur ^ ^ inc ^ cate d> persecution and discriminating against 
thedom’ aCC ° Unt °^ e * r religions, is a greater evil than war. Also 
The Qur an tyrann * ca ^ P owe rs is a greater evil than war. 

•key lacked the wilh^l™ 8 ’ ” dear unei l uivocal language, that if 
% K ttfitnah (reli • ° ^ * a 8 a * nst injustice and oppression, then a 
^surface of thenar hT PreSS1 ° n ^ ^ corru P tion would spread on 
consequences, both i w Went S ° ^ ar as t0 ^r^e 11 the 111 ^ re 

commandment to * 1S ^ and ln the next >they fail t0 meet the 
t,0 ^wer,hecaUto;,to : 


^ 22 Qj, 


[uf.Tawbuh 9:58-3 Qur’anlC 

In surah al-Tawbah (R e pe ntan «). i ^ e hey n pr efer their comfort 

„ .KB ■""“'"■"“I ,„d >, “ 
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S, (O Muhammad): If your fathers, your ^^TfTwhkh 
In, and the wealth you hare acquired, and the goods forced 
you fear that there will be no sale, and the dwellings you love if 
these are dearer to you than Allah and His way, then wait till Allah 
brings His command. Allah guide not the people of ungodliness. 

[. al-Tawbah 9:24] 

The way of jihad has always been depicted as the Muslims’ way 
to success and succour in this world and the next. It has also been 

Jthdd in forceful and vivid language 1 “ ^ * he Wa X of 

" man >' of «rly Muslims were traders “ aCC ° Um ° f the faCt 
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W "'" „ h without fear of molestation. It is a l so 

* one True ^ itka i the same rights for mankind, , he 
landed in » rder “ externa l, are by no means contrad.ctory; 
^objectives ,"' shou i d the Muslim states allow unjust 

other, they are com / whjch deny their people rel.gious freedom 
^tyonnical t^« undar . es unchecke d, then its very security, 
,0 thrive around ^ would be seriously threatened and 

defence ^' n * e ‘ coffens ive against such regimes, if the situation 
jeopardized- parce i 0 f overall defence commitment of 

tl ' e The abwe interpretation of the doctrine of jihad would appear to 
he incompatible with the so-called Ayat al-Sayf, to which we referred 
earlier. As a matter of fact, there is a school of Muslim thinkers who 

believe that Ayat al-Sayf (the verse of the sword) were revealed in 
Srnhal-Tmbah, much later than the other surahs in which other 
jihid verses are found, so they have abrogated or otherwise superseded 

.11 vprcpc r»n thp issilP. 


8.2 Ayat al-Sayf (Verses of the Sword) 

The verses of the sword (Ayat al-Sayf) are interpreted as predominant 
and overriding by the hard-liners among Muslim thinkers, as also by 
some orientalists who favour this interpretation because they give 
substance to the view which they are inclined to hold, that Islam is a 
militant religion, prone to violence and aggression. Let us first give 
the text of these verses: one of them is verse number 29 of Surah al- 
Tawbah. 
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line of argument seems quite uiuca > j n t j, e direction 

without producing tangible evtdence that a ch g ^ 

of legislation had been made, either by a roga 
modifying the previous legislation. It would indeed be very damaging 
to the Islamic da wah if the above line of argument is pressed without 
further evidence. One of the consequences of adopting the above line 
of thinking would be the cancellation of all the shanah , excepting 
those aspects of it revealed in the very last days of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him). To evade such a possibility, the Prophet (peace be upon 

was governed by very exact and specific rules'^ d ^ abr0 § ation 
0r ^.reveLd at l Same issu «> *g. fightin" ° f Qur an,c 
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, r ical development of the Islamic society 


elation in lhehlSt °", ( , ale d before the verses of the sword 


CJ Ktatf- The l "' ld r rS !,ive policies and strategies that continue 
jn ,1 k, viewed •« altern . ... „ ri , f tised should the circumstance 


wu |d I* viewed as a ' tc w k practjse d should the circumstances 
„ valid and 1 whlC t hand I ing than the verse of the sword. Moreover, 
Kijuiieales* consist of valid and very broad principles 


rcH u “ 'l/i verses conM>> i 

some of these ®“ a and ther efore need not be abrogated just 

liversal appl> caDllIiy ’ 


was revealed later, unless otherwise 


^stronger verse was — — — 

^'indeeddhe situation with regard to jihad and war is not a typical 


.to, itannears to consist of two apparently contrary tendencies: 
one towards lighting and waging war in the way of God, the other 
towards kindness, mercy and tolerance. In many major issues, this 
i sjme of shan ah seems to be present: there are always two 
Strands of attitude, apparendy contradictory but actually fused into 
a harmonious whole: perhaps comparable to two electrical poles, one 
negative, the other positive, which working together supply useful 
energy. Thus, in shari'ah, there is always the passing temporal aspect 
of any legislation and also the positive, eternal one. The temporal 
one is needed to cater for the changing, earthly human conditions 
reflective of mans weakness, evil intentions and his base passions of 
envy, greed and aggression, while the eternal, more permanent aspect 
embodies the Divine will and purpose for man, stating as it does 
normally universal principles. 

In the issue of war and peace, these two aspects are there. They 
complement each other, and they naturally fuse together to give a 
consistent policy of war and peace. Yet peace is clearly the more basic, 

permanent option in Islam, while war is only necessitated by 
is the f naV °^ a ^ e P ass * ons for aggression and injustice. That peace 
foliov ‘ ^ 0Vernc ^ n 8 °Pti° n Islam is clearly demonstrated by 


the fnii/M • 6 in isiam is clearly demonstraie* 

me following considerations: 

peace) is one of the Beautiful Names of God. 
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of peace.’ 

Paradise itself is depicted essentially as the abode of peace, in 

gracious Qur an: 

surely this is the path of Your Lord, Straight, We have detailed the 
verses (thereof); For those people who take heed For them is the abode 
of peace with their Lord. And He is their Protector for that they were 
doing... [ al-Andm 6:126-127] 
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wdthe people ofthe book 

the two aspects of the shaft ah , the temporal and 

We have *ded ^ temporal aspec , it remains in touch ^ 

the eternal- TJ 1 ^ interacting with, the changing, fluid human 
concerned wi • ^ through the eter nal aspect, the shari'ah 

condition o ^ an£ , purpose f or man . Thus it would be a 

apreSS “ . hold t he view either that all of shari'ah rules and 
[functions are absolute or that they are all relative in the sense of 
Lina history-bound. The right view is the balanced one that both 
aspects are there together always, thus making it uniquely possible 
for the shari'ah to be both the eternal, unchangeable will of God 
Almighty, and at the same time maUeable and flexible, suited to the 
changing conditions and circumstances of human development on 


this earth. 

What is shocking to many regarding the verses of the sword is 
that one of them is not directed against the Arab polytheists, towards 
whom the Qur an had adopted a hard, uncompromising attitude from 
the start, but against the People of the Book, i.e. Jews, Christians and 
Magians. The prevailing attitude towards Ahl al-Kitab (People of the 
Book) is one of tolerance and magnanimity. The Qur’an enjoins that 
they be allowed to live in peace, practise their religions in freedom 
and that they be protected by the Muslims, if they opt to come under 
the protection of Muslims, by paying a special tax towards that end 

ed a/ jizya/j. More 0ver , the Quran has in fact enjoined pro-active 
who h ^*^| lar * t y an d love to be shown to those People of the Book, 
and^id 0 '^ thCmSelVeS t0 peace ^ ul ly inclined towards the Muslims, 
Policy regard' ^ an ^ atre d or hostilities against them. This line of 
°f the Qu r ’a n . ^ 1 C ^ eo ^ e Book, is expressed in many verses 
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• „ th e Muslims w n 

( .„mDerinitti' 1 g the ' , Muslims 

Fa Tlhe Qur'S" forbldS ar g U ments or P oU .. 

of the Book ’ aee d with them m ar ® f - r ma nner, 

words, when engage jp(ur£ , save ttt the fa ^ ^ 

A«JM Mno,W, ‘[ P l ^ e t hItdo wrong, and say * An d our 

God and your God ts one, a 

[al-'Ankabut 29:46] 

Muslims with the People ofthe Book. The verse of the sword, number 
29 of Surah al-Tawbah , is thus a departure from those fundamental, 
permanent norms. The hardened attitude of this verse of the sword 
pertains more to the temporal aspect of shanah , in the context 
of inter-communal relations with the People of the Book. This is 
not to be taken to mean that the verse of the sword is relative It is 

-« *, d "cs r r gbi ,ht ^ * 

^29^ demi ne nce 


imc i„thcLifeof>l>eProphe,Muhamm a d 

, in Ara bi a at large, were compromised and | ater 
in M» dinah ; Ty then embarked on the road of confrontation, and 
undermined, n y ^ and cons piracies against the Proph et 

became ' nvolve and , he Mus Iims. Not only this, but they waged 
(peacebe“pnn^ ^ ^ the Muslims, and u l timate ] y joine(J 

k" A with the polytheists of the Quraysh in waging direct war against 
the Muslims, during the Battle of the Trench (al-Khandaq). Thus, the 

rules of the game were changed, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 

unsheathed the sword against them, because that was the path they 
chose to follow in their relations with the Muslims, in total disregard 
fripnHIv aDDroach and kindness which the Prophet (peace be 


upon him) had shown towards them, and despite the pact (sahifat 
al-Madinah ) which they signed with him. 

The theory proposed by some militant Muslim thinkers on the 
issue, namely that the verse of the sword in question (No. 29 of al- 
Tflwbuli) is in fact overriding, on account of its being revealed later in 
time than the other more lenient verses, is clearly untenable: 

First of all, the verse of the sword indicates that it is directed, not 


against all the People of the Book without discrimination, but against 
those whom war is to be waged who are carefully delineated as: 


a. 

b. 


d. 


Not believing in God and the Hereafter. 

% do not forbid what God has forbidden. 

They do not accept the true religion. 

■:;S areP °'" ted ° ut as a S rou P w i‘hin Ahl al-Kitab 


People of the Book a r ' dearly indicates ‘some’, thus, not all the 
This line of intern by the Verse of the sworcl - 

^ Prophet (peace be nT * S b ° rne out b T the actuaI P ractice of 
the Book. pon him) in his conflict with the People of 

a - Firstly, h e never 

hbstians of Arabia e r ’ nor eve n threatened war against the 
P cia lly the Christian Arabian tribe of 


jizyah, although, o ^ ^ B anu Tag ^ ^ pya h. 

to pay- H° w ^ r ; hey were not even ask Mad inah 

respect, in that with the stacked 

b Secondly, even « he " ° £ f(peace be upon htm> wit hout 

" Broke out the W* £ ^ arbdra >7 oU p, in 

them, all at once, n , ttac ked only a P ar . a gainSt 
, reason. In every case, he atra sive designs agau 

«»»• ne,e . r 

mdocimiiuKlv. I« >1°“ suc ^ 

as Christians! 

Thus, this verse of the sword could not, under any interpretation, 
betaken as warranting an all-out war against the People of the Book. 
Nor could it be interpreted, as some orientalists and some militant 
Muslims would like it to be interpreted, as an abrogation of all 
previous legislation concerning the relationship of Muslims with the 
People of the Book. The dominant norms governing that relaf innch • 

I 1 * Hie of the Book have thereafter "o MUSHmS 

b «ncharac,erlze d ? lranandthe 5rr„„ aft .if the ^ , t SeXpress ed 
Hie of the Book in Sudani ^ C ° n ^* cts between'M^i^ 11 * 111 ^ ^ 3S 
^becausee^“^,IndU^^ ttdt he 
Mu ;: g H enmity and forces w ere s ’ t ' Ppines and 

,heMus ^ 

^ 3i ^ a Hm g 




Mr mar**' 

lher for social, cultural and commercial p Urposes 
lingling tof fln wnes of , he sword reflected a special histori ca 
at wt least, t e' Muslims with the Jews of Madinah a 

” the rela, .'u nS R.Ltine Christians of the Roman empire, wh 


and ^ ^ ve rses ot tne v 

Last but not Rast. ,. 0 f t L, e Muslu"»«*“■v,. ...ouman an 
stage in the P antine Christians of the Roman empire, whe 
hteronagainst^ ^ a( (he nort h er n frontiers of t f 

they starte *° ' never directed against the peacefril groups: (-, 
h"Christians of Abyssinia, (b) the Christians of Najran, (c) or tf 
Snstiaas of the northern Arabia tribe of Banu Taghlub. 

Thus, the verses of the sword, though of course an eternally vali 
and universal Qur’anic revelation, is reflective of a temporal phase i 
the relationship of the Muslims with the People of the Book; it is n< 

an overriding rule applicable irrespective of whether or not the Peop 

of the Book were peaceful or otherwise. 


10. EPILOGUE: THE PROPHET OF MERCY 
AND THE PROPHET OF WAR 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is described as ‘ Nabiy 
al-rahmahwa nabiy al-malhamah,' i.e. the Prophet of mercy and the 
Prophet of combat. As we have explained, in the arguments above, 
these too epithets are not necessarily contradictory: rather, they are 
mplementar). The wars which the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
outi 1 were means of da'wah and were carried 

humanin- re ^ ous an d spiritual mission to liberate 
systems and rep -1 ? ^ nny of false gods, and oppression of unjust 
were almost all def^ • ^ WarS of the Pro P het (peace be upon him) 

t0 which we have bee^Vd^^ 03 ^ ^ WOr< ^ (defensive), 

hi the spirit of personal or national 
were fought in ( he ° U ' With a view to material gains. They 

mor f and reljgj 0n i °^’ so that religious persecution was no 

“ ploited by the force T^ a g od 'y affair. Religion could not be 
landed, b y theQur ^ rann y or superstitions. The Muslims were 
’ t° go to war if need be, so as to remove 
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an d clear the 


way fot 


Opp resSl ° n 

ressioD) a 

freedom of-" Muha mma d > _' God said. 

That Prophet tv* • t|i(>0ur 'an its el . „ a1 . l0 7] 

"° leSSef l 'tmercy unt0 
r oustW asme ' ■ 

However, 

Prophet (pea« be upon 


the 


sted to by 

not sent 

not to be lost. We venture Y essence 0 f Muhammad s 

is the more permanent, everlasting 

definition of his essence and reality. ( , 

Thus war is merely a passing, temporary instrument of his da wan 
and policy. War had been necessitated by certain circumstances and 
contingencies. If these circumstances and contingencies ceased to 
exist, so would war become obsolete, according to the prevalence of 
altogether new conditions. The concept of a warrior Prophet is not 
alien to the Judaic tradition or history (witness the careers of David 
and Solomon). Nor was it abhorrent to th, Ak u • d 

"*"i Edition 0 f n . d H caII *<a 

us ,0 Phet of i. Us 
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the Lite of the Prophet Muhammad 

^lethal a man of such gentle nature, of SUch 
U h ** re "’f aLsihon.as Muhammad was during his who i e 
pacific and friendl ^ ft ^ three , should suddenly take to the battlefield 
lift until the ag eotn | n chaUe nges and conflicts, and even 

aidbecome involve ^ victorio us. With the possible 

more remarkab fj e 0 f Uhud, which was not a decisive defeat, the 
exception of the a • ^ a victor throughout his military 

prophet lpeace eup ^ ^ ^ the prophet (peace be ^ 

rTasTientlest and mildest of all men that has survived in the 
<• Life of the Prophet) and is narrated over and over 
violent phase of his life and career did not overshadow or 
compromise his most gentle nature: 

He was neither gruff, nor impolite nor was he taken to raising his 
voice like a hawker in the market-place. If he passed by, a flaming 
candle would no more than flicker owing to the serenity of gait; 
and if he walked over reeds, not a sound would come from below 
his feet. He never used obscene language. Through Him, the 
Almighty God opened eyes that were blind, ears that were deaf, 
and hearts that were sealed . 6 


Not only is it clear that he was quite averse to war and violence 
by disposition and style for the greater part of his life, it is also 
perfectly dear that he never used war as a tool of personal ambitions, 
aggrandisement or other material interests. The conclusion, therefore, 
inescapable that, in waging the wars he did, he was constrained 
to doing so by the realities and necessities of his religious and 
com ^' ss ' on ’ ^ at ' s > by the need and obligation to fulfil God s 
•■me. Moreovemh"? H ‘ S W ' U 3nd P ur P ose for man 3t ** 

but were aH ’ * ° rCes ev ^ wou ld not leave the Muslims alone, 
That event nt || n ^ ^mhnation to destroy them. 

Throughout thel ^ made m ^ itar Y confrontation inescapable- 
Muslim religi 0u , 1 ^ ree centuries that witnessed the decline of 
Pr °phet ( peace hT P ° lltlCal P ° Wer > the militar Y dimension of the 
U P° n hlm ) wa s totally ignored. Through decline 
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Tibef ati ° n rV clO se t0 

a na a 

losing ^ even if that eneI ny. an d dern ^ e ir 

cnemy 0 f .heir enemies; sitting dati the cel has 

»i 

thinker and lecture^ against such S* neglect ing the 

and Allah is with you and He wtl V 

[Muhammad 47:35] 

Muslims today are subjected to the worst sorts of victimization 
oppression and domination, yet they fail to resort to jihad , with 
the exception of a few cases, and thus continue to be the target of 
the aggression of their enemies. Worse still, the malicious, but very 
powerful and effective propaganda machines of these enemies are 
portraying them as terrorists and aggressors. So powerful and so 


y are 

n d this 
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imctl „<>,eUfeofther'ophe t Muh a ,n mad 

Uii randM lt 

^ of the Book in honour, dignity, mutual tr Ust 
with ,hf Pe ° P ' and friendship- But should the People of the 
ipioea'ed «1“ ' ^ cnnlit) , then it would be quite cowardly 
vert, ° a f t the Muslims to shy away from the prosper,, 
,reh ement and confrontation. To clamour for peace i„ 
» r) ’ e " t fi s js tantamount to an unconditional and cowardly 

S. 


Make ready against them all that you can of (armed) force, and 
of horses tethered, that you may terrify thereby the enemy of Allah 
and your enemy, and others besides them that you know not. 
[al-Anfal 8:60] 


Thus, jihad, in the broad sense of the word, which means to 
exert oneself to the utmost of one’s effort and ability, is a way of life 
for a Muslim community. It is to be followed in times of war and 
times of peace - particularly times of peace because it is an essential 
prerequisite of waging jihad in the narrow military sense. It is also a 
method for successful nation-building, which is based on the solid 
foundation of totally developed, trained and mobilized individuals. 
Underscoring this intei-prc^tion, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 


nortoMh- r ^ e f/f^ eneVer ^ art ‘ c *P ate ^ a m ihtary campaign, 
2 ? pation>he would die and a residue 

Mienev ^ ** ^ UP ° n * s a ^ so reported to have said 

totaJJ y absorbed in c °[ ^ US *' ms a ^ an doned jihad, and became 
^ en God would imnn * an< ^ an d the raising of cattle, 

would not e filiation and abasement upon them, 
e read y for jjfaj in se) ^ Untl1 ^ e y return to their religion, and 
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CHAP 1 

c - r ofBadr: 

TheGr f a n t f ,vict°ry° fIslain 

An Astounding 


Badr, was no ordinary historica mci J > ^ w jjj b e complete 

rlTgemadueve'to final goal of victory over the forces of evil 
and unbelief without finding its Badr. Thus viewed, Badr becomes a 
permanent feature of the Prophetic paradigm of jihcid , or struggle, in 
the way of God Almighty. In other words, Badr, is an essential stage 
in any genuine and successful Islamic struggle. 

In order to help the reader grasp and appreciate the importance 

‘ he Pr ° phet ’ S Career ’ we must tf y to answer the following 


stu dent of l. 

history d raiv 


and 


it? 
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u to and W"' 

, the causes of badr 

. mad e Badr inevitable, they are not difficult , 0 
^,0 the causes®' culmjnation of the Islamic da'wah and 
seek. Badr “ he prophet (peace be upon him) some 

mortiueu’’ >"«'* in Makkah. Every event and develo Pment 
I that ensued between the Muslims and the Quraysh, 
i" ,he sm ® inception of Islam, was building in the direction of 
b Tt Jenee and provocation posed by the new Islamic world- 
he vested interests of the Quraysh, and to their vantage 

® ... 1 • . /-rtnflirf that PncnpH Va pf a a tc± a! 


L parties; the eviction of the Muslims from Makkah; together with 

the appropriation of their wealth and homes; the hijrah to Madinah; 
and last but not least, the Qur’anic permission for the Muslims to 
fight back, revealed immediately after the hijrah to Madinah; all 
these events were building up towards Badr. Before the granting of 
permission, the Muslims could not engage their adversaries in the 
battlefield. The permission to fight back was immediately followed by 
other Qur’anic verses, exhorting Muslims to fight back in self defence 
and instituting jihad as a permanent major strategy of the Muslims’ 
struggle against evil and unbelief. These other Qur’anic revelation 
verses made it clear, that evil and unbelief were not passing features 
of reality, but a permanent one. Moreover, the encounter with evil 
is inevitable, because evil forces are, by their very nature, aggressive, 
mpromising and provocative. They seek to eradicate goodness 
file efforts^ ^ ^ eVer ^ P oss ^l e means in their possession. 

^eysoo°ne r t0 | V0,da Sh ° WdOWn With evd forceS are futile ’ beC3USe 

ofrightemicn ^ ^ en ^ orce suc h a showdown, unless the forces 

the first chapter, perf^f 1110118 and sar ^ which are discussed m 
routes of the Quravsh^ ^ PFepared ground for Badr. The trade 
t,le Quraysh commer ^ C ^ ective ^ blocked or interrupted. With 
the powerfulKhuzaah^k 1SrUpted> man ^ Bed ouin tribes, especially 
Sl de of the Prophet (p ea St ^ un helievers, were won over to the 

e u pon him), as allies against the Quraysh- 
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andth ,2 or even ** ** an d m.nds o 

he 

lftheinhab !dHyP° criteS - u Battle of Badr was th 
jinan Jews and WP of the Ba«l from Syria, 

^ fofaQuray'shcommercial Su fyan, the head 

a* 18 ' hb 

..vsh opposition to Islam, jn Makkah. 


,AstoU n< 


iding 


, of Islam 

....cessWllr 


The 
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him) was just to defend him against any attack. The situation had 
cha„ g ei s o .he Prophet (peace be upon him) called a Shura Council 
Heasked: 0 People! Give me your counsel.’ One by one the I e „A 
ofMuhajirin spoke supporting the Prnnk», r 7 ’ " leaders 

an fisaid;‘Perb a ’ tbe ce ^brated An - i 




Sent you 


wit hth, 


the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

\Sin ami I* 1 # w 

, ince into that sea, we would do the same, not a 

stay behind,"saidSa d ibn Mu’adh. 

^man among*" be upon him) was indeed very pleased to 
- Thf W hei r jbn Mu > 5dh , the foremost chief of the Aw s , 

hear the s P eech ® am ongst them. 

,„d the most ^amidst the unusual atmosphere of the 

h0l f nS t ° of war, is both a tribute to the Prophet’s resoluteness 
impendingt"^ purpose, and also a hallmark of that unmistakable 
^""mu/and acumen in leadership and statesmanship. By 
wa of lira (consultation), the Prophet (peace be upon him) had 
Mb underwritten and strongly emphasized the principle of mutual 
consultation and shuri and at the same time consolidated his home 
front vis-a-vis the advancing enemy from Makkah. By eliciting the 
Ansar's support for his military strategy of taking the offensive against 
the Quraysh, the Prophet (peace be upon him) managed to supersede 
ihe merely defensive pledge to which the Ansars had agreed in signing 
F the Second ‘Aqabah Pledge’. 

Thus, having consolidated the home front, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) managed to achieve, from the outset, a tremendous tactical 
advantage over his enemy, which was divided and in discord, due to the 
heterogeneous nature of its supreme military command, vacillating 
between the hawkishness of Abu Jahl and dovishness of ‘Utbah ibn 
Rabi ah and Abu Sufyan ibn Harb’. The Prophet’s leadership, in 
peace and war, was profoundly mindful of the need of the leader 
10 accommodate and incorporate the best of his followers’ opinions, 
u ^ and aspirations. The mode of the Prophet’s leadership was 
°pinio C °^ ect * ve an( ^ Pluralistic. The heterogeneous ideas and 
integrated° ^ C ° mmun ^ °f t ^ le faithful were thus woven and 
m 1 e ^ outc °me of a general shura or consultation. 

As soon as the Prr S ^i ect * 0n to *h e Stationing of the Troops 
Phoned his tror ^ ^ eace u P°n him) moved forward, and 

ltie lf lor more exJ va ^ e X °f Badr, another occasion presented 

d and rnore intensive practice of the shura. This 
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K d0 " ^”7 behind us end station »»r 
the enemy. We shall destroy a drink while 

^aroundthe nearestweHtotheenemy.Th.s way w * 

we deprive the enemy of any source of water, advised al-Hubab 

al-Mundhir. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) immediately saw the 
soundness of al-Hubab’s expert opinion and acted upon it. It proved 
a tremendous success. This incident validated the necessity of the 
shura, as a safeguard against the fallibility of human judgment albeit 
Muhammad’s judgment, in his capacity as a human being 

Wi i Hin ^ Mamic -heme 
M,,,c.™.!"’* ■I'rpolic 

bK «. in a community where i i * also commended 

•’""Il.dvb,,™ ht " ll * affairs or ,i. k d file become 

.r 

8 P^cess 0 f the 
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q allt y, of 





ike »" hh ' 1 ,n 1,, of mqwa (piety)- Prima f acie a11 Severs are 

discrirniw# 01 ’ 1S vojce their opinions, and are equally entitled 
equal ' he ' r heard with respect, dignity and brotherly regard, all 
to In* lhen ’ j of course, if a Muslim commits a crime, 0r 
0,herthi " S 'tilMhort of the Islamic moral standards, or is judged 
in ^ commitment or obligations, then his right of equal 
bda " f participate in the shura practice at any level could be 

to illustrative of the general moral norm of equal,ty in Islam 
„die Prophet's insistence, en route to Badr, on being treated exactly 
as an ordinary soldier, as far as the facility of transportation was 
concerned. At the rather advanced age of fifty-four, he insisted on 
having an equal share in walking beside or riding the camel that he 
was sharing with two of his Companions: 

‘You are not more capable of marching than I, and I am not 
less in need for other-worldly reward than you!’ insisted the Prophet 
ipeacebe upon him). 

The fortitude, high spirit and fitness of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) were indeed remarkable, comparable if not, surpassing 
those of Ali ibn Abi Talib, at that time in his early twenties, and 
Marthad Ibn Abi Marthad al-Ghanawi, also a powerful young man 
of extraordinary physique, who worked as a blacksmith. But more 
important, and more significant than the Prophet’s physical fitness at 
% four, was his keenness to put into practice the principles which 
“ e . re “ tegral P arts - central to his Prophetic teaching, the norms 

Pro D r UeSheardentlyadVOCated - The hardshi P which the grad ° us 

eivi ***'* ^ U ^° n b ' m ) took u pon himself in his insistence 
He exam ple, could be grasped and appreciated, if 

°f Ramadan" f u ** marCh t0Wards Badr was Started on th6 8 ' h 
Madinaha ‘ f ear of the Hijrah. The distance between 

the Musli ms a k! ^ ° f Badr ’ which is approximately 80 miles, took 

17l}l °f Ramadan^ ° r dayS ’ Since the battle t0 ° k ^ 
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and app recia,l ° ne 0 f the caravan and 

S J'CSL: »«.(*. Muslims were no, ye, 
psychologicaUyprepared to engage so formidable an enemy, especially 
in view of the great discrepancy in the relative numerical strength of 
the two forces. 

The Muslims’ army consisted altogether of three hundred and 
five men, seventy camels, and two horses. Of the men, eighty-three 
were Muhajirin, sixty-one were of the Aws and the rest were of the 
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lct0r V over the enemy. 
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jvnGodpromMdy 0110 J , , , , y) mat it 

wdfm longed that other than the armed one migh , 

. Rut God trilled that the truth should tnumph by His words 
H , would eradicate the unbelievers. [al-Anfal 8:5-71 

The Muslim Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 

were a superior band of men and women, yet they remained men 
of flesh and blood, because some of them, at some times, showed 
visible signs of human weakness and frailty. God had accepted their 
best offering, and had forgiven their weakness and failings. In the 
frank, honest and truthful style of the Qur’an, nothing is concealed, 
noembanassment is meant, only to display and take cognizance of all 
the bets of the situation. The above Qur’anic verses of al-Anfal make 
it very dear that the timing of the Battle of Badr was determined by 
God alone. Other Quranic verses convey the same impression. 

Men you were in the near hill (of the valley) and they were on the 
farther and the caravan was below you (on the coast plain). And had 
you made an appointment to meet one another, you surely would 
have failed to keep the appointment, but (it happened, as it did, 
without the forethought of either of you), that Allah might conclude 
o thing that must be done; that he who perished (on that day) might 
perish by a clear sign, and he who lived, might live by a clear sign. 

J* re ) ' s All-Hearing, All-Knowing. When Allah showed you 
muldl^ ^^ am * ^ H e shown them as many, you 

saved 0 ^^ eart; m * quarrelled about the matter but Allah 

And when H e j* Sure ^ knowing of what is in the breasts (of man). 
(Muslims) a V W ^ en ? ou countered, in your eyes 

conclude a mat'' ^° U * n e y es> ^ at ^hoh may 

returned. [al-Mfilt^ 44]^ ^ ^ Unt ° AUah aU matteTS ^ 

Thus, the im 

^^•yconceivT 51011 * S further confirmed that Badr had been 
thePro Phet,the Mill and meticul °usly executed by God alone; that 
ln,oi ‘ b Wariou sde ^ mSand ,he Quraysh unbelievers were all drawn 
°f Divine making. Moreover, God prepay 
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the unbelievers terror; so smite upon the necks, and smite every finge 
of them. [ al-Anfal 8:9-12] 
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wa „iPettce« 

. Ikir L0 rd they P<" trust Those who P er form the 
./«* d 0 f W hat We have provided them, those are the 
P'^rNorthern are degrees (of honour) with their Lord, and 
^^^•[^8:2-4] 

In order that God’s victory would be complete for them, th e 
Our an exhorted the Muslims of Badr to live up to what was expected 
of them, when they met their enemy on the battlefield. This was their 
role, which they had to fulfil, if they were to qualify, in the decisive last 
moments, for God’s victory, which was already close at hand: 

0 believers, when you encounter the unbelievers marching to battle, 
turn not your backs to them. Whoever turns his back to them on that 
day, unless manoeuvring for battle, or intent to join another host, he 
has truly incurred anger from Allah, and his abode will be Hell, and 
evil homecoming. [al-Anfal 8:15-16] 

The two armies met in the early morning of Friday, 17th Ramadan. 
Before they marched to the battleground, the army of the Quraysh 
was hidden from the eyes of the Muslims by the hill of c Aqanqal’. That 
morning, the Quraysh army crossed that hill and came down its slope, 
into the valley of Badr to face the Muslims. When the Prophet (peace 
upon him) caught sight of them, he prayed passionately: 

Lord. Here are Quraysh: they have come in their arrogance and 
anit), opposing You, and belying Your Messenger. Lord! Your 
Jn? r haVepromised me! Lord! should this (Muslim) 

oJrd'TK™* t0day You wil1 not be worshipped on this earth. 
u und! This morning destroy them! 

God were alread ° 3rm ' es met ’the Angels and other soldieries of 
in sttdi a way that ^ W ° rk ’ settin 8 the stage of the battleground 

d| sadvantao eou ., !! WOU ' d be advantageous to the Muslims, and 
a. u. , heunbel >evers: 

»where 
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believers stood ^ ma ^ n S grounds transverse wher 
Udd y and heavy and very difficult to 
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. The weather became co° . drowsy, « th ^ flf som e of 

2 ^ tTthe swords fell ou« of more . This 

to the extent t a to drop t e before the 

them They would pi<* u minutes just v 

i„d,rf»l refreshing effect upon 
mdeeicetderei Bu " t * hearts relieved from fears an 
r^£r*«<~i."aei«..,a.a.fr-««arana 
stamina revived. 

C. Due to the fatigue, many of them experienced orgasm and rain 
water cleansed and purified them from jandbcth (i.e. the state of 
being unclean after experiencing orgasm). It also cleansed them 
from the dirt and dust they incurred, during the week-long 
journey from Madinah. 

4 God caus «l their hearts to be reassured, 

and the enemy was belittled in their eye; 


>r was one 


i in their 

e of God’s formidabh 

was the Prophet’s nrivil_ 
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’ Wrfl " sh adversaries. The Prophet (peace be Upon 
o« r ,heir k d ^ t0 ,he Muslim troops, and their morale Was 
him) conveye He toU them he was shown who and where 
b00S f^Quraysh nobles would fall and be killed. This w as 
-I, ndi „g miracle of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
becauseAose whom he had said would bekilled of the Quraysh 
nobles were indeed killed on that day, and fell precisely on the 

"pots he had indicated for them. 


4. STRIKING FEATURES OF BADR 

As we have seen, Badr was accompanied by many phenomena that 
could be described as supernatural; such as we have referred to above. 
On the other hand, it was also marked by actions and events, which 
could be described, as superhuman. Some of what the Muslims did 
and said seemed truly superhuman. 

a. First and foremost, we have seen the fortitude and stamina of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), walking at the age of fifty- 
four, at least two-thirds of the distance between Madinah and 
Badr, a distance of more than eighty miles, during Ramadan 
and the hot season. We have seen his humility and modesty, his 
compassion for his Companions, and his regard and respect for 
their opinions and wishes. 

hen we mustprahcthc high mindedness and the utter devotion 

a'hnos^ 31100 ° f tHe Muh§ i irin - The y j° ined the cam P ai 8 n 

stru , ^ man ’ n ° ne °P dn 8 t0 stay behind, despite the long 
since rhl eSU ^ edn & an d the hardships they had been through, 

nceth e inception of Islam. 

not confused^ ^ ^ ^h-mindedness of the Ansar, who were 
Were ready and w u terred hanging situation, and who 
Su Pport and defp j*? t0 amend ^eir contractual obligation to 
t e Prophet (peace be upon him). We must 
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wh0 W3S ° n ! n fi him) t0 let h ’ m pal Jtaller than he was. 

f rJa h ;*™w:.''sawid P ro« s «a . h a t 

because he was standing have retaliation from the person 

h e had been hurt and wanted h p r0 phet (peace he upon 

that Sawad could give him a prick, tit for tat. However, 
had something totally different in mind; for his real motive was 
to have a chance to kiss the body of the Prophet, lest he might 
fall a martyr. We also take note of the Prophet’s keen sense of 
justice, his humility, his compassion for his Companions and 
his disregard for his personal rights and privileges, his complete 
disinterestedness and absolute altruism. 

Prophet (peace be upon him) ° h ‘ S < hand When he hear d the 
today with forbearance and for Cod’ 8 ' T ““ ShaU fi S ht them 
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h. 


f Measure with his servant). ‘For him to fight bare-bod ied 
ainst the unbelievers,’ replied the Prophet (peace be up onhi 
vvf ibn al-Harith took off his armour and fought the en^* 

.•1 L., ..mc HIIpH 


There was also the example of Abu Bakr, the most tender hearted 
of the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him). He 
fought his own son ( Abd al-Rahman who chose to side with the 
Quraysh: *What happened to my money (in Makkah) evil-hearted 
man.’ ‘It has all gone! 0 old man,’ replied ‘Abd al-Rahman. Later 
'Abd al-Rahman became a Muslim and once mentioned the 
battle of Badr.‘You know, father, I could have killed you at Badr, 
because I had more than one chance of doing that but I spared 
you.’Said ‘Abd al-Rahman. ‘By Him in whose hands is my soul, 
had I found one chance of killing you, I wouldn’t have spared 
you,’ reported Abu Bakr. 


5. WHY WERE THE QURAYSH DEFEATED? 

Despite their superior military strength, the Quraysh were defeated 
for the following reasons: 

3 ‘ First of all, they had no just cause. If the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) took the offensive against them at Badr, attacking 
a e ‘ rcommer cial caravan, they had before that committed many 
amo° a ^ reSS ^° n a B a ^ nst interests of the Muslims, not least 
among these was the appropriation of the Muslim’s wealth and 
b ^Makkah during the Hijra!, 

of Purpose S A laCl(e(13 Uni ^ ed comm and, and they had no unity 
t0 fighting r lly ^ Were ^“kd on the issue of resorting 
were ‘hawkc* en ( t ^ r carav an reached Makkah safely. There 

c- Godwas ae 0VeS>am ° n8them - 

an gds. How cm an ^ S0 were hosts of God and the 

uldt hey win a war against God? 
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6 what WERE THE It represented a 

Badr represented the sweetest of theMt*^ ^ ^ times experience 

turning point in the for'the better. It was a battle with the 

by dte Muslims began to change form 

most far-reaching consequences. 

a. Quraysh military might was largely destroyed! 

b. Their image in Arabia, especially among the power-conscious 
Bedouins, was considerably tarnished. 

c. The Muslims of Madinah gained tremendously in recognition 
and prestige, and were put in a much stronger position to pursue 
further the task of budding a community and Ummah dedicated 
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r the life-line of Quraysh trade was cut by the battle of 
Tr«ravan could, after Badr, venture outside of M akkah 
’I trade with Syria and the Mediterranean ports constitute 
! bulk of the Quraysh trade, an eventuality which also mean , 
', ,heir economic power was considerably weakened i n , he 


One of the important lessons of Badr is that the sheer number of 
troops is not the decisive factor in achieving victory. The Qu ra y sh 
troops were three times as many as the Muslim troops. They were 
by far the better equipped and the better trained in the arts of 
warfare. 


Although supernatural phenomena attended Badr, and God and 
His hosts and His angels were clearly on the Muslims’ side, yet that 
divine help and succour was not arbitrarily given. It was, in some 
sense, a consequence of the total dedication and steadfastness of 
the Muslims. It was a contingent of their faith, trust and total 
dependence upon their Lord. Their offerings, obedience and 
the love of God and His Messengers were important reasons 
why God’s help and victory, promised in the Qur’an, were quite 
at hand, once the Muslims managed to come forward to the 
battleground of jihad. 

Last but not least, Badr provides an example of a situation when 
war, ugly as it is, becomes absolutely justifiable. It becomes the 
, ^ ate measure and ultimate escape for the oppressed and 
e owntrodden. It provides them with their last chance to 
o napate themselves, and get rid of their enemies and 
wa toT , 4 jU$tifiable war is b( >th a natural 2 and decisive 
has teach H ^ 3 ^ rawn out smuggle, when that struggl e 
peacefully ^ im ^ asse anc * resists every attempt to resolve it 
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The total number of those killed on the side of the Quraysh was 
seventy, according to Al-Waqidi ! including the two men executed 
on the orders of the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself. Others 
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, .,re be upon him) and his Companions at Makkah 
,he Pr0 f'H Lh He was a poet-propagandist who composed »£ 
h'j dcious verses about the Prophet (peace be upon him) and his 
Companions- 

7.1 The Captives Well-Treated 

Aoart from these two cases, the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered 
1 Muslims to treat the captives well, especially his uncle al- ‘Abbas. 
Al- 'Abbas, a long time friend of the Muslims and chief of Band 
Hashim, the traditional protectors of the Muslims at Makkah, had 

beenforcedtojointhearmyoftheQuraysh,marchingto Badr. ‘Umar 
ibnal-Khattab asked the Prophets permission to break the front teeth 
of Suhayl ibn ‘Amr, another vicious propagandist, who had given the 
Muslims a very hard time at Makkah. The Prophet (peace be upon 
him) refused to give such permission, saying: ‘I shall not mutilate 
anyone under any circumstances, lest God should mutilate me, even 
though I am His Prophet.’ 

7.2 Controversy Over the Captives of Badr 
What to do about the captives of Badr, numbering about seventy, 
developed in an open controversy. On the one hand, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) and Abu Bakr al-Siddiq favoured the view that 
e captives should be spared and ransom money accepted for their 
kill d ^ °^ er ^ anC *’ ^ mar advocated that they should be 
were tf ^ combatants °f considerable strength, and if they 
aeainct th W3S 8 uaran tee that they would not take the field 
t^; USl - 0nce m °re> argued ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. But 
minister and fr* ? >r0p ! let (P eace be upon him), and his principal 
Bimself, both abh ° ^ be * n 8 °f a very similar disposition 
the stives ^ ! he possibilit y of bloodshed. Further, many of 
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c. Moreover, the money that they would get as a ransom was 
needed and could be put to some very useful purposes. 
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7 3 The Qur’an Comments on the Issue of War Captives 
The Qur’anic comment on the captives’ question is as follows: 

It does not behave a Prophet to hold war captives, until he makes 
wide slaughter in the land; you desire the passing goods of this world, 
and Allah desires (for you) the Hereafter, and Allah is All-Mighty, 
All-wise. [al-Anfal 8:67] 


This verse must have been severe for the Muslims, because it 
had in clear and unambiguous language exposed a typical human 
weakness in some of the Badr fighters, namely the love of the passing 
goods of this world. That some of the Badr referees suffered from this 
typical human weakness, was amply demonstrated in two occasions 
during the march to Badr. 

a. Firstly, some of them strongly disliked the possibility of having 
to clash with the Quraysh in the battlefield, as if they are being 
driven to death, their eyes wide open. 

k Secondly, there was the wrangling over the question of how war 
spoils were to be distributed, a matter which gave a noble surah 
of the Qur’an its name: namely Surah al-Anfal, whose opening 
verses dealt with this verse. 
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Firstly, i. opposes ^ opmron ^ < Umar >, The fact 

hi») ^ Abu Bate and more Qur>5nic tenden cy to 

upon him) at times, is a proof that Muhammad could not have 
been the author of the Qur’an. 

Secondly, the concern over the material welfare of the Muslims 
as a community is not the overriding Qur’anic concern. More 
important is the issue of the supremacy of God’s word and the 
salvation of the Muslims in the Hereafter. 
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, the Muslims of God’s forgiveness. It even called Upon 

to enjoy the victory achieved at Badr. The threatening tp 

Jii doom gave way to a more cheerful one of e njoy whj 
; u have won: Says God, in the Quran: 


8. EPILOGUE ON BADR - A CONCLUDING NOTE: 
COLOURS AND SOUNDS 

8.1 The Banners of Badr 

The Muslims’army carried three banners. The one carried by Mus'ab 
ibn ‘Umayr, the renowned Daiyah and first Muslim ambassador to 
Yathrib, was white in colour. The other two banners were black, and 
they were carried right in front of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
One called al- Uqab’ carried by c Ali ibn Abi Talib, the Prophet’s 
cousin and son-in-law and the second by one of the Ansars. 

The war cry of the Muslims was Ahad, Ahad ; One, One, God 

is One, and Ya Mansur amit; Allahu Akbar, God Almighty is the 
Greatest. 


Aneel« ^ Colours of Angels 

which 3t Ba °* r * n w ^ te costu ™es, wearing white turbans, 

turban. Th" ' behmd their back > with Gabriel wearing a yello"' 
descendinoZ aU 0n hors ehack. Gabriel was seen by some 
blown as Hav ^ C ' ou< ^ s ’ on that rainy day leading his horse. 
^beZr! UStbef0K the two armies clashed, the Proph 
the ene my, saying™ ^ h ' S hand with P eb bles and threw them a 
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Should they engage them in war, the result would be the unpleasan 
one of killing each other, and the Quraysh side would become bitter 
and divided, as some of them would have killed their fathers and 


^an. and kin. 
^ouit would be the unpleasant 
„uier, and the Quraysh side would become bitter 
tivided, as some of them would have killed their fathers and 
Brothers. If Muhammad (peace be upon him) became victorious, then 
his glory is the glory of the Quraysh and if the other Arabs prevailed 
mhuMhat was what they wanted. But the ‘hawks’, represented by 
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Vid ftac* W the Lt f e °* me r p Muhammad 

s 5 ‘Ukashah going forward to Paradise 

., ' (lh , an lost his sword on the day of Badr, because it „ 
' Uk f hah j!nvo halves during the fighting. He called to the P ro 
br0kn him): 'I have lost my sword!’ The Prophet (pe ace b 


(P ”“ h ^ U gave him a long piece of wood. When ‘UkLhah shooU 
“ P ,, and it became a real sword of steel, yet another miracle of the 
P Cet(P-« b e upon him)ontha. fateful day. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: Some men of my Ummh, 
fifty thousand of them, will enter paradise, their faces shining like the 
full moon,’ ‘Ukashah said: ‘0 Prophet of God, pray that I am one of 
them.’ ‘You are one of them, 0 Ukashah. Another man came forward 
and asked: ‘May I be of them?’ ‘No, ‘Ukashah has preceded you in that,’ 
said the Prophet (peace be upon him). 


8.6 0 People of the Grave! 

In the evening of the day of Badr, when the corpses of the unbelievers 
had been buried, the Prophet (peace be upon him) stood over the 
ditch, where they were collectively buried, and called out to them;‘0 
people of the ditch, have you found what God has promised you to 
be true? For I have found what God has promised me to be true!’ The 
Muslims protested: ‘0 Messenger of God, how do you address dead 
people? You do not hear better than they! Only they can not reply! 
said the Prophetfpeace be upon him). 


^ Abdullah ibn Mas ud versus Abu Jahl 

e killing of Umayyah ibn Khalaf by the former Abyssinian slave, 
Widuna Bilal signalled a major shift in the balance of power in 
had in , e< ^ Uraysh were no longer the dominant power. The Muslims 
the old C ° me im ° that position. Umayyah ibn Khalaf represente 
its prestige WVan< ' U ' S *' eC ' P ower ’ °f the aristocracy of the Qurajs > 
Now it was „ r °^ ance ’ vanit y and military and commercial strengt 
ordinary Ara L° P * f® Bilal an <l 'Abdullah ibn Mas ud, who was a 
employed as a shepherd by Abu Jahl, who emerge 
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even. Having managed to kill Abu 
4 who was of a great physical stature, and also had great marshal 
urage, ibn Mas ud climbed on the top of the towering figure of his 
emy. Abu Jahl, who was dying, opened his eyes and recognized ibn 
is ud, sitting on his chest. He said: ‘Ibn Mas c ud, the little shepherd 

our sheep, you have indeed climbed a difficult climb!’ Then he 
ised his eyes and died. 

Weu the Prophet ( peace be upon Wm) 
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8 8 The Full Significance of Badr 
, , alrea dy said that Badr was not an isolated event i n th 
*JT,f Islam. Rather, it was the culmination of unusual eve nts ' 
thatwere taking shape in Arabia, in raptd success,on, and cons,i, uti 
m ,or process in which history was made and remade. Badr was the 
olal outcome of the struggle initiated by the Prophet's call , 0 pure 
monotheism. Moreover, Badr had its monumental consequences i„ 
the history of Islam, launching the new power of the Muslim state of 
al-Madinah, and terminating the hegemony of the Quraysh. 

But it is the significance of Badr as a permanent feature of the 
methodology of Islamic dawah that must be highlighted here. For 
Badr is a major sign-post in the way of bringing about an Islamic 
transformation, and the re-ordering of a particular setting of human 
reality, whereby this reality will submit and conform to the pattern 
ordained by God, to which the Qur’an refers. No Islamic transformation 
can be effected without a Badr stage; because it is, in the very nature of 
things, that evil powers would attempt to obstruct the Islamic project. 
God has told us, in the Qur’an, that the strife and struggle between 
belief and unbelief is inevitable. It is a matter divinely ordained to test 
the Muslims will, on the one hand, and to vanquish and destroy evil, 
on the other hand. Thus every successful Islamic movement, every 
true Muslim community, must find its Badr and win it. Thus Badr is 
part of God s grand design for Muslims and any Islamic movement. 

e Qur an comments on the inevitability of Badr in the following 
wty ; Succour comes only from Allah, the All- Mighty, All-Wise and that 
t i / cut °ff a P ar t of those who disbelieve or overwhelm them, that 
w™ m (heir tracks unsuccessful. [Al 'Imran 3:126-127] 

Ac permit'" 38 " 41 of Siimh d-Hajj, make it very clear that 
defence wal 0 " G ° d gaVe t0 the Muslims, to fi 8 ht back ^ 
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the Badr to post-Badr, stage. At most, its existence will be a kind 
arrested growth, fossilized and senile. On the other hand, an Islam 
movement which rushes its pre-Badr stage, and moves to a stage < 
confrontation too early, without fulfilling its prerequisites and befo 
allowing conditions for a successful confrontation, will be destroye 
and its growth will be aborted, thus suffering defeat or annihilatic 
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. cn „ ,he battlefield, when they have become reasonably SUr 
adversaneso * ^ advantag e over them. The Qur'an 5 desL 
that they ^ } f the Prophet at Badr as possessing tremen^ 
n C Tld ph^ca. as well as mora. courage, to fight ^ 
Sength of one believer was the equal to that of the combin’d 
trenoth often unbelievers. When later, the Muslims became weakened 
Kv their desire for worldly things, their valour was reduced to j Ust 
double thatoftheunbelievers. The Qur’an also described the Musli ms 
as God-fearing, patient and dedicated to the cause of upholding God's 
word, and of loving God, and His Messenger more than they loved 
themselves. It was these characteristics which made them merit and 
deserve God’s help and succour, rendered to them by the sending of 
His angels to fight along their side. These characteristics were summed 
up in the opening verses of Surah al-Anfal in which the story of the 
Battle of Badr is given in considerable detail: 

Those only are the true believers who when God is mentioned, their 
hearts quake, and when His verses are recited to them, they increase 
them in faith, and in their Lord they put their trust, those who 
perform the prayer (Salat) expend of what we have provided of them. 

These are the true believers. They have high degrees with their Lord 
and forgiveness and generous provision. [ al-Anfal 8:2-4] 


9. EPILOGUE 


Gar conclusion deals with l_ _ _ r _ 

Qur an does not accept any excuse or justification from a Muslim for 
i 8 y aUowi "g himself to suffer religious oppression. If a Muslim 

" k 0t lteral ly imprisoned or materially held down, then he is not 
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Thus the Qur’an 1 consoled the Muslims that they were not 
responsible for the death of those Muslims, who, through their failure 
to act in earnest, to make the hijrah to Madinah, found themselves 
compelled by their situation to fight alongside the unbelievers at Badr. 
The Muslims were not to blame for the sad and tragic fate of those 
negligent Muslims. The issues relating to the wider question ofthe Pax 
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CHAPTER 3 


The Battle of Uhud: 
A Temporary Setback 


1. PROLOGUE 

It is said that every war has its seeds in some preceding war or conflict. 
This maxim could not have been more true than it was in the Battle 
of Uhud. Thus Uhud was, in effect, a direct consequence of the Battle 
ofBadr. 

The first reaction of the Quraysh to the news coming from Badr 
was one of disbelief, as they were so shocked by their defeat at the 
hands of the by far inferior force of the Muslims. Indeed it is very 
hard now, as it was then, to offer a materialistic or purely empirical 
explanation of superior performance of the Muslim army at Badr. 
This is a further proof of the Qur’anic explanation that the Muslims 
were aided by supernatural powers. As a matter of fact, both Muslims 
and ( the Q ur ^h agreed that the battle of Badr was decided rather 
softly, and that mysterious figures, dressed in white costumes and 
piebald horses, participated in the fighting. 1 


At fim n 2 ' QURAYSH mourn THEIR DEAD 
(peace be UFays J 1 V0Wec * not to mourn their dead, lest the Prop ie 
But they c/iT 3nC * Muslims should delight over their g rie 

anger rose d k °! ma * nta ^ n this posture, as the tide of their gri e 
ros e day by day. As the terrible scale of their defeat became m ote 
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had generally been pacific up to that event, because of the covenant c 
peace that existed between them and the Muslims. 8 A Muslim woma 

The Madinan lews enjoyed substantial qUar ' erS ° f ^ Qaynuc l 5 
amerce there. The Mushm . m ° n0 P oly of the trade an, 

tfl V‘ J 8a. nn refilSed ‘ he,esor,e d,oaninH e her,oun cove 

*> Crw Z T Km ,ri * He tippe. 


« 4e K= P,Si "'t>y heart 
(pea «b e „„ S t “ne, 0n ,u ' ncide m a n , 


««a, l, " h '*i.p 



Wt ,rand Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

. Ilv He rebuked the Jews of Banfl Qaynuqa‘ for having W 

tenant ** him > and a$ked ‘ hem * Pay ranSOm for the 
the ‘i But the Jews were defiant: ‘O Muhammad! Do not fall u 7? d 

had no knowledge of warfare. By God, if you were to wage war Upon 
us you would find us a formidable enemy. J 

' jailing to sway them to peace, the Prophet (peace be Upon 
him) resorted to a more drastic measure. He quickly mobilized the 
Muslims, and the Banu Qaynuqa ‘found themselves blocked in their 
quarter. The blockade lasted for fifteen days, at the end of which they 
surrendered. The Prophet (peace be upon him) ruled that they were 

to vacate the city of Madinah. They were not to take their armaments 
or their machinery, but only such light personal effects as they could 
carry. They moved north and settled in Adhri ‘at, near southern 
boundaries of Palestine. 

Of course, the incident of the Muslim woman, who was maltreated 
by the Jewish jeweller and his assistant, was not an isolated one. For the 
Jewish reaction to the victory of the Muslims at Badr, was one of open 
resentment and anger, mixed with increasing sense of insecurity, and 
anxiety for their status in Madinah. But above all, they were angry to 
see Muhammad (peace be upon him) growing in power and prestige. 
Their community was rife with resentment, and they talked ill of 
Muhammad and the Muslims. Due to their nearness to the Muslims, 
since they lived in the city centre, and because they mixed freely with 
[ he Muslims in *e market place, some of their ill-talk reached the 
Muslims. Moreover, the Qur’an had informed the Prophet (peace be 
P n him) of their state of mind and warned him against them, aI1 ^ 
ttoscheming. The Prophet (peace be upon him) was strongly urged, 
ur an, not to hesitate to sever his covenant with them. 

and amma d) unt0 those who disbelieve: you shall be defeated, 
f 6re . m ° an evil cradling. There has already been a 
in the wT ^ tW ° parties that encountered: one party fighting 
their (rein° an ^ anot her unbelieving, they saw them tw tee 
num er> dearly with their own eyes. Thus God supp or 5 
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L„ ng the Muslims, stiUh^U w . h ^ ^ The$e who still 

„f continued friendship and ^ ^ ^ their age - 

^STbnUadah, Chief of the Khazraj, and Sa'd ibn 
Mu l adh, chief of the Aws, not to speak of their staunch supporter an 
theirfriend, 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul. God revealed, concerning 
the Madinan Jews and the hypocrites the following verses, in the wake 


Oyou who believe, take not for your intimates others outside 
yourselves such men who spare nothing to ruin you: they yearn that 
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, ncrites but to the People of the Book living in Madinah, not fa 
h)T h Muslims, because the hypocrites did not show 0 pe n ha / 

«.«»«“ f "Oh, *£££ 

confirms the view that the reference m these verses is to , he P e |f 
of the Book in Madinah at that t.me. Yet, ,n Qutb s view, ,h e i mp „ n 

„f these verses is perfectly general. 

Thus, these verses must have also been revealed at a time wh en 
Muslim-Iewish relations in Madinah were taking a sharp turn for the 
worse. It is interesting that even so, the Muslim camp still harboured 
some love and sympathy for their Jewish compatriots, uninformed 
of the latter’s guiles and scheming against them, and completely 
unaware of the Madinah Jews’ increasing violations of the Madinah 
peace covenant. Especially vocal in his criticism and vilification of 
the Muslims, was Ka ( b ibn al-Ashraf, and two other poets among the 
lews of Madinah. Ka ( b ibn al-Ashraf of the Jews of Banu al-Nadir, 
could not contain his anger, when he learned about the defeat of the 
Quraysh at Badr, and openly remarked: ‘Those were the nobles of 
Arabia, and kings of mankind. By God, if Muhammad has slain these 
men, then the interior of the earth is a better dwelling place for us 
than the top of it.’ 8 

Ka b ibn al-Ashraf was so incensed by the news of the victory of 
the Muslims at Badr, that he even left Madinah before the Prophets 
return therein from Badr. Arriving at Makkah, he composed poetry 
in memory of those killed, and he offered his condolences to their 
amilks. However, the main purpose of his trip was to urge the 
3 'ans to seek revenge against Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
and the Muslims, and he promised Jewish help to that end. Moreover, 
i e v 'fi ed ,h e Prophe( (peace be upon h . m)> . nsulted and cur sed him 

conrnT ° U an8Uage ’ and in «nsed and provoked the Muslim*by 

C0 ^n g ,ndecen,poetryabouttheirwomen. 

him) AbQ 1 An. eWCUte ^ ° n t * le order °r the Prophet (peace be up 
po Ban ° ' Amir and As ™ bint Marwan, had bo* 
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* the Jews of Madinah wer P 8 of Abrah am. They were 

22 H-clsaac, son of Abraham whereas the Arabs 
,„d Ihe Muslims were Hagarites. In the words of the leaders of Banu 
Qayuuqa', in the heat of the conflict between them and the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), the Madinan Jews saw themselves as ‘nahnu al- 
Nfls.’ 7 i.e. ‘We are the men, the people that really counted.’ They were 
God’s Chosen People! It was during this time that Qur anic verses must 
hwbeen revealed which cautioned the Muslims against the scheming 
'Mews,and which forbade them to take the lewc in .. 
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nitalizing* no doubt, on the economic plight of the Bedo uins 
S,eP ' C v the collapse of the Quraysh commerce and economy in 
Tflv were partners and middlemen. They used to extend , heir 
protection to these caravans, and to receive fees in return. They also 
"*, ed their life needs and food and grams from these carav ans . 
Now that no caravans were coming by, due to the Muslim blockade 
I Bedouins were understandably restless. Some of them were already 
art of the new order, and they stood to benefit from it in various ways. 
Their economic needs were obviously taken care of; maybe from their 
share of the booty, as they fought alongside the Muslims, or even from 
Zak at being of the category of‘those whose hearts are to be won.’ This 
inference is inescapable, in view of the fact that the Banu Khuza'ah 
managed to maintain their alliance with the Muslims through the 
difficult phase of the blockade against the Quraysh, during which 
they had undoubtedly incurred great financial losses. Unless there 
was some system of reparation and compensation, it would indeed 
be difficult to explain how they had managed to stick to their alliance 
with Muhammad (peace be upon him), when that alliance was in 
direct conflict with their vital interest. An explanation that hinges on 
questions of religion or morality alone was not tenable, as they, the 
Khuza'ites, were not then Muslims, but only allies of the Muslims. 
No doubt their long standing rivalry with the Banu Bakr, who were 
traditional allies of the Quraysh, helped a little to sway them to the 
side of the Muslims. Whether this sheer rivalry that was the main 
stay of their alliance with the Muslims must be discounted, because 
sheer emotion, no matter how strong it is, cannot provide solutions 
to the mundane demands of everyday living. Thus the stirring of the 
Bedouins around Madinah was concentrated away from the land 
Khuza‘ah, which remained pacific, that is in the lands to the east an 
south-east of Madinah. 

Banr, ci 41 deification of the Banu Sulaym 

chief R? ym 3nd their traditi onal allies of Banu Ghatafan were 

efB edoum tribes around Madinah to cause concern and in##** 
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News reached the Prophet (peace be upon him), through his 
informants among the Bedouins, of the stirrings of the formidable 
Ghatafan and Sulaym. As was his work to do, he took this news 
very seriously, and acted upon it, decisively and swiftly. Before 
fae Bedouins could march against Madinah, the Prophet (peace 

C; lnSUch disarra/b Va “ ey ' 3nd Wto the d ‘ reCti ° n ^ 

^C° nseh » dt aC CaUse th ^ speed and ' ° Pen dese «. 
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reprisal against their aggressive scheming, which had I 

pilpeace be upon him) and the Muslims, fife, 
j expeditions against Banu Tha labah and Banu Muh 
mr . Those again, like Banu Sulaym and Ghatafan, ran 
mountains in Najd, and the Prophet (peace be upon 1 
)rce returned safely to Madinah, with the booty they 
from their encounter with Sulaym and Ghatafan. No bi 
eantured from Tha‘labah, and Muharib. 


5. THE MUSLIM BLOCKADE OF THE 
WESTERN CARAVAN ROUTE 
The Quraysh did not only suffer the terrible humiliation and defeat 
at Badr, but they also suffered no less affliction due to the Muslim 
blockade of their vital commerce routes to the north and south. They 
deliberated about ways and means of dodging the blockade at great 
length. Eventually, they thought that they could revive the eastern route 
that passed through Iraq, long abandoned because of its harshness, 
its remoteness, and the scarcity of water wells on the route. But they 
had no choice but to try the eastern route. One Safwan ibn Umayyah 
volunteered to command a trial trip to Syria, through the eastern route 
traversing Iraq. The caravan would carefully make its way through the 
friendly territory of Bakr ibn Wa’il, traditional allies of the Quraysh. 
The scarcity of water could be dealt with as, it being winter time, 
demand for water would be minimal. However, the Prophet (peace be 
u pon him) was informe that a caravan was ambushed by the Muslin 1 
«a place called al-Qaradah. The Muslim commander, the celebrate 
7 1 ,bn y iri ‘hah (formerly Zayd ibn Muhammad), returned 

*,rava„, worth one hundred thousand Dirhams completely^ 

wapp S l eag0nyan( ^ incli 8 nation of the Quraysh and their reso ^ 

theM 7 War ° fven 8 eance cached a climax. War was ine v,tab ‘ ’ 
Mnshm challenge would neither pass away, nor could be evaded 
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W0 i mce * *» W ofthe Prophet Mul > a ’»"'‘>d 
6 2 The Prophet Holds a Shura Council 
Muslims, however, were of a different opi nion T 
'Mo march out to meet the enemy, fearful that fighting ^ 
r i would be interpreted as cowardtce, and moreover Wou , 
1 destruction of wha, they were seeking to defend. These y 0unger 
T rl many of whom had missed the opportunity to participL 
Badr and were keen to make up for it, were the more vocal party 
1 ultimate resolution was that the Muslim army would march ou, 
,o meet the advancing enemy, outside Madinah. 

It is significant to note here the consistency ofthe Prophet’s use 
„f the shm institution. Particularly noteworthy here is his ready 
willingness to abide by the outcome of the consultation, even though 
it was contrary to his own considered opinion. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him), as was typical of his style of leadership, moved quickly 
to put the agreed resolution into practice. Having performed ( Asr 
prayer, he went into his house, and aided by Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, 
his two principal aides, put on his war armour. Meanwhile, those 
young Muslims became apprehensive, lest they had persuaded the 
gracious Prophet (peace be upon him) against his better judgment. 
To them, it was clear enough that the Prophet’s opinion was not a 
matter of divine revelation, otherwise they would not have challenged 
it, still they felt guilty that they had challenged the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). So, they approached Him and expressed some apology f° r 
challenging him. However, the Prophet (peace be upon him) firmly 
refused to reconsider a decision that had been agreed upon by a vast 
majority of the Shura Council, only a short while before. He said: ‘It 
wuld not behove a Prophet, when he puts his armour on, to take it 
, until God had decided between him and his enemy. 

T l „ 6,3 khe Muslim Army Marches to Uhud , 

I,^ rophe < <P^ce be upon him) then set out in the direction of ^ 
Star a n‘ ate afternoon - The Prophet’s refusal to 
Salul. AT 001 S u deC1S10n t0 8° out to meet the enemy had ang ere ^ 
" 8 the other senior Muslims, also of the opinion t 
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t Their number was at least three times that of the Muslims. 

b. They had a sizeable cavalry. 

It was these two advantages which he had thought to offset by 
lighting within the city. 

He now had to come up with a different strategy. This was to 
Zs^u d^ ? Uietly Under the C ° Ver ° f darkness > ^ the small 
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of important issues. Al-Waqidi states that a small contingent of | e . 
soflbn Salul, turned up at al-Shaykhan, and wanted to J 
, a rmy. But the Prophet (peace be upon him) turned ! 
back, no doubt because of the souring of Muslim-Jewish relations l 
the wake of the Banu Qaynuqa affair. However, Ibn Hisham’s versio 
merely mentions that Ibn Salul sought the Prophet’s permission! 
bring forward his Jewish allies, a request which the Prophet (pea ce be 
upon him) sharply declined, much to the exasperation of Ib n Salul 
who was still simmering over the rejection, by the Shura Council of 
his strategy of meeting the enemy inside the city. It must have been 
this development which prompted him to return to Madinah with 
almost one third of the army, followed no doubt by the hypocrites, 
and those whose feeble hearts had faltered. The dissension of Ibn 
Salul, and the split he had caused in the Muslim ranks at that critical 
moment, when they were getting ready to meet their enemy, should 
have been depressing and demoralizing. However, it did not seem to 
affect the Muslims’ spirits, which remained very high indeed. Two 
incidents give a sure indication of the steadfastness and morale of 
the Muslims: 

a - A group of Muslim youth of very tender age stealthily joined 
the army, apparently without seeking the Prophet’s permission. 
They were eleven in number altogether. Two of them, namely 
R^fi ibn Khadlj and Samurah ibn Jundub were fifteen years 
old and the rest were all thirteen years old. At first, the Prophet 
(pbuh) permitted Rafi' to join the expedition, on the account of 
IS re P uta, ion as a marksman. Then Samurah and his guardian 
Protested that if Rafi' was a good marksman, Samurah cou 
“«rcome him in wrestling. A measure of the light heartedness 
™egracious Prophet (peace be upon him), and his good da* 
_ 1116 ob cr * s ' s w as provided when he joyfully replied to 
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tlledty However, he did allow them to join the next battle of 
al-Khandaq, when they were fifteen years old. 

The names of those gallant boys, as given by al-Waqidi 12 
were: 

1. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab: Muhaj 

2. Usamah ibn Zayd ibn al-Harith: Muhajir 

3. Zayd ibn al-Arqam ibn abi al-Arqam: Muhaiir 

4 - Z ¥ ibn Thabit: Ansar. 

5 - Al-Nu'man ibn Bashir: Ansar 

• Al Bara’ ibn ‘Azib: Ansar ' 

• ^"Mayr: Ansar 
9 JJ ahlbn Aws: Ansar 
' Abu Sa 'td al-Khudri; Ansar 
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• sit down,’ said the Prophet (peace be upon hi m) 
repeated his request for a bodyguard: ’’ a nd 

■I will 0 Messenger of God!’ 

‘But who are you?’ Enquired the Prophet (p eaC e be u 
him). 

‘I am Ibn ‘Abd Qays.’ 

The Prophet (peace be upon him), then repeated his req Uest 
for the third time. Again it was the same man who answered 
with a different name! 

The Prophet was silent for a while, then he said: ‘All right 
the three of you shall be my bodyguards.’ 

At that point Zakwan came forward: 

‘But where are your two companions?’ 

‘There are none, it was only me who answered you in three 
times, 0 Messenger of God,’ said Zakwan. 

All right, said the Prophet (peace be upon him), then you 
shall be my bodyguard, 

May God preserve you. 


Then the general night guard for the whole army was selected. It 
consisted of fifty men, commanded by Muhammad ibn Maslamah, who 
succeeded in keeping the Quraysh Cavalry at bay for the whole night, 
though they came quite near to the Muslim encampment at Harrah. 

In the early morning, while still dark, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) made his way to the foot of Uhud, as we described above, while 
Ubayy ibn Salul, and presumably his Jewish allies, made it back t° 
Madinah. If the presence of this Jewish contingent, mentioned b) 3 
^ a qidi, and ignored by Ibn Hisham, was authentic, then it * ean 
1 1 e) were not representative of the generality of the Jews, w 
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emphatically: 

Keep the cavalry of Quraysh back, make sure they do not overrun 
us from behind! Do not, under any circumstances, leave your 
position at the top of the hill, be we victorious or be we defeated. 
Stay put in your places in all circumstances. Make sure that they 

do not overrun as from your direction, 18 said the Prophet (peace 

I* upon him) most emphatically. 
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When the gracious Prophet (peace be upon him) received this 
Quranic revelation, he repented and vowed that he would never have 
any of the dead mutilated. 

Yet the grief of the Prophet (peace be upon him) over the 
martyrdom of his most beloved uncle, who was also his long-time 
companion, actually never abated. Such was the profundity of hi 
sense of bereavement at the loss of the gallant Hamzah that, when 
he returned to Madinah that day and found the women of the A . 
keeping over their martyred husbands and fathers, he coU ^ . f 
contain himself, but loudly lamented: ‘What about Hamzah- W 
p ou ^ amz ah! No one seems to be weeping over his death to Y 
ro P ets gracious eyes were again filled with copious tears, 
on the Pro Phet (peace be upon him) fi fSt * et an d 

h?hl ’ ,he sl »yer of Hamzah, who then declared his Is 
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8. theprophetsufferedserious wounds 
The defeat of the Muslims, and the deaths of Hamzah, and t e 
beloved Mus‘abibn ‘Umayr were not the only calamities which the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) suffered that day at Uhud. His own 
person for the first time suffered serious injuries. A certain c Utbah 
ibnAbiWaqqas (brother of Sa ( d ibn Abi Waqqas) hit him very hard 
withi,stone, which cut a deep wound in his gracious face and cut his 
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9. THE MUSLIMS DEFEND THE PROPHET 

The extent of the Muslim’s losses at Uhud were devastating AK 
evenly of them lay dead, including Hamzah, and Mus‘ab ibn 
l e Muslims were in random, unprecedented flight in the fa ce of > ; 
enemies. So great was the magnitude of their defeat, after their i£ 
victory, that some prominent Companions of the Prophet ran 
their lives, leaving the Prophet (peace be upon him) alone on ft 
battlefield. ‘Umar ibn al-khattab, and Jalhah ibn ‘UbayduUah did 
run away. However, on hearing the cry that Muhammad was kin e( j 
they lost heart completely, and threw down their weapons and 
down on the ground, disconsolate. Anas ibn al-Nadr found them in 
that pitiful state. ‘Why are you sitting like this?’ asked Anas. They said: 
‘Alas! The Prophet has been killed.’ ‘Then die as he has died for the 
sake of Islam,’ shouted Anas, vividly annoyed. 


By saying this, Anas ibn al-Nadr apparently brought these great 
Muslims to their senses. As for himself, he plunged deep into the fray, 
fighting gallantly until he fell with more than seventy cuts on his body. 
Indeed, his body was so defamed by wounds, that only his sister could 
recognize him by a dye on his fingertips (henna). 


10. ANAS IBN AL-NADR 

The brave showing of Anas ibn an-Nadr, a relative of Anas ibn 
Malik, personal attendant of the Prophet (peace be upon him), was 
not an isolated case that day. It was, in fact, because of the bra\er) 
2nd heroism of a small band of Muslims, who defended the Prophe 
(peace be upon him) with their lives, that the unbelievers were not 
a ble to kill him. Again and again they tried to kill him, and every ti 
ey were driven back. Of these men, the most prominent were. 

Abu Dujanah, the red-banded knight. 

1 'Ali ibn Abl Talib. 

3 - Umar ibn al-Khattab. 
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The youthful Qatadah ibn al-Numan, narrates al-Wan a- 
t0 ,he Prophet (peace be upon him): Messenger of God and ^ 

‘You see I lost my eye, and I have a young and beautiful wife W h 
I love so much, and she likewise loves me. But I am fearful T 
now she would be put off by my blind eye.’ ’ hat 


Qatadah said that the Prophet (peace be upon him) took the b 
of his eye, which Qatadah was still carrying in his hand, and pV.J 
back in its place, and blessing it with his gracious hand, it became as if 
it had never been hurt. That eye never gave Qatadah any more trouble 
and was the better of his two eyes in old age, told Qatadah. 

The above list of men and women, who stood their ground in 
Uhud, and did not run away, is not exhaustive. Though he gives only 
fourteen names, al-Waqidi himself implicitly concedes that his list is 
not exhaustive, because he immediately afterwards mentions, on the 
authority of Ya'qub ibn ‘Amr ibn Qatadah, that the men who stood 
their ground, when the Muslims were defeated and took to fight in 
Uhud, were thirty in number. They all said: ‘O Messenger of God, our 
faces will defend your face, and our bodies, your body. May peace be 
with you, not bidding you goodbye, I?isha’ Allah. It is astonishing that 
al-Waqidfs list of fourteen, did not include ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattabor 
indeed such men as ‘Umarah ibn al-Sakan, Qatadah ibn al-Nu man 
or Mus ab ibn ‘Umayr, who might have been martyred early in the 
day. Al-Waqidfs list also failed to mention the two Muslim women 


who also stood their ground around the Prophet (peace be upon 
him), and defended him, although he mentioned them elsewhere ^ 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) himself fought gallantly, an 
erociously until his bow was broken and never moved b ac k' var 
,nc > nor at any point lost his heart or high spirit. In the ar 
ment, when all the fighting was just around him, and he 
in fi, e tar 8 et °f the Quraysh, and though his own Compani° 
the h ? a deSP ‘ te h ' S re P eated shouts to them, he sat d ° wn a '’ n0 t 
l h r d ° * dying ‘Umarah ibn al-Sakan on his lap, a " d d ' d 
ntl ^ mara h had passed away peacefully. 18 
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day it would have been difficult for anyone to keep an 
of Lt how many Muslims managed to hold their ground ^ 
Prophet (peace be upon him). It is not unreasonable to su Pp ' ! ht 
there were, in fact, more than thirty men and women. To th ?" 
lists, we may now add the name of: e a K 

34. Malik ibn Anas, Ansar, mentioned by Ibn Hisham 1 ’ to h 
sucked the blood from the face of the Prophet, in an effort*' 
Stop the bleeding. 

However, the Prophet (peace be upon him) managed to complete 
his retreat safely to the foot of Uhud, shielded by such men as Abu 
Dujanah, until he was killed, ‘Umarah ibn al-Sakan, also killed 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, Abu Bakr, c Umar, Zayd ibn Harith, Nusaybah 
bint Ka‘b, ‘All ibn Abi Talib, al-Zubayr ibn Al- c Awwam, Talhah 
ibn ‘Ubaydullah, al-Harith ibn Abi al-Simmah, etc. As the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) reached the foot of the mountain, Ubayyibn 
Khalaf, long time enemy of the Prophet (peace be upon him) since 
Makkah days, who used to threaten him before Hijrah, got word 
that Muhammad (peace be upon him) was still alive. He then came 
charging up to kill him: ‘0 Muhammad,’ he shouted, ‘may I not live,if 
you live today.’ The Muslim force defending the Prophet got ready to 
intercept him, when the Prophet (peace be upon him) pushed them 
aside, and jumped forward with such force and determination that 
some of them fell to the ground. 20 He (peace be upon him) shouted, 
‘let him come, let him come!’ 

Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) snatched a spear fro 10 
'he hands of al-Harith ibn al-Simmah, took a step forward and thre> 
!' Wth terrific f «ce against the attacker. The spear struck him ' 

IaC he turned his horse and ran awa y- He died on the 

witht eSt0r ' ofUbayy ibn Khalaf is very significant. Here wa 
who e "'. endous hatred towards the Prophet (peace be u P on h i S 
° C ° Mlnual >y harassed him at Makkah, and used to threaten 
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thinking contributed, in no smaller measure, to the fi na , n 
of the battle. The army of the Quraysh was still i n the v • ' 

Madinah. So the Prophet (peace be upon him), thou'!"’"'’ 0 ' 
exhausted so that he led the noon prayer that day seated 
regrouped and reorganized his army, and ordered a 
of the Quraysh. The Prophet (peace be upon him) hirnse'lf rS “ iS 
personal command of the army, and the Muslims joined i n '° 0l; 
cheer, and with a great deal of enthusiasm. The Muslim" ^ 
marched on Sunday; the battle of Uhud was on Saturday^ 
Sufyan and the Quraysh were pondering a fresh attack agaj 
the Muslims, to eradicate them. When they heard of the Prophet’s 
renewed march, they hastily made their way back in the direction j 
ofMakkah. The casualties from the Quraysh were relatively light 
twenty-two of them were killed. 

b. Other heroes of Uhud included: 

1 Hamzah 

2 Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr 

3 Abu Dujanah 

4 ‘Umarah ibn al-Sakan 

5 Anas ibn Abi Talib 

6 c Ali ibn Abi Waqqas 

7 Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydullah 

8 Nusaybah bint Ka‘b 

9 Abdullah ibn Jahsh [cousin of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him)] 

And many others. 

^ et list of the Uhud heroes will not be compl ete ^ 
jj'wng the extraordinary story of Hanzalah, Ghasilu al-Mala'> ’ ah , 

i ^ an gels had washed), and that of Abu Dujanah 

Dan ded hero). 
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in-chief of the Makkan army at Uhud. He came 


lt nm a d 
Ver y close 


in chief or tllc i,,a ' - ' •— - >■«>« very c u 

Abu Sufyan, but the latter shouted as Hanzalah threw 

on top of him, but a Makkan soldier overpowered Han", 1 '" 1 ’ 1 ' 

managed to kill him. ‘ ?alah >nd 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) later said: ‘Hanzalah 
washed by the angels! Ask his wife what was the matter L“,S 
They later asked her, and she said that when Hanzalah heard the h 
cries, he went out junuban, i.e. without washing from janabah^ 
is a religious obhgation for a Muslim after having sex with a \^\ 

11.3 The Story of Abu Dujanah: (The red-banded hero) 

A well-known knight of the Ansar, by the name of Simak ib n 
Kharashah, better known as Abu Dujanah. (The man with a red-head¬ 
band), was a formidable fighter feared by everyone. He converted to 
Islam, the Prophet (peace be upon him) appeared at the front of the 
Muslim army. He raised his sword high, and dished it saying: 

‘Who will take this sword of mine with its right?’ 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab rose and claimed the sword, but he was 
denied by the Prophet (peace be upon him). Then al-Zubayribn 
al-‘Awwam rose to take it, but he, too, was rejected. 

The two noble Companions were much mortified. 

Then Abu Dujanah rose and asked: 

What is its right, O Messenger of God?’ 

Its right is to smite the enemy with it until it breaks, replied the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 

I will take it by its right, O Messenger of God, said Abu 
Dujanah. 

Abu Dujanah and his red scarf have become a symbol „ 
snd dedication to the cause of Islam, in contemporary times. ^ 
eedom fighters everywhere, especially the young among 1 ^ 

seen wearing those red scarves around their heads, when ^ 
e front lines of the battlefield, symbolizing their reso rve( ) 
in n V * Ctor y or martyrdom. This phenomenon has $ u d3 n ’ 

0Sn ia, Afghanistan and among the mujahidun 0 
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dear: that defeat is from nafs (or ego) of the Musli ms . 
from S atan - an allusion to Satan’s role in tempting the Mur * lls » 
rebellion, dissent and disagreement. The Qur’an tells th u" 1 
that God had fulfilled his eternal promise of making them 1,1 
and so they were indeed victorious in the initial phase 0 fT?* 
at Uhud. Jtdt 

12.2 The Real Cause of the Defeat 
The Qur’an lays it out clearly, that the prime cause of defeat at Uhud 
was the disobedience and dissension of some Muslims, namely a r 
Rumat, i.e. the archers. God warned the Muslims many times that 
division and dissension are the prime causes of failure and defeat 
At Uhud, that lesson was practically demonstrated: the Muslims 
were initially victorious, then they disagreed among themselves (the 
archers) and they disobeyed the Messenger of God, and defeat became 
their lot. This is one of the prime lessons of the painful drama of 
Uhud: 

God has made good His promise unto you when you routed them 
by His leave, until your courage failed you, and you quarrelled 
about the matter, and you were rebellious, after he had shown 
you that which you love. Some of you want (the good) of this 
life, and some of you want (the goods) of the Hereafter. Then He 
swayed you away from them , so as that He might try! Yet now 
He has pardoned you, and God is bounteous to the believers. 

[Al ‘Imran 3:152] 

The archers were given explicit and very strict orders, by ^ 
Prophet himself, not to move from their position, on the top ^ 
ill. under any circumstances. But as soon as they saw the initi ^ 
^the Quraysh, and saw some of the Muslims collecting boo ^ 
Parted to leave their position on the top of the m0U " t ’^jjjh ib fl 
n t e collection of the spoils. Their own commander, A , et ’ s 
u ayr, tried very hard to dissuade them from violating t e wa $ 
0 rde rs, but they were unruly and rebellious. It was Satan 
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cousin ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh, and the killing of hi s dear 
Musab ibn ‘Uraayr... was meant to impress Upon 
that Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the Messen 
end of a long chain of Messengers, who had gone befofl* 1the 
a Messenger, he was human, who could be wounded*^ 
mortal and human; not of divine nature. So, would the M ° 
forsake and abandon their faith should Muhammad ( ^ 
upon him) die or be killed? This was indeed a strong rebuke^ 
those sincere Muslims, who lost their heart when they heardth° 
cry that Muhammad (peace be upon him) had died. e 

g. Uhud was also a lesson to the Muslims, concerning the reality 
of al-Qada wal-Qadar (divine decree and destiny). God had 
decreed that the Muslims would be defeated at Uhud, because 
of their rebellion and disobedience, and that destiny must be 
carried out. God does not favour the Muslims if they become 
rebellious or sinful. Thus the Muslims ought not to be deluded 
into the error that, no matter what they do, God will allow them 
to be victorious and prevail over their enemies. 

h. The Muslims, who ran for their lives, leaving the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) alone in the battlefield, were severely rebuked. 
It was declared that Satan had caused them to behave in that 
manner, because of their sins. How unbecoming of a true believer 
to flee in the face of the enemy, and how unbecoming of him, t° 
abandon the Prophet (peace be upon him), when he was call g 
upon him not to do so. 

• Yet God was quick to declare His pardon for those Musi 
who fled the battle. God is Bounteous to His servants. ^ ^ 
that, though they were not lacking in their love of Go ^ 
Messenger (peace be upon him), yet they were no ^°^ an 
humans, who were liable to suffer from all intrinsica y ^ ^ 
weaknesses and frailties. God told the Prophet (P eaC6 ion ate 
iru) that his heart had been rendered lenient and con p 
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If a wound touches you, a like wound had touch 
(unbelieving) people. These are the days (of history) 
to revolve among men, that God may know who are th *** 
believers, so that He would take from amongst you Martyr 
God does not love the unjust. {Al'Imran 3:140! S ’ a " <, 
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The beautiful Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr. 

The handsome ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh, the Hashimi, cousin of the 
Prophet. 

Hanzalah, the bridegroom who spent only one night with his 
bride: He whom the angels had washed. 

Abu Dujanah, the red-banded knight. 

Anas ibn al-Nadr al-Ansari 

Shammas ibn ‘Uthman, whom the Prophet (peace be upon hin^ 
likened to the Jinn, because of his agility and speed, as well as 
rest of the seventy martyrs of Uhud. 


The total numbers of the Martyrs at Uhud were mo f 
seventy. The above names are just some of the most P^° m . in 
amongst them. They are in eternal bliss, a recompense or g ^ 
e,r lives early, so that the torch of the Islamic 


12.4 Martydom, the Highest Honour of the Day 

The highest honour of the day of Uhud was the choice of the mar 
God’s greatest honour to the believers. To be a martyr is to belay 
fighting in the way of God. So Uhud was the greatest day where God 
elected and chose those he loved the most to be His martyrs, ever livi 
in His Paradise, ever present in His audience, enjoying the eternal bliss 
of the vision of His most beautiful Countenance; happy and rejoicing 
in the Bounty of their Lord. The following are the Martyrs who are 
ever living, ever present, never to die again: 


• Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib. 
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12.5 The Immediate Aftermath of Uhud 

of Uhud deserves a separate chapter. It Was 
It dpnicts the State of the Mil cl;_ Ver v 


The aftermath of Uhud deserves a separate chapter. It Was 
ndverycolourful- It depicts the state of the Muslin, co mi J'.^ 

wake of disaster and calamity. Though the Muslims, |jj< e ' 

beings, grieved a. the loss of their loved ones, and the P r0 p h 
be upon him) himself grieved above all for his lost Companion P ' a " 
of all Hamzah and Mus’ab, yet the tempo of the communis 
the mood of the masses was not one of despair, or submission!' ^ 
events, or dismay or apathy. Far from it, the mood of the commu % 
was one of anger and a burning desire to avenge their losses ^ 
wanted to meet their enemy at the earliest possible opportunity l 
raise the banner of their faith higher then that of the Quraysh This 
defiant mood was symbolized by three occurrences in the aftermath 
of Uhud. 


a. Exchange between c Umar and Abu Sufyan: 

When the battle cleared: there came Abu Sufyan, mounted 
arrogantly on his chestnut horse. He called out to the Muslims: 
‘Where is Abu Bakr, son of Abu Quhafah? Where is ‘Umar, 
son of AJ-Khattab? This day in exchange for Badr. The days 
revolve. War is a revolving game: one day for you, another 
against you. Exalt thyself, O Hubal!’ 26 

‘Umar looked to the Prophet (peace be upon him) who 
dictated to him: 

God is more High and more superior in Majesty. 

‘We are not equal,’ said ‘Umar, ‘Our slain are in Paradise, 
your slain are in Hell.’ 

Abu Sufyan recognized the voice of ‘Umar. 

0 Umar, I adjure you by God, have we slain 
Muhammad?’ 

No, by God, he is here now listening to what you say. ^ 

Abu Sufyan was dismayed at the news that Muhamma 
a hve. He turned back to go, but again shouted: ^ 

Some of your dead have been mutilated. I want yoU d 
ow that it was not at the orders of our senior corn ^ 
that they we re so mutilated. But I do not regret it eit er - 
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, answered the messenger, looking at 
doubt amazed and impressed by her strength 
and forbearance. 

‘I want to look at him. Where is he? Just show me where he 
is. 1 want to see him,’ she insisted. 

‘He is over there, look!’ said the messenger. 

The brave woman said: 

'Eveiy calamity is trivial now that I know that the Messenger 

; The Arabic word jalal means trivial or 

smau, it also means great. 
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‘They are my tw° sons> re pli e d al-Sumayra’, in u 

of-course way. er mat *er- 

'Hall Hall' said she, pulling the rein of her camel 
she went towards Madinah, late in the afternot^ ^ 0ff 
Saturday of the battle of Uhud. n of that 

This is just one example of these thousands 0 f u l 
heroes and great personalities which Islam and the 
Islam have produced for mankind. 0phet of 

The third incident, depicting the mood of the Muslims i 
immediate aftermath of Uhud, is provided by the Prophet’s 111 
to the Muslims on the next day, to the battle, to mobilize in hot 
pursuit of the Quraysh. Almost all of those, who participated 
in the battle, responded with cheer and enthusiasm, even the 
wounded, some of them badly wounded, came along. The 
swiftness, the courage and the high morale of the Muslims were 
indeed phenomenal. The Muslims’ army followed the tracks of 
the Quraysh, who had been pondering a renewed attack on the 
Muslims. When they heard of the advancing army of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), they quickened their pace in the direction 
ofMakkah, frightened at the prospect of renewed fighting. This 
incident tells a great deal about the Prophet’s genius as a leader 
and a military commander. Something must be done to elevate 
the morale of defeated Muslims, and at the same time frighten 
the Jewish enemy within Madinah, and the unruly Bedouins, 
munafiqin (hypocrites) in the area around Madinah. Also, 
Arabs of Arabia at large, must know that the military power 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Muslims had not been 
crushed by the defeat at Uhud. Far from it, it was largely i® 
and the evidence for this was provided by their ability to n ^ 
quickly and go out in pursuit of their Quraysh enemies. « 
that the Quraysh did not encounter them afresh 8^ ve , 0 f 
credibility to their military power and valour after t e ^ 

• ud - A11 th ese factors helped to bring home to the Q ura 
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Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered th 

* . *1___ ,.rkn uroro lrnAurn U _ ^ Dl 


r--- r x . •/ Wiuered the k 

ng ed that those who were known to be memorize^ f riaI b e 
buried first, at the head of his friend or relatives § Qur ’ 
As we said before, when the Prophet (peace be 
returned to Madinah, late that afternoon of Saturda * UP ° n bin 
in the second year of Hijrah, he heard the women of Z - 5 Shaw * 
and lamenting the loss of their men. Tears again filled Weepin 
he said: ‘But Hamzah, who would lament Hamzah tod r ^ an 
The leaders of the Ansar Sa ( d ibn Mu adh, and Us T' 
overheard him. They hurriedly summoned and gathered 1 ° Hudayi 
of the Ansars, and sent them over to the Prophet’s h W ° mei 

Hamzah. The Prophet (peace be upon him) was sati^fied^ 
a while gave them leave to go. He praised them and said- **“ 
reward you, you have amply consoled us on (the death u G ° d 
with yourselves.’The Prophet (peace be upon him) then saidS 
Gods mercy be upon the Ansar. They were known for their abZ 
to give comfort and condolence since antiquity.' Then he ordered th! 
Ansar women to leave, and all weeping to stop. 
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chapter 

nhudtoal-Khandaq: 


1 the long term aftermath of uhud 

Although the outcome of the Uhud Battle was not a complete defeat, 
It y all the symptoms of a crushing defeat: 

a. More than seventy Muslims were killed, including the valiant 
Hamzah, and the veteran da'iyah and ambassador Mus ab ibn 
‘Umayr. 

k Bit Prophet himself was badly wounded. 
c The Muslims look to flight in , 

fct time in the history of i s i a m ^ Were defeated, for the 

lews and the hvn • - ’ ^ 

s*«. " , " ,d 
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to move -- -— " ,u «y seen , 

a, Uhud, and what it led to by way of compromising a " 

the Prophet’s authority and prestige. The pursuit, which 1 
(peace be upon him) carried out the next day to the batfl N* 
some effect to offset some of these negative consequences oft'iT ^ 
but that was not enough. Some more measures had to be 
safeguard the state and the Muslim society. In particular, the p 
(peace be upon him) had to keep a close watch on the' mov"*’ 
and the steering of the Arab Bedouins in the desert around™"'’ 
Bedouins were known for their treachery and unruliness, and forth”' 
cruelty and love for material gain. They had no inhibition to kill ^ 
raid for the slightest reason. The only way to check them, was to show 
them force and power and to convince them that they could get no 
material gains. For this reason, the Prophet (peace be upon him) was 
wise enough and vigilant enough to keep a close watch over them. He 
sent eyes’ amongst them, and those gave detailed information about 
the Bedouin movements. 
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fast to offset these traces of what was widely 


la ^m a d 


2. THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST BANU ASAD 
Through his agents ‘eyes’, the Prophet (peace be upon him) got 
word about the intentions of the tribe of Banu Asad to attack and 
plunder Madinah and kill the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself 
Immediately, he dispatched an expeditionary force of a h UI ^ r ® 
and fifty fighters commanded by Abu Salamah ibn Abd 
ordered them to take the enemy by complete surprise. He a 
them to take un-trodden roads, and to march by night and ^ 
day. They reached their destination, attacked the enemy he or ^ 
and took them by complete surprise, as planned. The enem) 
ispersed in all directions, leaving their women and P r0 P j^e. 
uslim force gathered plenty of booty and returned sa 0 f 
« campaign did a lot to restore the prestige and the ^jthin 
e rophet (peace be upon him) and kept the enemy 
S anc ^ hypocrites) well checked and well pacified- 


fHa ^ 51 r 

Kha n<M :T " neS ° - u iB N vS was 

3 in cident yi * P of Hudhay 1 - •* of th e tribe dull ah 

foUnd elf, e amo n g st his „pon him)’ 
'A^-gtsufyan a11 by UjtfthePr°P het ir chief. ag ainst 

o»'^' J J he^ anen f h Hudhayl. and tb» t0 

, 0 Madinah, and told the Prop A$ news sprea d about 

ofKhalid, head and Chie Hudhayl were duly 

eventually dropped. _ } 

Thesenvo incidents, together with the Prophet’s advance to Hamra 
al-Asad, went a long way to restore the morale of the Muslims, and 
to keep the enemies of Islam, both from within and without, duly 
checked and pacified. 

T HE QUR’ANIC COMMENTARY 

However, the greatest^ EVENTS 0F UHUD 

from Qur>5nic 

si*; “ ,olio “ c " of th '“ ,erses o f 

^through 

^ 10 7 sa, 
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War and Peace "< ,he u f e °f the Prophet Muhammad 

When thou wentest forth at dawn from thy people to hd 
believers in their pitches for the battle - God is All- Heari „f^ 
Knowing 

When two parties of you were about to lose heart, though God 
their Protector - and in God let the believers put all their trust ^ 
And God most surely helped you at Badr, when you were utt 
abject. So fear God, and haply You will be thankful. ** 

When thou saidst to the believers, 7s it not enough for you th 
your Lord should reinforce you with three thousand angels sent down 
upon you? 

Yea; if you are patient and godfearing, and the foe come against y ou 
instantly, your Lord will reinforce you with five thousand swooping 
angles. God wrought this not, save as good tiding to you, and that 
your hearts might be at rest; help comes only from God 
The All-Mighty, the All-Wise; 

And that He might cut off a part of the unbelievers or frustrate 
them, so that they turned in their tracks, disappointed. 

No part of the matter is thine, whether He turns towards them 
again, or chastises them; for they are evildoers. 

To God belongs all that is in the heavens and earth; He forgives 
whom He will, and chastises whom He will God is All-Forgiving, 
All-Compassionate. 

0 Believers, devour not usury, doubled and redoubled, and fear 
you God; haply so you will prosper. 

And fear the Fire prepared for the unbelievers, and obey God and 
the Messenger; haply so you will find mercy. 

And vie with one another, hastening to forgiveness from your 
Lord, and to a garden whose breadth is as the heavens and earth, 
prepared for the Godfearing who expend in prosperity and adversity 
in almsgiving, and restrain their rage, and pardon the offences of 
their fellowmen; and God loves the good-doers; 

Who, when they commit an indecency or wrong 
themselves, remember God, and pray forgiveness for their sms 
- and who shall forgive sins but God? 

And do not persevere in the things they did and that witting /• 

°se - their recompense is forgiveness form their Lor 
gardens beneath which rivers flow, therein dwelling forever; 
n d how excellent is the wage of those who labour? 





p*** j touch* y 0 * “ turn a”> ons m .’ witnesses fr orn 




behoUmg. * Mfjjen?er; msel ,gers have passed 

'C-—«*»** *'"" “ c ° d 

i„ „ny way; and God will recompense the thankful. 

It is not given to any soul to die, save by the leave of God, at an 
appointed time. Whoso desires the reward of this world, We will give 
him of this; and whoso desires the reward of the other world, We will 
[whim of that; and We will recompense the thankful. 

Ulya Prophet there has been, with whom thousands manifold 
'"hkmdthey fainted not for what smote them in God’s wav 
fcprf* mi "° ,dUl ,h ‘ y hmble Ihemelv <* and God love's 
mhm l'lse they said but ‘Lord ■ 

oi (mthem , pcop,e °f the unbelievers 

mru 'fi OU they the unhl G ° 0 d - do m. ™ 

**■» ** 
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God has been true in His promise towards you when 


ntntnad 


them by His leave; until you lost heart, and quarrelled\ i. WoS,e<i 
matter, and were rebellious, after He had shown you that °"‘ ' he 


for. 


you i 0l 




Some of you there are that desire this world, and some of 
are desire the next world. Then He turned you from theml ^ 
might try you; and He has pardoned you; and God is Bounty ^ 
the believers. € ° Us to 

When you were going up, not twisting about for anyone, and 
Messenger was calling you in your rear; so He rewarded you with grief 
on grief that you might not sorrow for what escaped you neither f 
what smote you; and God is Aware of the things you do. 

Then He sent down upon you, after grief, security - a slumber 
overcoming a party of you; and a party themselves had grieved, 
thinking of God thoughts that were not true such as the pagans 
thought, saying, have we any part whatever in the affair? Say: 

The affair belongs to God entirely. They were concealing in their 
hearts that they show not to thee, saying, Ah, if we had a part in the 
affair, never would we have been slain here. Say : l Even if you had 
been in your houses, those for whom slaying was appointed would 
have sallied forth unto their last couches; and that God might try 
what was in your breasts, and that He might prove what was in your 
hearts; and God knows the thoughts in the breasts. 

Those of you who turned away the day the two hosts 

Encountered - Satan made them slip for somewhat they had earned, 
but God has pardoned them; God is All-Forgiving, All-Clement. 

0 believers, be not as the unbelievers 

Who say to their brothers, when they journey in the land, or are 
upon expeditions, ‘If they had been with us, they would not have 
died and not been slain’ - that God may make that an angles i > 
their hearts. For God gives life, and He makes to die; and Go 

the things you do. 

Vy° u ar e slain or die in God’s way, forgiveness and mercy fro"' 
God are a better thing than that you amass; , » ^ 

Sur *y if you die or ore slain, it is unto God you shat 

mustered. ^ ^ 

It was by some mercy of God that thou wast gentle to tin'"' 

0u een harsh and hard of heart, they would have scatte 


_ , h ipand sorroW 

^ Tinl e 5 o fHar an d take 

lKha n cM T ' "for*** , t thY 

,l„ fruits°f ,us ^ rectiott: then every ,, not ^ wronged. 

On the day °f e d, and they sh w fr 0 is 

ta »,,, G od-and God sees the things they do. y 

•ssxssz —*--** 

1% when an affliction visited you, and you had visited twice over 
the like of it, did you say, ‘ How is thisV Say: ‘This is from your own 
selves; surely God is powerful over everything 
And what visited you, the day the two hosts encountered, was by 
God's leave, and that He might know the believers; and that He might 
dultmi the hypocrites when it was said of them, ‘Come now fight 

I : CoUn,nt » those w i,! r ° USpeak truly: ^ Then a 

$***££ ^ ttS dead > but 


overt 
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A „d those who answered God and the Messenger after the 
h „d smitten them - to all those of them who did good ani T" d 

Go d, shall be a mighty wage; < reared 

Those to whom the people said, The people have gathered a • 
you, therefore fear them;’ but it increased them in faith, a jT' 
said, 'God is Sufficient for us; and excellent Guardian is He ' y 
So they returned with blessing and bounty from God, untouch 
by evil; they followed the good pleasure of God; and God is of bounty 
abounding. 

That is Satan frightening his friends, therefore, do not fear them 
but fear you Me, if you are believers. 

Let them not grieve thee that vie with one another in unbelief; they 
will not hurt God; God desires not to appoint for them a portion in 
the world to come, and there awaits them a mighty chastisement. 

Those who buy unbelief at the price of faith, they will nothing hurt 
God; and there awaits them a painful chastisement. 

And let not the unbelievers suppose that the indulgence We grant 
them is better for them; We grant them indulgence only that they may 
increase in sin; and there awaits them a humbling chastisement. 

God will not leave the believers in the state in which you are, until 
He shall distinguish the corrupt from the good, 

And God will not inform you of the Unseen; but God chooses out 
of His Messengers whom He will. Believe you then in God and His 
Messengers; and if you believe and are Godfearing, there shall be for 
you a mighty wage. 


5. LESSONS TO BE DEDUCED FROM THESE VERSES: 

L God assures the Prophet (peace be upon him) that He ^ aS) 
fall cognizance of the grave events of Uhud, He is All He^ ^ 
and All-Knowing; every detail of the battle, from the start ^ ^ 
finish was witnessed by Him that He was there when the rop^ 
(peace be upon him) stationed his forces at the bc^ttom q ugt’s 
with the archers on the top of the mountain, and of the 
strict orders to them never to leave their station on the ^ ^ 
fountain, come what may, even if they saw the imn 1111 . aflt 

° fthe Prophet (peace be upon him) himself. God was t> 
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to be demoralized by* w kn( 

!£i hearm ^t Ie n irtrf b and Protector, and that 1 

j Then God reminded them how He made them victorious at Bai 
when they were weak and helpless! So they ought to fear G( 

alone and be grateful to Him. 

4. The prime lesson to be remembered from Badr, is that suca 
and victory proceeds from God alone, either through t 
instrumentality of the angels or without them. It so happen 
tin the victory achieved at Badr was through the mediation 
ongels, but that was not a necessary arrangement. 

X M H USlimS achiev ^ at Uh, 

b ; ,ed » b i'c.ive;,ocu,off par t ofth a V™ Hmited and wit! 

to turn aeain A** first phase of the haul y l h aSSOC >atOrs 

g^Sass?:. 












8 . Verses 130-134, hint to the primary cause of defeat at Uhud, 
namely the excessive love of material things, especially money. 
It was their love of gathering booty, that lured the archers to 
disobey the orders of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and to 
leave their position at the top of the mountain, though they 
were strongly ordered not to do so, under any circumstances. It 
is the love of money and material gains that led some Muslims 
to indulge in usury with the Jews of Makkah and Madinah, and 
it was the love of money that made them unwilling to spend o 
their wealth in good causes at difficult times. The Muslims we^ 
enjoined to be of the God-fearing, and restrain their anger a^ 
outcome of the Battle of Uhud, especially at the mutilation o ^ 
corpses of Hamzah and Mus'ab ibn ‘Umayr, and they 
advised to forgive and forget the wounds inflicted upon 

during the Battle. " f 

Verse 135 of Surah Al ( Imran , indirectly reminded the ^ 

the major sin they had committed at Uhud, by their 
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ms at Badr. 

>edy at Uhud was an essential trial for the Muslims, so 
1 would know, who would be mujahidun and those who 
iear the outcome with good patience. Muslims should 

e to enter Paradise before that examination or trial was 
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t Uhud 
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14. 


Verses 148 and 149, remind the Muslims that if t h e 
ways of the unbelievers (Jews as well as the hypo 7 ° llowt,le 
would reduce themselves to unbelief (back on theirhTn ^ 
is the way it is, according to the laws of God (the sunan of ^ 
These laws dictate that conflict and even war is inevitable b ^ 
truth and falsehood. The Muslims must learn that they have^ 
to fight for their rights to be free to worship none but God alone 
and they must fight to make His word supreme on earth The 
unbelievers, if they have their way, would not allow them to do 


so. Life is not the mere enjoyment of food and comforts, or the 
realization of material goods. It has higher ideals of upholding 
justice and truthfulness and equality, and above all, freedom 
to worship God All-Mighty alone. In so far as some men are 
inclined towards tyranny and oppression, and so long as such 
a thing as aggressiveness is in-built in the nature of some men, 
then the Muslims must always be ready to suffer the infliction of 
wounds, and indeed death itself, in the way of God. As a reward 
for bearing these inflictions, God has promised them one of the 
two best eventualities: Victory or Martyrdom. The unbelievers 
have no such prospects or promises! 


15. Verses 150,151 and 152 tell of God’s promi ses t0 g ive ^ MuS ^ 
eventual victory over the polytheists of the Quraysh, an ^ 
He will do so by installing terror and fear in their 
promise was realized for the Muslims in the initial p a ^ 
Battle of Uhud. But subsequently, the Muslims ^ S °^ ent All 
rebelled and were indulged in division and disag reSll lt of 
the subsequent calamities and disappointments we ^ ^ jse 153. 
these misdeeds of the archers and their disobedient^ 
refers to the worst of all of these disasters, name) 


Sorrow 


^ d, ° a 


q ■ E ofl he ‘ rPrOP n) vThis verse 




caus^ 


First , 1 


_ follows: 

tfflinb these T" the flight of the M usIirr>s ' 

. **££&**■*•* 

, ^dieMudims were surrounded by the enemy from 

all sides, and the prospects of utter routing! 
vL The abandoning of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
despite his repeated calls for them to rally round him! 

'• Verse 154 tells of the mercy of God towards the Muslims, despite 
their misdeeds, that after these calamities and sorrows, they 
Juiced when they discovered that the Prophet (peace be upon 

^ started an argument ^ ^YPOCrites amongst 

^ as ' e wron 8 decision 

;»«*> svi th r ; n Th e> ' My 
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God advises the Prophet (peace be upon hi m ) 
hypocrites that if they fought the enemy f rom W J° tel1 S 
hiding in their homes, the result would have beerT 
and those whom God had destined to die that day ^ ^ Sanie: 
come forth from inside their homes, and would hav I° Uld have 
anyway. That is the fate of God, and the fate of God tT 
change, come what may. God attributes the misgivi n ^ ^ 
hypocrites to the traces of the Jdhiliyyah ideas anTd^ ^ 
still rife in their minds and hearts. They were also due toh^ 
doubts about God’s promises to make the Muslims victoriou! 
God further promised to disclose and expose the real motives 
and the real unbelief, hidden in the breasts and hearts of these 
hypocrites, motives and unbelief which God knows too well! 

17. In verse 153, God tells the Muslims that He caused them 
disappointment after disappointment {fa athabakum ghamman 
bighammin ) i.e. the defeat was actually a consequence of the 
Muslims’ misdeeds, especially that of the archers. In verse 155, 
it attributes these calamities to Satan, but it adds that Satan 
only had his way with them, because of their misdeeds, sins and 
crimes, especially the crime of disobedience to the Prophets 
command for the archers not to leave their positions under any 
circumstances. But the verse also carries the good news of Gods 
forgiveness for the Muslims. 

18. Verses 156, 157 and 158, are very educative and noble verses. 
They enjoin the Muslims that death is not caused by trax 

by battle, one dies only when one’s set term of life is COI ^ t j n g 
The morale of this is that Muslims should not fear 
or travelling or taking any reasonable risks in life, 0 ^ 

death. That fear is the characteristic of the thinking n ^ 
the unbelievers, but it is not befitting of the Mus imS ^ ecauS c 
Muslims were actually killed in battle, when fighting in ^ ^ re 
of God, that is even better for them. They die as ^ ar ^ ere aft er 
assured of God’s forgiveness and mercy for them in 
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l^iihe disobedience of the archers, and the ill arguments ot 
ihehypocrites, who ascribed the defeat to the Prophet s acting 
on the outcome of the Shura Council. 

Despite the ensuing, and on-going controversy about the shura> 
aikypocntes’charge that the defeat on Uhud was a direct result 
rtePropWsactmgo" the outcome of the youth-dominated 
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rich or poor, learned or of the generality of Musli 

there are occasions when only learned and expert ° f C ° Ur se 

should be consulted. If the topic of a Shura Council^ Muslinis 

one, it makes no sense to insist on consulting the 3 tCChnical 

of Muslims. But when the issue is a general one 

debated by the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the^ ?"* 

concerning how best to defend Madinah, it was anybod ’ 

Thus shura position in Islam is quite an entrenched 
at the very core of the political theory of Islam TheT^ ^ * 
Prophet (peace be upon him) practiced shura during the'clune 
of events, either leading to Uhud or ensuing it, and the fact that 
the gracious Prophet (peace be upon him) followed the outcome 
of the Shura Councils is quite significant despite the fact that (1) 
it was against his own well-considered personal opinion, and (2) 
despite the fact that the resolution adopted was backed by the 
youthful Muslims, and opposed by the elderly and the veterans, 
still the Prophet (peace be upon him) adopted it. All of this goes 
a long way to prove conclusively, that the outcome of the shura 
is obligatory, on both the members of the Shura Council, and the 
executive authority. None of the two parties would be allowed 
to go back upon their resolutions, once they have clearly voted 
for it. This is borne out by the trial of the youthful Muslims to 
reverse their earlier resolution to fight the enemy from outside 
Madinah, when they realized that their resolutions ran counte 
to the personal opinion of the Prophet (peace be upon hin^ 
However, the Prophet (peace be upon him) rejected that ^ 
move, saying that ‘no Prophet will change his mind abou^g^ 
out to the battlefield, once he has put on his armour* ^ j s 
decides between him and his enemy in the battlefie ^ ^ ulTiaI i 
only a means of reaching the best and the most corr 
opinion or resolution. However, it does not guarante ^ v j ctor y 
achieve victory. This is the privilege of God alone, to ^ 
or succour. For these reasons, Muslims must stn ^ ^ ave to p ut 
most correct or wise course of action. After that t 
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•Ik collection of the booty, in the initial phase of the battle, 
when the Muslims were in fact victorious. Verse 161 questions 
the proposition that the Prophet (peace be upon him) would 
teunjust in distributing the booty, asking how would one, like 
*e Prophet (peace be upon him), who was phenomenal in 

""W Prophets as a whole 0 Ur™?* ^ benefits of this 

^'^'^theMos 'el n a Mul?amma d is the last 
for it. d| , because He know, , nd hoi, our i n the 


" ,of their Lord u of esteem an a u IU > ar< 

‘^forthr ; becauseHe ^knows their , ^ h ° n ° Ur in the 


h 




'ht I64 j. 

\wer Kpecii 

. ' that H e 



“ lU '' ad dres S e dt 

k UP ° n hi m 













•r o* 


War and Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

from their own kith and kin, an Arab from amongst h 
he would recite the noble verses of the Qur’an o n 
he would purify and cleanse them from sins and dish.’ that 
and that he would teach them what is contained i n the 
the Qur’an. Moreover, he would teach them Prophetic B °° kof 
and the practical implementation of the teachings ohh^ 001 ’ 
though they were in manifest error and ignorance ? ^ 
jdhiliyyah days. ln their 

22. Verses [165-168], reiterate themes, mentioned before, that- 

i. The calamity that had befallen them in Uhud, is due 
to their deeds, yet why should they be vexed that 
calamity may overtake them? Had they not inflicted a 
worse disaster and defeat upon the unbelievers at Badr? 
These are the revolving fates of God and His laws, that 
whoever does a misdeed, be he Muslim or unbeliever, 
is punished! 

ii. Even so, Muslims must know that what had happened 
to them in Uhud, was by permission of God; and so 
that God would know the true believers from amongst 
them. 

ii. Also, those events were a trial so that God would also 
know the hypocrites, who are unwilling to fight in 
the way of God, and to expose their real stance: being 
nearest to unbelief rather than faith, they said by their 
mouths what was not in their hearts. 

iv. They spread false rumours that, if their position at th^ 
Shura Council was adopted, defeat would not ^ 
befallen them at Uhud. And they stayed be 
Madinah, and failed to come forth to battle. The ^ 
obviously an allusion to ‘Abdullah ibn an d 

and his faction, who deflected at the critic ^ 
did not take part in the fighting. Ibn Salu 
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W»t ,thosewhowere slain in God’s way as dead, Nay, 

k/m din with their Lord, receiving their sustenance (as 
usual) rejoicing in the bounty that God has given them, and 

wfiil in (theprospects of) those who remain behind and have 
not yet joined them, because no fear shall befall them, neither 
shall they grieve. Joyful in blessing and bounty from God, and 

fomioes not leave, to waste the wage of the believers I Al 
Imran 3:169-171] 1 
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iheprevious day. The Muslims army marched until they reached 
a place called Hamra’al-Asad, about eight miles from Madinah 
io the South, on the road to Makkah. That was on the 16th of 
Shamval, of the second year of the Hijrah. The Prophet (peace 
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tried many times over. The Prophet (peace be 
he was encamping at Hamra’ al-Asad, met a tmT 1 ^’ 38 
of Banu Abd al-Qays; the Prophet (peace be upc^h- 1 ” 8 band 
about Abu Sufyan and his intentions. They told him ^ 
them a message saying that he was coming back to to'#* 9 ** 
exterminate the Muslims. At that point, the Prophet ? ln3ht ° 
upon him) said: The Qur’an alludes to this incident anT ^ 
encounter in verse 173-175. Said God in these verses- ^ ^ 

Those who responded to the call of God and Messenger, after 
wounds have hit them, to those who did well and feared (God) 
is a great reward. Those to whom people said that the people 
have massed against you, therefore fear them, but it increased 
them in faith, and they said c God is Sufficient onto us, and He 
is an excellent Guardian .’ So they returned with blessing and 
bounty from God, untouched by evil, and they followed the good 
pleasure of God and God is indeed of bounty abounding.That is 
the Satan frightening his friends, therefore do not fear them, but 
fear you Me if you are (true) believers... [ Al ( Imran 172-175] 

26. Verse 176, consoled the Prophet (peace be upon him) and sought 
to comfort him, concerning the withdrawal of the hypocrites from 
the battlefield, headed by Ibn Salul. God told the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) not to grieve over their behaviour. God desired not 
to appoint for the hypocrites any portion of rewards in thewor 
to come. Verse 177, still commenting on the behaviour o^ 
hypocrites, and their withdrawing from fighting, said tha ^ 
would make no difference to God, Who did not need t ei 
deeds, nor did He need their fighting in the way of ^ 
will only harm themselves, as they will be severely ^p f0 ph e t 
the Hereafter. Thus, this verse continued to comfort t 
(peace be upon him) and the Muslims, on the sad an ^ 

events of the day of Uhud. In the same vein, verse 1 an y 

hypocrites that the fact that God did not cause them *° ^the 
immediate punishment for their betrayal of the Mu$ ^ g 0 od 
betrayal of God and his religion, does not mean t 
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in the way of God, and were niggardly wit)l 
their necks on the day of Resurrection and **’’*'>?i*, 
inheritance of the Heavens and Earth, andV' 
of all the things these Jews of Madinah wered'o 
Thus we arrive at the end of th„ c » . 


of all the things .„ ulllall weff do 

Thus we arrive at the end of these sixty ve""*" 
121-180) which give an elaborate coi^”^ 
5 significance of those very painful 


(from 121 - 180 ) which give an elaborate commi '^ 

lasting significance of those very painful eventTiTh 
Uhud. They educated and consoled the Prophet i " 
him), and the believers, and they unravelled the law^and 
of God that rule supreme over the social as well as 't'h, 
events. 


6. TWO OTHER SAD DEVELOPMENTS 
Hardly had the wounds caused by the traumatic experience of tk 
Battle of Uhud healed, than two other very unfortunate events toot 
place with sad and sorrowful consequences for the Muslims. The^ 
were the events: 

a The Well of al-Raji' (625 C.E.) in which six prominent 

Companions of the Prophet were treacherously killed, and, 

b. The Battle of the Well of Ma ‘unah, in which some torn ot 
best Companions of the Prophet who were quite xerse ^' 
Qur’an, were killed, also in a very mean and treac ^V^ y 
These Qur’anic Scholars were commanded by the Comp^ ^ 
the Prophet, al-Mundhir ibn ‘Amr, of the Ansar ot ^ ^ ini 
The details of these two events are given b> n ^ erei lS just 1 
very elaborate and detailed way. What we will ° ^ caU *edt- 
sketch the main lines of these two sad events* ^• rnS tog nf '' 
gracious Prophet (peace be upon him) and the ^.^ud'^' 
profoundly, at a time when the sad memories 
Ve ry much fresh in their memories.* 
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All of them were quite versed in the Qur’an an 
memorized it bv heart. They were demanded by Jh" ?"**"** 
mi 7 -Qiirah of the tribe of al-Hawn of Khuzaymah m ^ ^ 
places to teach them Islam. They begged and entreated^ **** 
{peace be upon him) to send these learned men to th ^ 
thev might teach them the Qur’an. Hut when they wen T ' 
attacked them, killing three of them immediately, and V 
others as captives. One of those captives managed to set 
and tried to escape. But they killed him by having him 
stoning him. That was ‘Abdullah ibn Tariq. The other two nirrl 
Khubayb ibn ‘Adiyy and Zayd ibn al-Dalhinnah were sold as s| 
in Makkah, and eventually killed in the most cruel way. 


8 . THE EVENTS OF THE WELL OF MA’UNAH 
The Events of the Well of Ma’unah were even harsher and bloodier 
than those of the Well of al-Raji’. Almost all the forty Muslims,all 
of the best and more learned, were treacherously killed. They were 
invited by Abu’l-Bara’ ibn 'Amr, to teach the Bedouin tribe of Banu 
Amir of Najd, as most of them were memorizers ot the Quranh 
heart. The Chief of Banu ‘Amir of Najd was one ‘Amir ibn al-JuU' 1 
well known for his enmity of the Prophet (peace be upon him 1 * n 


the Muslims. ^ 

The Muslims party set out for Najd, as Abu 1 -Bara ^ 
Erophet (peace be upon him) very strong assurances 
Muslims were in his protection. They were stopping at t * 

Ma unah, mid-way between the land of Banu Amir, an ^ ^ 
Banu Salim, another Bedouin tribe, hostile to the 
bedouins attacked them, incited by Ibn Tufa)’ 1 - Thf 
Amir refused to obey their chief, Ibn Tufayl, as the) ^ a »d 
P'otection accorded to the Muslims, by Abu 1-B ar * 
tespecied chieftain of the Banu ‘Amir. But then ^ 

jnobili/^d his allies from the Bedouins of Banu bali J 
nfn an< ^ su ddenly surrounded the Muslims, and °' er 
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10. THE JEWISH PLOT TO KILL THE P Rop 
The M>lc survivor of the Huffaz , who were extermi n - ^ 

<4 Mi'unah. by the name of 'Amr ibn Umayyah k"||' <d * V( 
the Banu Amir, the tribe of the treacherous ‘Amir ib"* n '* 
doubt in vengeance for the killing of the Muslim Huffa **' l ' ,i ' " 
Mi'unah. 'Amribn Umayyah did not know at thetmV h' h ' W< ’ 1 ' 
Amir were under covenant with the Prophet (peacc b! h '' 
When he told the Prophet (peace be upon him) about 'im" h "' 

the two men of Banu 'Amir, the Prophet (peace be on I ,llln * * 

u P°n himiu^ 

‘I have an obligation, under the treaty with Banu 'Amir 
their blood money. I have to ask our confederates from the |cw!*/f 
Banu al-Nadir to help towards that payment, as they arc quite ri<* 
and required to do so by the terms of the Agreement of Sahifah 
of Madinah.' 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) went to the quarters of Banu 
al-Nadir to ask them to pay their share in the blood money of the 
two ‘Amirites, killed by ‘Amr ibn Umayyah. He led a big delegation 
of Muslims, including his three top aides: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and All 
The Jews did not receive them well, and they were grumbling about 
paying the prescribed money. They also showed their resentment 
of the killing of Ka‘b ibn al-Ashraf, one of the Jews assassinated 
by the Muslims, because of his role in inciting the Qurayshites ant 
the Bedouins, as well as the Jews to fight the Muslims and 
Madinah. Then the Jews, as the Prophet (peace be upon him ^ 
standing against the wall of the yard, plotted to kill him. The)^ 
commissioned one of them, by the name of Amr ibn UN 11 ^ ^ 
to climb the wall, against which the Prophet (peace be 
was sitting, and drop a rock on his head. But then ^ 

Aflgel, informed the Prophet (peace be upon him! of t ^ ^ 

Jews of Banu aJ-Nadir were about to execute. 1 he 1 re l 
u pon himj rose and took permission, pretending t0 ^ je»«> 

of nature; but never to return to his place of meeting 
When a longer interval than usual lapsed, the Comp aI 
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B household items, but no weapons would be allowed 
inah. They then moved out of Madinah in a great show 
id celebration, as if victory was on their side, with their 
ngand sounding the drums. The Prophet (peace be upon 
■ Muslims gained a great deal of booty and weapons, as 
ewetion of Banu al-Nadir 
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became a permanent rule of the economy i n lsl am S ° ciety > and whi ch 
here, and it commended a greater distribution of v 3S rev «aled 
in the Holy Qur’an: ea ttl: say s 

Whatsoever spoils of war God has given to His Messen er 
people of the cities, belongs to God and His Messenger, and h ^ 
kinsman, to orphans, the needy, and the traveller, so that ’ ! 6 near 
be not a thing taken in turns (Revolve) among the rich ofLul^ 
Whatever the Messenger gives you take it, and whatever he forbids 
you, give it over, and fear God, surely God is Severe in retrihuti , 
[al-Hashr 59:7] °"' 


11. TOTAL BAN ON WINE 

It is during the siege of Banu al-Nadir, that the total ban on wine 
was enacted by the Qur’an, i.e. in Rabl 1 al-Awwal, the fourth year of 
Hijrah. Before that, the Muslims were only ordered not to pray when 
drunk, until they knew what they were saying. They were told that 
the drinking of wine is a big sin, but that it has some benefits, but 
that its harm was, in fact, greater than its benefit. Then the final ban 
was effected when a verse was revealed declaring that wine, gambling, 
sacrificing to idols and divining arrows, as abominations of Satan 
work, and commanded the Muslims to avoid them happily and the) 
would prosper: 

God Says in the Qur’an: 

0 believers! Wine, gambling, sacrificing to idols and the divi\ & 
arrows are an abomination of the work of Satan, so avoid it, ^ 
so you will prosper. Satan only desires to P reci P itate ^ to 
hatred between you, in regard to wine and arrow ^ e n 

bar you from the remembrance of God and from pra) or. 1 ^ 

desist? [al-Maidah 5:90-91 ] 

ocial chang e 

h is quite significant that the philosophy 0 b . a gradual 
V °cated in this verse is not a revolutionary one, rat n£ fuct aI ^ 
’ even * n tatters crucially touching the basic issue 
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the part of the Prophet (peace be upon him), sea , , 
all hesitation was gone. The Muslims marched toV h issUe > and 
for eight full days and nights. However, Abu Sufy^ S,ayed % 
failed to show up. It was reported that, after he started ^ his arr "y 
towards Badr, he returned to Makkah, saying that the 50 "* diS,anc ' 
was good, and his army was not well prepared. He " rainy SMs °" 
out to attack the Muslims the next year, same time. The m ""*" 1 10 60 


^treat 
* n good 


led by the Prophet (peace be upon him), learned about 
of Abu Sufyan. They were jubilant, and they stayed ther'e* 
cheer and high spirit. They even conducted some profitable 
with Bedouin tribes. Their prestige and authority over ArabU^” 
greatly enhanced, to the disadvantage of the Quraysh, who failed'! 
take the field against the Prophet (peace be upon him), although the 
initial challenge came from their part, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) only responding. 

Thus, events began to move in the direction of a major and final 
battle between the Muslims and the Qurayshites. To Abu Sufyan, the 
Prophets military show in Badr in the fourth year of Hijrah, and his 
own failure to show up was most disquieting. So he started to mobilize 
early in the fifth year, for a major show-down with the Muslims. Before 
we discuss the Battle of al-Khandaq, and the major events leading to it, 
let us take a last glance at the epic of Uhud and its aftermath. 


14. SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF UHUD 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) managed to keep his 
to rally the Muslims back, and to complete an orderly with 
towards the bottom of the mountain. Although bleeding an ^ 
exhausted, he maintained his coolness, mental alertness an ofl|0 f 
cheer. When the Prophet (peace be upon him) reached the 
the mountain, Khalid ibn al-Walid and his horsemen were s 
having routed the disobedient archers. At their sight, reSO j v e 
(peace be upon him) gave a very loud and great shout ^ stat j 0 ne ( 
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jBioberemembered that Mukhayriq had converted to Islam, 

Smlydiysof the Prophet’s arrival in Madinah. When the Proph 
[oabeupon him) learned about his conversion to Islam, he said: 
tMhimq is the best of the lews.’ On the day of the Battle of Uhud, 
Mtiayriqwent to the Jews and said: 
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to Hamra’ al-Asad, and then second to Badr i n 
scared the Quraysh, and deterred the aggressive ^ ^ Vea M u i 
Bedouins and greatly enhanced his power and pr ^ r prUned dese,. 
The sad memories of the Uhud, and the killing of the';^ m Madi Uh 
and Ma'unah were largely forgotten. Yet the war againf^ ?a,al '% 
was far from being over, and the Arab desert BedouinT^ ^ Uraystl 
watched closely, and Muslims at Madinah had still to *' Stdllobe 
the enemy from within, namely the hypocrites, headed iT "^ Jt>0U1 
It was this Ibn Salul who incited the lews of Banu al-Nad ;^ 11 ^ 
their covenant with the Prophet (peace be upon him), and**° 

to come to their help, should hostilities break out He even Pr ° m ' sei1 

• it even promised 

to go out with them, should it come to that. But he miserably failed 
to honour any of these two promises. Thus Ibn Salul used the Jews 
of Banu al-Nadir to fan his own opposition to the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). But in the crucial hour, he failed to act. These misdeeds of 
Ibn Salul were alluded to in Surah al-Hashr , we mentioned earlier. 

Two small expeditions which the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
directed against the Bedouins around Madinah, and which were 
successfully carried out, greatly enhanced the security of the city, 
and further strengthened the position of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) and the Muslims therein. Thus the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
enjoyed a brief period of peace and stability, and was able to take care 
of some of the home and family problems, which were left pending 
during these tremulous years of war and conflict. One of these was 
the question of Zaynab bint Jahsh and her unstable marriage to ^ 
former adopted son, Zayd ibn Harithah. The Prophet s cousin Za) ^ 
bint Jahsh, was a Hashimite, and her family was not apprming^ 
marriage to Zayd, a former slave, but accepted the mar ^^ etween 
reverence to the Prophet (peace be upon him). However, i ^ ^ ^ 
the young couple became more and more untenable. ^ ^ ^ayd 
complain to the Prophet (peace be upon him)> XN ho ^g^ayd 
as much as a father would love his dear son. But e\er) ^ jjim 
complained, the Prophet (peace be upon him) woul a fe 
against divorce, and would tell him to fear God and keep 
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are doing all they can to combat it, especiall • 
and Scandinavian Countries. y 
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Although orientalists have tried to make 
marriage of the Prophet (peace be upon him')* ° ut ofth 

divorce from Zayd, a divorce which the Prophet (° Zaynab ’ aft «r ), e ' 
tried hard to avert (advising Zayd many times to ‘hold* ** Up ° n S 
fear God’), yet the question was actually qu jt e 
in traditional Arab society. Even today, if a womenis an<i ° r<lini 


lary 
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widowed the next of kin would marry her 
for her. Zaynab (may God be pleased with her)* h 
beautiful, but that was not the overriding reason why IheT h"" 
(peace be upon him) married her, after her divorce from ZaT” 
any rate, Zaynab was his cousin, who was under his eyes since sh' 
was a child. Had it being a question of love or lust, as the orientalist 
conjectured, he could have married her earlier on, and would not haw 
been instrumental, as he really was, in arranging her marriage to Zayd, 
so as to break an old Arabian custom that fathers by adoption could 
not marry the ex-wives of their adopted sons. Thus, the Prophet’s 
marriage to Zaynab was actually commanded by the Qur’an, for 
very objective considerations. It might be true that the Qur’anic 
command concurred with the Prophet’s own personal wish to solve 
the problem of the unsuccessful marriage of his adopted son, Zayd, 
and his cousin Zaynab. It might even be true that he liked the idea of 
marrying the compassionate and beautiful Zaynab and to bring her 
some happiness, as she had earlier agreed to marry Zayd, merely out 
of respect and reverence for the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
she had no feelings for him. Be that as it may, the Qur an com 
the marriage in clear and unequivocal terms. 

When you said to him whom God has blessed, a, - conc ealing> 
keep your wife to yourself and fear God; and you wer€ ^ q q ^ f,^ 
within you, what God would reveal, fearing ot ^ eT ^ aCCOin plis\id 
better right for you to fear Him! So when Zayd a ^ ^ ^ there 
what he would of her; we gave her in marriage to ^ ^^ ves of their 
should not be any fault in the believers marrying tie 
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political reason wlthout much of 

iHeonmialists made a lot of fuss, concerning these marriages, 
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was now towards a final showdown with the Quraysh. The Musli ms > 
position was much better than it was in the immediate aftermath of 
Uhud. The Bedouins were checked and the Jewish opposition from 
within was greatly reduced, though not exterminated completely, as 
the formidable Jews of Banu Qurayzah were still a resident inside 
hazard. They kept a low profile, but when the combined forces of 
the Quraysh and the desert Bedouins invaded Madinah, the Jewish 
enmity and plotting surfaced again in full vogue . 4 

The remaining Jewish tribe of Banu Qurayzah started mobilizing 
for war, and hopes of avenging the expulsion of the Jews of Qaynuqa 
and those of Banu al-Nadir were raised quite high. Some of the Jews 
of Qurayzah were quite sure that the Muslims could never make it 
that time, seeing many thousands of soldiers of the combined forces 
of the allied Quraysh, the Bedouins desert Arabs, and the Jews of 
Banu al-Nadir and Khaybar. The army of so-called al-Ahzab (or the 
confederates) was quite big. 

The Jews of al-Nadir and those of Khaybar played a tremendous 

ro\e in convincing the Quraysh to attack the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) and the Muslims at Madinah. They promised to fight alongside 

them, and assured the Qurayshites, that the defeat of the Muslims 

Qura a ^ S °^ te certa inty. Those Jews also contacted the Jews of Banu 

and join r l ^ em to break their covenant with Muhammad, 

Wggest battle ye" ThUS the StagC WaS ^ ^ 

Y oetween Muslims and the Onravshites . 5 
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agitation for war against the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
very much alive. The Jewish activists in Makkah continued to 
incite decisive action against the Prophet (peace be upon Yum). 

^ second cause of waging the al-Khandaq campaign was 
^he spite, the grudge and the enmity of the Jews who had been 
felled from Madinah, especially the Banu a\-Nad\r. Seeing 
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Muslims once and for all. The Quraysh were hesitant k 
previous experience, that to wage war against Muhammad!" 8 '!“ 
upon him) was no light undertaking. They wanted assuran e!I 
the Jews, which they keenly provided: f 0m 

They told them that Banu al-Nadir were quite ready to attack 
Madlnah; they were stationed not far away on the road between 
Madinah and Khaybar, armed and ready. 

The Jews of Banu Qurayzah were quite prepared for war. Since 
they feared the same fate as Qaynuqa' and al-Nadir before them, 
they were ready to attack the Muslims from within Madinah. 


a. 


b. 


2. THE JEWS FAVOUR PAGANISM TO MONOTHEISM 
Then the Quraysh wanted to further test the position of the Jews. 
They asked them whether the worship of idols was better than the 
religion of Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Jews did not 
hesitate to say that the paganism of the Quraysh and Ghatafan was 
better than the monotheism of Muhammad (peace be upon him). 
Now this position of the Jews was dictated by sheer expediency. By 
giving this false testimony, they were actually undermining themse 
and their religion, more than they were undermining Islam, 
gracious Qur’an chided them for this false testimony. Referring to 
God says in the Qur’an: 

Would you not consider those who were given a share of the Book, 
believing in demons and idols, and saying to the unbelievers that they 
are better guided to the way than the believers. Those are they whom 
Allah has cursed, and he whom Allah has cursed, you would not find 
for him any helper. [ al-Nisa * 4:51-52] 

So desperate in their enmity of the Muslims were the Jews, that they 
were prepared to compromise their own religious creed, although they 
were resisting Islam and fighting the Muslims on the ground that they 
would not abandon their religion of Abraham and monotheism . 1 
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Altogether, the combined forces of the Quraysh and their 
Houin allies exceeded ten thousand soldiers well armed and quite 
dimmed to crush and exterminate the Muslims and the Prophet 
Me upon him) in Madinah. The situation was indeed very 
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was completed in just six days. Seeing that the Piophet (peace be 
upon him) himself took part in the actual digging, no Muslim spared 
any effort to complete the work before the arrival of the enemy. I n 
any case, the danger that hung over them, was more than a sufficient 
incentive for all to do their utmost, and all the necessary preparations 
were completed before the enemy arrived. 2 Large quantities of stones 
were place on the inside of the Khandaq on the roofs of the houses, 
inside Madinah and next to the Khandaq , so that children might help 
the Muslims by throwing them at the enemy. 


5. AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE FOR THE QURAYSH 

When the forces of the Quraysh arrived, they were confronted by the 
trench, the most unpleasant surprise that they might have expected. 
In view of their large numbers they hoped to overwhelm and storm 
the city of Madinah with ease. The obstacle of the trench was quite 
perplexing to them, as the Arabs knew only open combat in open 
space. True, the lews of Arabia used to fight from behind walls and 
fortifications, as the Quran reports in Surah al-Hashr , but they had 
seen anything like a trench. The moat itself was so wide that 
"I:- after man V the knights of the Quraysh were able to 

madeThe jumn rather narrow; onl >' four knightS 

moat and •* Was n0t S0 * uc ky> and his horse fell in the 

construction of “ ta " 1 y kiUe ' 1 - Quraysh were so exasperated at the 
the Muslims. The Ou ^ shouted > ‘Cowards, Cowards,’ at 

to the Muslim side were- n ^ ts w ho managed to cross the trench 

a - Wmr ibn ‘ Abd Wudd a f„ • „ , 

lhe Quraysh, muc h feared a^d hated Well - known kni g ht of 
b - ‘iktimah ibn Abi ]ahl th ' ^ MUSl ™ S - 

c ^ aUhzum of Quraysh, khl^atIted"* 11 kn ° WI ' ' eader of BanQ 
Hubayrab ibn Wahh ff 

^(fromBanuMakhzum). 




^jeg e \ 


W ep .. 




-- .a.#!***" 0 ’ ICr' 1 ' 0 " 0 ' 

/A bd mY c ° uSin ’ u c Abd 

VP'~ ;thitf e ’ my 1 .Up Ibn AU 

0 fight W < r At this repfi’ th w But 

» ,hem: 

ntnoinp an(1 lay 8 , tedious and expens mntp j 

tot *Thesiegeptovedalong, throwing , was attempt 

ftnlit exchanges of arrows, a \ m ost a month. Without 

feme to time.The siege continue vprv effective device, and 

»|'positive results. The Khandaq proved a very ert h 

Muslimswere not short of provisions, so long as Ban Q Y. 

pacified, and were prepared to sell food and other provisions o 
Muslim allies. But Huyayy ibn Akhtab was quick to see the importance 
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^tothe quarters of Banu Qurayzah. 
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Have you finished Huyayy?’ began Ka % still unconvinced, and 
Still greatly disturbed by the mission of Huyayy; ‘by God, you have 
indeed brought me the indignity and shame of eternity, and an empty 
cloud which he already shed its water while it still thunders and shows 
lightening, with nothing in its wake, Woe to you, Huyayy, leave me 
as I am with Muhammad, for I have always found him loyal and 
faithful/ But Huyayy would not budge and did not leave Ka‘b alone. 
He continued wheedling, until Ka ( b gave in to his persuasion, and 
agreed to violate his pledge with the Prophet (peace be upon him)- 
Huyayy succeeded in assuring Ka *b, that he could always count on his 
support, and that of his Arab friends. He even pledged that, should the 
Arabs depart without defeating Muhammad, he would stay behin to 
defend Qurayzah, and share with them whatever consequences tha 
might lead to. By that assurance, Ka <b was duly swayed to what wou 
lead to a disaster, for him personally, and for his whole tn e, a 
shall see in the sequel. 
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disappointing. They said, as it was Sabbath, they could do nothing, 
their religion very strictly forbade them to do anything on Sabbath,lest 
a severe chastisement should befall them. Moreover, they demanded 

that the Quraysh and Ghatafan should give them some of their chiefs 
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The address of Abu Sufyan was quite clear that the army had 
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saying, as he released him: l O God, do not deprive me of the horn 
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jpeatelieuponhim)to kill him. But the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
iiimti ‘Umar’sproposal, saying: 'But what if the Arabs should say 
MWiammad kills his own companions? No, I will not do it ’ 8 
fc Prophet's decision was indeed a wise one fKn c„i-i ’ , 

Kcinlcaity a Companion of the Prophet (or u S ^ ° nly 
1% he was not a companion Actuall K “ ^ UP ° n him )- In 
%wite movement, which was set ' W3S the hea d of the 
’“H and opposed u 3ga,nst th e Prophet t 

h aUfh ° rit ^ However as r a ^ be 
;; 4tc ^%' t h ? yeS ° f the Bedouin f 35 eXterna I 
^^ yfriendsan daJ^ IimS - FurtJae rmore ft T. ^ 
the Khazraj " Sa,QI Used 
| lt ‘ ) ' St|| '*aM r 0 pl,et (peacebe UnderSCOred by Us P , artlCU,ar > and 






173 - fistic afp is 
and not 






e *°%c. 

- Ptess th e 


( /aJ cit 
(pea ce be 
c,t '2e n < 
tur ned i 
(p 

Ma din ah . 

Th 



e Qc e 

aJ '0lv S • 


ofaI^ an 


daq 

fthe B attIe 01 a ‘ ’ > v 'A’i shah 

^A ft£rnialh ° nil nity g ener ^Iet (P eace 

exception 1 


H h<!J' fiedt< l! r anci’be 


«’ , hv her exccp- 

:imP reSsed I swe et and very 


&!!&***£. 


^ r °plie[ 




^ Was Seated by tfeitfj 


ie had 
ton SaJul 


ORDERFnT^ ROPHET (PEACEBE UPON HIM) 

The P I HE ARMY T0 MARCH ON FOR TWO DAYS 

rophet (peace be upon him) ordered the army to march on at 
noon time. It was not his habit to do this, but he wanted to avert any 
exacerbation of the quarrel between Ansar and Muhajir. He made 
them march the whole of that afternoon, all the night as well as the 
next morning. When he halted again, they were too exhausted to 
engage in controversy. As soon as their bodies touched the ground, 
they fell asleep. It proved a most effective way to avert a potential spit 
among the Muslims. 
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■/parents, yet they told me nothing of it all, though I missed the 
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ttp y troubled thoughts. When the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
broke into the room, everybody looked up. ‘A’ishah’s tears dried out 
suddenly, and blood rushed to her cheeks, as she looked into the face 
of the man whom she loved and venerated so much, and who had 
suddenly, become cool towards her, and stayed away from her for more 
than a month. The Prophet (peace be upon him), looking intently mio 
'A’ishah’s face, eventually put the question directly to her: 

‘O ‘A’ishah! You know what people say about 
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The Prophet’s attitude towards war and 
wholly dictated by the provisions of the Ourt?^ 0 ^ 
is always portrayed as an evil, except when Wa " H ^ ^ 
Muslims are in many verses are commanded noXiJ! * ’“ sl 

However, it is legitimate for them to do 


War 

cause. 


not torartiateho sffitift 

is deemed necessary and essential to fight off ini'usticean^°' V ' hen " 
People have a basic right to freedom of worship, be theXT 
Christians or Jews, or indeed any other religious dominion,espX 
if they have a Revealed Scripture. So here, Muslims are commanded 
even to fight in the general cause of religious freedom for themselves 
and for others, as is amply demonstrated by the verses quoted above. 
But when Muslims resort to war, they are expected, as commanded 
by the Qur’an, to fight with absolute firmness and commitment,so 
that war would be won for the cause of Islam, and human freedom 
and dignity, so that human beings can freelyworshipGodalone.be 
they Muslims or non-Muslims. . , 

If an enemy proposes an armistice, then it 
of Muslims to respond at once by accepting i • 
by God in the Qur’an itself: 
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Ihe Prophet’s trip to Hudayblyah, and his subsequent attempt 
ssnhipeaceful accord with the Quraysh, was a hallmark, and a 

^-^»r:r fth 'r c ' M era in ,h< 

«>rr.:r''*»c„„irj' nde,emM i victor, 
s ; dthe chance, 

^^.wp, 0ph ' amc,vfe ' i0 ' 

fr ° n 

"o n A More ov er f Cri Ptu res , T^aiuj r . 3 st at 




UVir arul Peace w the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

the one who gave them their name as ‘Muslims’. They also recog- ; 

[he Jewish or Israelite Prophets, as their own Prophets. The Arab! 
in particular, regard themselves as Semitic, being the descendents of 
tshmaeh son of Abraham, despite the present-day habits of some lev, 
who call the Arabs the Hagarities or sons of the Egyptian slave-girl 0 f 
Abraham, Hagar, and being as such, not authentic Semites, but only 
half-cast or hybrids. 

Moreover, the lews of later times were not affected by the 
episode of Qurayzah. They continued to enjoy a respectable place 
in Islamic civilization, and occupied high offices of state as well 
as a high place in the commercial life of many Muslim societies, 
beginning with the Umayyad Dynasty. Throughout Muslim Spain, 
and the Ottoman Empire, the lews never experienced anything like 
the Inquisition Courts or the Nazi Holocaust. On the contrary, they 
enjoyed full rights as citizens, and were employed as physicians, 
and even ministers, and government advisors. During the Abbasid 
Dynasty, they participated fully in the cultural as well the scientific 
life of the society. For examples Maimonid (Musa ibn Maymun al- 
Qurtubi) the great Jewish philosopher, .studied under Ibn Rushd and 
other philosophers and scientists of Muslim Spain. It is even said that 
Ibn Rushd, in tact, acted as his personal supervisor and mentor, even 
lodged him (i.e. Maimonid) in his own house, when he was a student 
in his academy. 
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' dv,io openly and publicly admit the political reality of Islam as 
r ‘d|iot\ and state. Prophet Muhammad fpeace be uport bim) was 
1 -'Ueco^mied as head of the greatest and most powerful political 
^ in \rab\a as a whole. The bedouins of Arabia were quick 
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^de tl u ons vrevfebedheavvlv in the T ™ M1 of 


War and Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

2. THE PROPHET’S EFFORTS TO 
WIN PEACE AT HUDAYBIYAH 

The events that led to the conclusion of the Hudaybiyah Pact show 
very clearly that the Prophet (peace be upon him) spared no effort in 
his quest for peace. The way he patiently put up with the Quraysh’s 
insolence and arrogance, and the extraordinary flexibility and 
forbearance with which he dealt with the successive delegations sent 
by the Quraysh, testified to his insight and unshakable determination 
to reach a negotiated peace with the Quraysh. No doubt, it was Divine 
guidance that was steering his course. It was shown to him, in a 
dream, that he would enter Makkah peacefully, and without fear or 
bloodshed, with his head shaven, a mark of the pilgrim. He believed 
in that dream, and worked hard to realize it. 

3. CONFRONTATION WITH THE QURAYSH AVERTED 
As the Prophet’s unarmed and peaceful procession was drawing nearer 
to Makkah, with about seventy sacrificial camels, well-decorated, 
driven in front of them, it was met by a certain Bashir ibn Sufyan. 
He told the Prophet (peace be upon him) of the Quraysh’s elaborate 
preparations for war, that the bulk of their army was at Dhu Tuwa, 
and that Khalid ibn al-Walid, not yet a Muslim, since his conversion 
to Islam took place after the Hudaybiyah Pact was concluded, was 
commanding their Cavalry at a place called Kura' al-Ghamim. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) was saddened by this news, and said: 

Woe be to the Quraysh; war has devoured them! What harm would 
it be to them, if they had left me and the rest of the Arabs? If they 
should kill me that is what they want; and if God gives me victory 
over them, they would enter Islam, with dignity in large numbers. 

And if they do not like any of these opinions, they could fight 
me while they have enough strength. For what are the Quraysh 
thinking of? For by God, 1 will not cease fighting for the mission 
with which God has entrusted me until He makes me victorious, 
or I have my neck cut off in this trial. 1 
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intentions of the Prophet (peace he f What he Saw> and that *e 
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They told the chief of tfh, -■ T u budge from their P^on. 

Makkah auaincf .1 .,, P . ™ ’ he would not be allowed to enter 

Arabs to • t\ iw 'u > ° ^ < ^ Ura >' sh ' They did not want the 

rabs to say: that Muhammad had entered Makkah and performed 

pilgrimage against the will of the Quraysh. 

5.2 The Delegation of Al-Hulays ibn Hafs 
Quraysh then sent al-Hulays ibn ‘Alqamah, head of the powerful 
troops of the Ahabish, said to be troops who were originally from 
Abyssinia. Al-Hulays personally was a Qurayshite (of Banu ( Abd 
Manat ibn Kinanah). When the Prophet (peace be upon him) sawal- 
Hulays coming, he told his Companions that he was from a religious 
group known to be devout. He ordered them to send the sacrificial 
camels to meet him, so that he would take notice of them. When 
al-Hulays saw the sacrificial animals, duly decorated , he was very 
impressed. He even went back without meeting the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), as he was totally convinced of his peaceful intentions, 
and that he came solely for the purpose of pilgrimage. 
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him. Then the Prophet (peace he he Ahabish, who protected 
Khattab to go to the Quraysh, but 

there were not enough of his own tribe of Banu 'Adiyy in Makkah .o 
protect him, that he had too much enmity with the Quraysh, and had 
treated them quite roughly. ‘Umar suggested ‘Uthman ibn 'Affan.and 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) agreed. So ‘Uthman was dispatched. 
Quraysh received Uthman (of Banu Umayyah) quite well, and even 
offered to let him visit and worship at al-Ka‘bah, if he so desired. But 
Uthman declined the offer, saying that it was unbecoming of him 
to do so, while the Prophet (peace be upon him) was not allowed 
to do the same. Then Quraysh told ‘Uthman that they could not 
allow the Prophet to enter Makkah, lest the Arabs would think that 
he had entered it by force. However, ‘Uthman’s return to the Muslims 
camp was delayed, and rumours came that he was killed. The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) was very angry and said, he would never return 
to Madlnah without engaging the Quraysh in battle. 


7. THE PLEDGE OF AR- RID WAN 
OR THE PLEDGE OF THE TREE 

Vhen ‘Uthman’s return was delayed, and rumours came that he had 
een killed, the Prophet (peace be upon him) summoned the Muslims 
, give their undertakings. The ensuing Pledge ot al Ridwan took place 
nder a tree. Most men said that the Prophet (peace be upon him, 
ad taken their pledge .ha, they would fight until they were victorious 


vLr 196 





Pe* ce * ‘ pc CfiW 

P 'pt oIie 

P 1 wet^ „lv ’°° y e* ce P f A 
^ hvm) ^ 

.hat & , £ , n t 6 ave . he up°° • plan 

ad(P eaC , - onS . 


>&<***%*•*!&«*** 


i-sss-tr— 

"' , k , hi,n 

had no nghtWP 

* ? "' eH0USe ° { u ot allow him to enter that year, 

u „ spl( eofthaUheycouW^^ force. 

the htahs should say t a allowed to enter 

»od, they hinted that the Prophet would be allow 

xt year, if he so wished. 


8. THE NEGOTIATIONS OT HUDAYBIYAH PACT 

^that many of their powerful allies did not approve of denying 
'• Muslims (or for that matter any Arab) the right of visiting the 
^ House of God, especially al-Hulays ibn ‘Alqamah the 
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H'm im,f Peace in the life of the Prophet Muhammad 

When the ,BN AMR 

then emissary. When the Prophet (peacebenn"' ibn ' Amr ’« 
sa,d: Q ur aysh now wants peace, otherwise the" ' m ,[ MV ' Suh ^ 
Suhayl ibn W When Suhayl ame Z7n ,^ ^ ^ *» 

**? *» ^ stjssxs*-; 

Suhayl was tough on a number of points: 

a. First, he refused a document which set out the provisions of the 
pact because it opened with Bismillah , i.e. 'In the name of God, 
the Most Merciful, Most Compassionate.’ 

b. Suhayl also objected to the phrase ‘Muhammad, the Messenger 
of God. He rejected it, he said, because he was unfamiliar with 
it, and because, if he recognized Muhammad (peace he upon 
him) as the Messenger of God, he would not have fought with 
him. The Prophet told 'All ibn Abi Talib, who was writing the 
document of the pact, to make due allowances to both objections 
(a & b) made by Suhayl. Ultimately the document of the pact was 
written as follows: 

‘This is what Muhammad (peace be upon him) ibn Abdullah 
has agreed on with Suhayl ibn ‘Amr;’ 

a. They have agreed to lay aside war for ten years, during whhh 
men shall be safe and refrain from hostilities. 

b. If one from the Quraysh side should come to Muhammad 
(peace be upon him), without the permission ot 
guardians, he will be returned to them! 

c. But should anyone from the side of Muhammad come to the 
Quraysh, they will not return him to the Muslims. 

d. None of the signatories to the pact shall show enmity or bad 
faith, or secret reservations towards one another. 
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The Muslims were denied entrance to the Holy City for no good 
reason. 

They were not allowed to write the name of God, the Merciful, the 
Compassionate, and were not allowed to declare the Prophethood 
of Muhammad, declarations which were the most fundamental 
articles of their faith. 

Their defectors would not be returned to them, whereas they 
were required to return the defectors from the Quraysh. 

When they would come next year, they would be allowed to stay 
only for three days and nights, and would not be allowed to carry 
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12. DIVINE GLAD-TIDINGS ABOUT 

the consequences of the pact 

On the return journey, God sent glad-tidings to His Prophet a out 
the consequences of the pact just concluded. The Qur an called it 
i magnificent victory. A whole surah was revealed to Muhammad 
(peacebe upon him), which commented on the events of that day, and 
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Lastly, another glad-tiding was given that the 
victory in the near future, stored for the P J ^ 3 m '^ 
him) and the Muslims as a m r °phet (peace be upon 

Pact of Hudayb'ah 

The verses also told the Prophet (peace be upon him) that a 
Drnne Intervention had taken place, that relieved the shock 
and dismay, which the Muslims experienced on account of the 
apparently inequitable terms of the Pact. God sent down the 
sakinah (i.e. calm and serenity) on the hearts of the believers, 
and they accepted what the Prophet (peace be upon him) had 
accepted, in order to make the Pact possible, in the face of the 
intransigence and arrogance of the Quraysh. 


13. THE MEN OF AL-RID WAN PLEDGE ARE PRAISED 

In subsequent verses of Surah al-Fath , God praises the Muslims who 
took the Ridwan Pledge with the Prophet (peace be upon him), under 
the Tree. God said, in this connection: 

Those who pledge fealty to you pledge fealty in truth to Allah, Allah's 
hand is over their hands, then, whosoever breaks his oath, breaks it 
but to his own disadvantage, and who so fulfils his covenant made 
with Allah, Allah will give him a mighty wage \ [al-Fath 48:10] 


14 THE CASE OF THE DEFECTORS 

lardly had the ink on the Hudaybiyah Pact dried, than the terms o 
pact were pu, to a severe test. The very son of the ne g o,a.or 
Lr, defected to the Muslims, before they had even departed 


viLi 202 



M biv ab 
,rP eaC£ ,„QUt 


n aW' l£S 



( pe^" QuI J V S ^.. n ci 

cktth eU -r^e 

°o 

hearing 1 .^bey^ 

»' 0NlUS nd control Y ourse f , hose of Y° u 

^- e invoked God s name in ovu 
falsely with them. 

Ike Prophet (peace be upon bun) f proV ocation. He 

■cool and calm, in the face of big - •. u e 

iljven the word of God’s message, and must remain tr 
wtdso to teach them that pacts and treaties are not worthwhile 
broken no sooner than made. He must set the example, even to 
Ernies, known for their cruelty and infidelity. If the Prophet (peace 
Son him) would break his word, who else could be expected to 


‘ «>- c; 1 r Vd>m ‘ ma t°r c, 
-it <4 c 

' b “ Suh ayUbn ^ ^ peTsec «Ors ai H the Pr 

a. mana S«d to ft. ? he Qrtraysb R bu la 
v ' ls rouJ ^' mSelf fr om v Ut,dur >n 

hreat lo 0l 











War and Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

trade to Syria. Altogether, about seventy Muslims gathered 
Abu Basir, as their leader, at Al- l Ashir on the sea coast Thi w° Und 
force succeeded in disrupting the Makkan trade, and the Qw ' m 
wrote to the Prophet (peace be upon him) requesting him to tike 
them into Madinah, in spite of the very term of the Hudaybiyah Pact 
that had been so obnoxious to the Muslims, especially c Umar ibn 
al-Khattab. Many Muslim women from Makkah managed to reach 
Madinah and were not returned to the Quraysh. 

In concluding this section on the Pact of Hudaybiyah, it is 
important to re-emphasize the steadfastness with which the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) persisted in the pursuit of peace. Nothing 
succeeded in distracting him from his set objective, to achieve some 
accord with the Makkans: 

a. They almost killed his first ambassador, after killing his camel 
(which actually belonged to the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
himself). 

b. They prevented him from visiting the Ancient House, in flagrant 
violation of the tradition of Abraham, Qusayy and Hashim, 
and the religious customs of the Quraysh at large. It was an 
unreasonable thing to do; since every Arab had the right of access 
to the Holy Sanctuary, why discriminate against Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) and the Muslims? 

c. They raided the Muslim camp with fifty knights, during the 
Sacred Month of Dhu’l-Hijjah, in violation of the religious code 
of Banu Abraham. 

d. They held ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, as a captive for a few days, and 
only set him free when they learnt that the Muslims vowed to 
release him of his captivity by force and to avenge his blood, if 
killed. 

e. Last but not least, the Quraysh negotiators were most provocative 
and impolite during the negotiations, and insisted on the most 
unjust and unbalanced terms, but the Prophet (peace be upon 
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War and Peace ln thellf , , 
necessary amenities such ° ' ' Muhan,nu * 

) jewelleries, ^! aces ’ car Pentry |, a L 

factones. In particular, those ill * flou '-n>ill s ^ 

,h ™' d ’ “ ""lords, ,„ d X" ■««<* «*,:z 
J ^? rp " Ua,ed «» notorious « rfSr - 
and Khazraj. The Banu Qurayzah alii 1 u ^«* Aw s 
Aws^The third Jewish settlement of al n! Wi,h 
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they entered into the Sahifah Covenant with the Prophet (peal 
be upon him), they repudiated it one after another. When the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) agreed to let them leave Madinah, 
they went to swell the Jewish settlements in the north of Arabia, 
Khaybar, Umm al-Qura, Fadak, and others. They also established 
new colonies. From there, they continued their new role as inciters 
of sedition and war against the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
and the Muslims in Madinah. The Muslims’ initial efforts to gain 
the friendship and alliance of the Jews (as People of the Book) 
against idolaters of Makkah were all in vain. Not only that, but 
the Jews of the north allied themselves totally with the Quraysh 
and the Arab Bedouins of the desert, and told them that their 
ancient Arabian religion of idol-worship was a better religion 
than Islam. Thus the Jews were in the fore-front of hostilities 
against the Prophet (peace be upon him), and as such he could 
not ignore their designs. Thus the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
who had been so enthusiastic about winning the friendship and 
alliance of the Jews, and who was so assiduously seeking peace 
and reconciliation with his adversaries at Hudaybiyah, was 
compelled by the intransigence and belligerence of the Jews of 
Arabia to fight them to the bitter end. On purely religious and 
ideological grounds, there need not have been such a conflict, 
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fortress, but consisted of a network of elabnrst r 
Prophet (peace be upon him) had to overtake th ° rtlfications The 
was his habit, the Prophet (peace be upon him) ° ne ' As 

exact destination, when he marched towards KhavbarH T' 05 ' his 
the Bedouins of the Ghatafan were aUies of the Jews ofl/hT'^' 
had he disclosed his intentions of attacking Khaybar, woTd woul! 
have been easily sent to them. So, the Prophet (peace be upon him 
marched by night, and it took him three nights’ march to reach their 
fortifications in the small hours of the third night. Early next morning, 
the Muslims charged against them! The Jews of Khaybar were just 
opening the doors of their fortresses, and their peasants and workers 
were setting out for their usual business, when they saw the Muslims’ 
army coming towards their doors. 

They shouted and yelled at the top of their voices: ‘It is Muhammad 
and his army.’ They ran back to the doors of their fortresses, entered 
and quickly slammed the doors after them! The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) was reported to have shouted back,‘Allahu Akbar! Khaybar 
is Doomed! Allahu Akbar! Khaybar is Destroyed!’ 4 Then, he recited 
part of a Qur’anic verse, and said: When it (doom and chastisement) 
arrived in a people’s square it is indeed a bad morning for those who 
have been warned. [ al-Saffat 37:177] 

The Prophet’s allusion to ‘people being warned was indeed very 
significant. Ibn Hisham mentions that when the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) returned from Hudaybiyah, he sent a strong warning to 
the Jews of Khaybar, though its wording was polite and persuasive. 
This letter is given by Ibn Hisham, when discussing the general issue 
of the Qur’anic dialogue with the Jews in Surah al-Baqarah. But it is 
quite clear, that the letter was sent, after Hudaybiyah, since it contains 
verses of Surah al-Fath which was revealed to the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) on his way back from Hudaybiyah, in the year 6 A.H. The 
letter reads as follows: 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. From the 

Messenger of God, friend and brother of Moses: 
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or the resources to maintain sieges. It was a different matter with 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), who understood the device of war, 
himself suffered it, during the Khandaq battle. The Jews of Khaybar 
were the strongest, and the most arrogant of the Jews of Arabia. 
They always held the Prophet (peace be upon him) in contempt, 
and grossly underestimated his power and his ability to win wars. 
They failed to see the changing fortunes of the times, and that the 
days of the domination of north Arabia by the Jews had ended. Even 
if they saw these changes, they were unable to adjust and adapt to 
them. Moreover, these fortresses were isolated from each other, no 
co-ordination or common leadership existed between them. In that 
way, it was not difficult for the Prophet (peace be upon him) to storm 
the lesser ones among these fortresses as he gathered the bulk of his 
army to attack the two main strongholds. 

These fell one after the other. The Jews’ morale was then very 
low. Their Arab allies of Banu Ghatafan did not come to their help 
because, apparently, they were discouraged by the sudden surprising 
appearance of the Muslims’ army. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) then marched to the last 
strongholds of Khaybar, namely Watih and al-Sulalim. These were 
very well fortified and well-defended. The Jews of Khaybar P ut (*P 
their best fighting men, as well as their best pieces of armour. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) laid siege to these forts for more than 
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18. THE PROPHET’S MARRIAGE TO SAFIYYAH 

Many of the Prophet’s marriages had religious and political motives. 
Such was the case of his marriage to Sahyyah bint Huyayy ibn aI- 
Akhtab, the Jewish Chief of Banu al-Nadir, now defending Khaybar. 
Her father was killed with Band Qurayzah, as he played a major role 
in persuading them to violate their covenant with the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), and then stayed with them to the last eventuality, as he 
promised. Sahyyah was married to a Jewish relative. She saw a strange 
dream: that the moon fell in her lap. When she told her husband, he 
hit her hard in the face, so that he blackened her eye, saying: You just 


*$?$£***** liad *<» aken 


y 
>>■* 


,,heP< Lusehold. 


fcSssgg^S 

been, in the circumstances of total war and confrontation, rather light, 
suggests that the number of the jews of Qurayzah killed in Madinah 
may have been exaggerated by later sources. Six hundred men is a 
'enlarge number to have been killed, and it stands out as very odd 
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War and Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhatn 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to regula 
words, whenever he entered a town for the first time 


20. THE SURRENDER OF FADAK 

When the Jewish People of the fertile oasis of Fadak heard about the 
relatively mild way in which the Prophet had treated the people of 
Khaybar, they asked him to give them similar terms, and he agreed. 
In this way, the Jews of Fadak proved wiser than those of Qurayzah, 
Khaybar or Banu al-Nadir. Thus, no siege of Fadak was necessary 
and the fay (Land-tax) of Fadak was allotted as private property to 
the household of the Prophet (peace be upon him), and his relatives 
exclusively. This arrangement was decreed by the Qur’an itself: 

And whatever spoils of war Allah has given unto His Messenger from 
them against which you pricked neither horse nor camel, but Allah 
gives authority to His Messengers, over whomsoever He will. Allah is 
Powerful over everything. [al-Hashr 59:6] 


21. THE YOUNG MAIDEN OF GHIFAR 

bn Hisham tells of a group of Ghifarl women (i.e. from the tribe 
of Banu Ghifar), who came to the Prophet (peace be upon him), as 
he was about to depart to Khaybar. They asked to accompany him 
so as to attend the wounded, and help the Muslims in any way they 
could. The Prophet (peace be upon him) told them to do so, with 
God s blessing. One of these women was quite young, and the Prophet 
P ace be upon him) took her on the back of his saddle. When they 
pped next morning to pray, there was menstrual blood in the saddle 
back tr ^ ^ ^ad been sitting. She clinched to the camels 
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the water and w u ■ er em ^ arrassm ent. He said, ‘put some salt in 
character of thePro^h^ C ° minue your ride with me.’ Such was the 
accommodative to ntK 1 Peace u P on him) easy, natural and quite 
° ° ther Pe ° ple - wonder, he was so dearly lovj 
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20. THE SURRENDER OF FADAK 

When the Jewish People of the fertile oasis of Fadak heard about the 
relatively mild way in which the Prophet had treated the people of 
Khaybar, they asked him to give them similar terms, and he agreed. 
In this way, the Jews of Fadak proved wiser than those of Qurayzah, 
Khaybar or Banu al-Nadir. Thus, no siege of Fadak was necessary 
and the fay (Land-tax) of Fadak was allotted as private property to 
the household of the Prophet (peace be upon him), and his relatives 
exclusively. This arrangement was decreed by the Qur’an itself: 

And whatever spoils of war Allah has given unto His Messenger from 
them against which you pricked neither horse nor camel, but Allah 
gives authority to His Messengers, over whomsoever He will Allah is 
Powerful over everything. [al-Hashr 59:6] 


21. THE YOUNG MAIDEN OF GHIFAR 

Ibn Hisham tells of a group of Ghifar! women (i.e. from the tribe 
of Banu Ghifar), who came to the Prophet (peace be upon him), as 
he was about to depart to Khaybar. They asked to accompany him 
so as to attend the wounded, and help the Muslims in any way they 
could. The Prophet (peace be upon him) told them to do so, with 
God s blessing. One of these women was quite young, and the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) took her on the back of his saddle. When they 
stopped next morning to pray, there was menstrual blood in the saddle 
where the young girl had been sitting. She clinched to the camels 
ck trying to hide it. The Prophet (peace be upon him) saw her and 
un erstood the cause of her embarrassment. He said, ‘put some salt in 
cha^rt” a ^ d , Wash il ’ and continue your ride with me.’ Such was the 

accommo 0 /! *° ph * (peace be him) easy, natural and quite 

a ive to other people. No wonder, he was so dearly loved^ 
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CHAPTER 8 


The Conquest ofMakkah 
and its Aftermath 


N A T “ E MOMENTUM FOR PEACE DUE TO HUDAYBIYAH 
o doubt, the successful conclusion of the Hudaybiyah Pact, and the 
subsequent peace agreements with the Jews of Khaybar and Fadak, 
after their defeat by the Muslim forces, created tremendous drive and 
momentum for peace in Arabia. The Prophet (peace be upon him), 
whose desire for peace was paramount, drove that momentum to its 
fullest. He was very clear that, in order to achieve total conversion 
of Arabia to Islam, he needed a period of peace so that Islam would 
spread, as a creed and as a way of life. The atmosphere of war was 
not congenial to the successful dissemination of ideas or religious 
movements. Once he obtained that period of grace, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) lost no time or opportunity to utilize it to the 
maximum. After the removal of the Jewish opposition, Islam was 
still left with two adversaries, the Quraysh and the desert Bedouins, 
especially those in the immediate or reachable vicinity of Madinah. 
It was quite true that the Quraysh represented the greatest enemy. 
But the desert Bedouins were not to be taken lightly. For one thing, 
they were unpredictable, and quite often they were driven to military 
exploits by sheer poverty. Since they were not far from Madinah, they 
represented a real hazard to the security of the city. Consequently, 
they had to be watched very closely, and the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) took good care of that by placing informants amongst them. 
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4. THE EXPEDITION TO MU'TAH 
A much bigger expedition, both in number and military and political 
significance, was sent to the north, in the southern part of Syria. The 
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lhe Muslims were c, a ton, eei, 

fou f • t >« «r„ „ m ™ b ' h “'r; f w - «■'« 

P«tch battle, and wrote himself as ^ " / h ’ knew that " «a 

m ost gallant, almost reckless wav V-’ ^ thuS he fought “ the 

himself. He plunged deep 

and left. He even dismount^ fr H u u ° f * he enemy ’ hitting ri 8 ht 
in hand to ha A dlsm ounted from h,s horse and engaged the enemy 

bodvwM, C ° mbat - ^ did n0t f3,J 3 “"til his whole 

body was bleedmg profusely. Ibn Hisham* described the scene saying: 

ayd fought carrying the banner of the Messenger ofGod high, until 
c plunged to death, due to the piercing of his body by the spears of 
the enemy.’ 

When Zayd fell, J a ‘far came forward, and took the banner from 
him; and he too fought with such courage and fearless determination, 
that he received more than seventy sword and spear cuts. When his 
right hand was cut, he took the banner in his left. When that hand too 
was cut, he took the banner between his two arms. Finally, he received 
a sword blow that cut him in two halves. Such was the bravery and the 
dedication of J a ‘far for his Lord and for his religion! (The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) later said that he was in Paradise, his two arms 
replaced by two wings, with which he could fly anywhere he liked, in 
those lavish gardens of Paradise. For this reason, /a ‘far became known 

as Ja ‘far al-Tayyar; the flying Ja ‘far.) 

When Ja ‘far fell, the third commander, ‘Abdullah ibn Ravvaha , 
came forward and took the banner of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
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of pure gold, facing each other in Paradise, and some of them were a 
littie bit behind, seemingly because they hesitated a iittie bit in front 
of the swords of the enemy. 
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‘ ^eciuingiy Decause they hesitated a iittie bit in front 

of the swords of the enemy. 

But Ja far I saw as an angel with two wings covered with blood, 
even the front parts of his wings were painted red with blood, the 
colour is the colour of blood, but the smell is the smell of Musk! 
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I Jj'hrwas greatly mourned by his wife, Asma bint Umays, ana 
I i«jlityof the Muslims. When the Prophet (peace be upon him 
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7. THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE FOR 
THE CONQUEST OF MAKKAH 

The immediate cause for the conquest of Makkah however, was the 
breaching of the Hudaybiyah Pact by the Quraysh, and their Bedouin 
allies, Banu Bakr. Banu Bakr, taking advantage of the unpreparedness 
of Banu Khuza‘ah, their traditional enemies, because of the peace 
granted by the Pact, launched a surprise attack, causing heavy 
casualties among them. When Khuza ah took refuge in the vicinity of 
the Sacred Mosque, Banu Bakr followed them therein, and continued 
to inflict heavy casualties on them. They were not inhibited or worried 
about violating the sanctity of the Sacred Mosque, saying, ‘So what? 
Everybody steals and commits all kinds of crimes in the vicinity of 
the Sanctuary!’ Khuza ah dispatched two delegations to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) at Madinah, one led by ’Ami ibn Salim of Banu 
£ ‘b and the other by Budayl ibn Warqa’ ai-Khuza t. The Prophet 
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Arabia. Makkah, the stronghold ofLh' SUpremac y of Islam in 
and cleansed of polytheism°fArab,an paganism must be overrun 

and take up theirarr^The^ 011 ca ^ edtheMusl h™ to mobilize 

the famJr ^ 

(peace h f „„ u- h ° rses of God be ready for battle.' The Prophet 
. • t D° n lm ^ as usual > did not immediately disdose his 

destination. But when he was about to set out, he indicated that he 
moving against Makkah. He prayed: ‘O God, take the eyes and 
ears of the Quraysh, so that we may take them by surprise!’ 10 


10. THE EPISODE OF HATIB IBN ABl BAITAAH 

Hatib ibn Abi Baltaah, a Companion of the Prophet of good standing, 
who had fought at Badr, feared for his son and family, who were still 
at Makkah. To win some favour with the Quraysh, so that his family 
would not be harmed, he wrote a letter to them informing them of 
the intention of the Prophet (peace be upon him) to invade Makkah. 
Gabriel informed the Prophet (peace be upon him) about the action 
of Hatib, and told him about the letter that he had sent with the freed- 
woman of Banu ( Abd al-Muttalib, who was on her way to Makkah , in 
such and such location. The Prophet (peace be upon him) sent Ah 
ibn Abi Talib and al-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam after the woman. She was 
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Hatib ibn Abi Balta‘ah, a Companion of the Prophet of good standing, 
who had fought at Badr, feared for his son and family, who were stiil 
at Makkah. To win some favour with the Quraysh, so that his family 
would not be harmed, he wrote a letter to them informing them of 
the intention of the Prophet (peace be upon him) to invade Makkah. 
Gabriel informed the Prophet (peace be upon him) about the action 
of Hatib, and told him about the letter that he had sent with the freed- 
woman of Banu ‘Abd al-Muttalib, who was on her way to Makkah, in 
such and such location. The Prophet (peace be upon him) sent Ah 
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be upon him) towards Makkah Con.™^ ° f the Pro P h « (peace 
(peace be upon him) at a pla ,, , <Jae " tly ’ he met the Prophet 
Muhajir. Until then, al- 'Abbas had /n "' ^ With his fama * as a 
traditional privilege of tt uLh “ Makkah ' ln ch ^of.he 

water. The Prophet ("near h '"T *" f ° provide the P^grims with 
stavine in M ^ 1 Up ° n h,m) Was c “ Wlth ‘Abbas* 

the nil ? ° 'Sparge that vital service of providing water to 

the pilgrims on behalf of the Hashimites. Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, and 
some notable Hashimites met the Prophet, and became Muslims 
Two notable Hashimites, and relatives of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), heard of his march to Makkah, no doubt from al- 
Abbas, and came out to meet him, and declare their acceptance of 
Islam. They were Abu Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib and 
‘Abdullah ibn Umayyah ibn al-Mughirah. At first, the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) refused to see them, because they were offensive to him, 
and to the Muslims at large. But his wife, Umm Salamah , intervened 
on their behalf, and the Prophet (peace be upon him) forgave them, 
and accepted them as Muslims . As to Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, he came 
out of Makkah, seeking information about the Muslims and their 
whereabouts. By chance, he met with al- ‘Abbas ibn c Abd ai-Mutjali , 
the uncle of the Prophet, who had come out on the white mu e o 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), hoping to advise the Quraysh 
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to the Prophet (peace be upon him), to ask his permission to chop off 
Abu Sufyan’s head. M- 1 Abbas recalled: T drove the mule hard so as to 
^tbeP^etipeacebe upon him) before ‘Umar, so that I might 
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Abu Sufyan then made an important amendment to his original 
announcement: ‘He who enters the house of Abu Sufyan is safe ! He 
who enters his own house , and shuts his door is safe/ And he who 
enters the Holy Mosque is safe!’ 

This time, the crowds obeyed him, and they dispersed quickly 
and quietly into their homes. 
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There was much commotion and rejoicing as the silei 
ipprehensive crowds suddenly came alive to the prospect of a rr 
freedom, a new beginning and a new all-embracing political a 
religious order. The Prophet (peace be upon him) then moved fr( 
! fcAncifnt House t0 Mount al-Safa, the very place where he fi 
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through • th e> had made the Pr ° phet (peace be upon him) go 
| ( ." r< p U ^^ L 1 ln ^ tWCnt ^ ^ ears or so that had elapsed since he announced 
h.s Prophethood to them. They could only expect the worst. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) started his sermon by praising 
God , as was his custom. Then he said: 

I bear witness that there is no God but God, Alone, He has no 
partner. He has fulfilled His promise, and made His servant 
victorious, and defeated the Confederates alone! All claims of 
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But nowhere did the Prophet (peace be upon him) show greater 
compassion and magnanimity than at the time when he conquered 
Makkah: 

a. First of all, he sternly instructed his commanders not to resort to 
any fighting on that day, and showed displeasure when he knew 
of the battle fought by Khalid, at the lower end of the City, *- 
Khandamah, and demanded an explanation for the inciden . 
was ^y satisfied, when he learned that Khdlid had only fought 
back against his attackers in self-defence. 
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HkQ uraysb were the elite of the Arabs who epitomized their 

qualities of intellect as well as character. 

The view that the Arabs were destined to play a major role in the 
Simanftkic nnWmrcoi r e \\g\ on \ s emphasized in the Qur’an itself. 


qualities of intellect as well as character. 

The view that the Arabs were destined to play a major role in t 
spread of this universal religion is emphasized in the Qur’an itsi 
lime and again, God reminds the Arab Muslims of His great favo 
J ndblessings upon them-. Says God in the Qur’an: 
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AU -^ in , A^rZlTt ° m * y^SSi 

y of our seed a nation subtntsZ (Mu * m > to >» 
places. nr,J + . ^missive to you. anri cL» 


-yrving. Andt 0ur Lord ' y yuu are the All-Hearing 

y of our seed a nation submis'iZ ™ (MusKm) 

P aces, and turn toward us (relent ° 1'°“’ Sh ° W us our H 
All-Merciful, and, our Lord VO u a * m the ^hnting, 
of them, who shall recite to them l am0ngthemaMesstn i"-™ 
Book and the Widsom and n v; T verses > and te «ch them the 


oug s am is a universal religion for all mankind, it is, at 
e same fIrne , the spiritual heritage of the progeny of Ishmael, son of 
A raham, of the Arab nation as a whole, and it is their primary and 
foremost responsibility, duty and privilege to uphold and convey it 
to humanity at large. 


16. A GREAT DAY AND A GREAT MOMENT 

As the Prophet (peace be upon him) stood there on Mount as-Safa, 
his face gleaming with Joy and delight, and a great sense of fulfilment, 
the crowd grew bigger and bigger. The Quraysh were almost certainly 
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jfitual Itgacy of Ishmael “d'heMcentn t0 thc 

rfy Ms ancestors, Ishmael and Abraham, had no\ 

iisiod/ofthe sons of Ishmael and Abraham, as cleaned and rescued 
ta the custody of paganism. To reinforce this sense of legitimacy, 
niitice, charity and fidelity, the Prophet called upon Uthman ibn 
Talhah,and gave him the keys of the Ka'bah. ‘Here! Take these keys, 
today is a day of charity and fidelity: Before that, l Ali ibn Abi Talib 

Hhhim°MK an ^ iS ^ ^ tpeace be upon him) to give the 
hwethe ptwie 8 e of *e custody of the Ka'bah in 
^'original privilege of giving water to tV, , ’ addltl0n to 
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the aristocracy of th r\ Islai «ic Arabia, with th k Wlth the 

the oracles of Hi h i Quraysh * an d that of the ref ' PnvileEesof 
eies of Hubal, and the other „n- V rell 8 10u s order of 

■'» men,, b,„ „„ the bloo ' d °“""» °<‘™*.h »d Taj 

much fighting and suffering in p re t s u T res P°n«ble for so 

usury, fornication and the buriH Q fv ’ t0ge,herwi,h 

not least, the worship of idols > oangguls alive, and last but 

the ancestors. * * WeU 35 excessive veneration of 

Ind W3S mCant t0 PreVent new outbreaks of ^ 

ghting, the second was meant to curb foul play with arms, 

eading to accidental and unnecessary loss of life. That is the 

reason for the heavy penalty of a hundred camels as blood 

ransom. The Bedouins had to be educated about the value of 

human life; as it was the gift of God, none should take it but God 

Himself. Thus if a life was taken by error, a ransom, and a heavy 

one, must be paid. A hundred camels was a lot of wealth, with 

fifty of them being pregnant, and served as a good and effective 

deterrent against such conduct, as led to wanton loss of life. 

The third notion was that the Holy Mosque should continue 
to have its sanctity as the House of God, rebuilt and raised b) 
Abraham and son IshmaeJ. The Holy Mosque was the spiritual 
heritage of all Muslims, especially of the sons oflshmael. So t e 
privileges of the custody of the house, and the watering of t e 
pilgrims were not abolished. They continued to be the pr.^ 
of the Muslims in general, Banu Shaybah and Bami Hash.m 

particular. 
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18. NAMES OF THOSE DECEASED DEAD, (EVEN IF 
THEE CHJNG TO THE CUHTAINS OE KA B AH) 

In exception to the general amnesty and pardon declared by 1 
Prophet (peace be upon him) to the people of Makkah, there we’ 
f w persons who were to he lulled, because of the exceptionally terr 
they had committed against the Prophet (peace be upon h 
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(peace be upon him) ^ S ave ' gir ' made her » ^ and «* 

Miqyas ibn < k - k L ed by AJf ibn Abi Talib. 

killed his brother by MuS ' im Wh ° 

and killed. ’ had fled t0 Makkah - He was seized, 

" J“n f f 1 ' ab0 «* ‘hose excepted from the 
cam /’ u fl ^ d to Yemen. However, h,s wife, who was a Muslim, 
came to the Prophet (peace be upon him), secured amnesty 
irn, t en went to Yemen and brought him back. ( Ikrimah 
converted to Islam , became a sincere Muslim and fought well in 
the defence of Islam. 

Sarah, the slave-girl of ( Abd al-Muttalib, used to compose 
abusive poetry about the Prophet (peace be upon him). She was 
supposed to be killed, but managed to meet the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), and ask his forgiveness, and he forgave her. All in 
all, the number of persons executed was very small indeed: three 
men and one woman, a facet which speaks a great deal about the 
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pro Phet ddressed 

Nothing, O Messenger of r j 
the Prophet (peace be upon h ? ° thing;an ^red,h e A - 

meaning that he wojfe the .dying isyl^J 

Prayed passionately that God u u * ^ them ln MadIna h! Then he 
2nd their future "" ‘ h ~" » *»* « «.2 


Khalid ibn al-Walld 


21. THE ERROR OF KHALID IBN AL WALID 


was sent to Banu Judhaymah ibn ‘Amribn ‘Abd 


Manat ibn Kinanah as a da'iyah, that is, to teach, not to fight, togethet 
with a number of the Muhajirin and Ansar. When he reached them, 
e called out. Put down your weapons, if you people have embraced 
Islam.’ 

The men put down their arms, but then Khalid seized and killed 
them by surprise. When ‘Abudllah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and 
Salim, the freed man of Abu Hudhayfah, attempted to stop him, he 
yelled at them. When the Prophet (peace be upon him) heard of the 
incident, he was very upset indeed. He faced the Holy Mosque, and 
raised his two hands towards heaven and prayed. 

‘O God, I am innocent before you of what Khalid had done. 
He said that phrase and repeated it three times. Then he dispatched 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, with a lot of money, to pay blood money for the 
deceased men, considered killed by mistake. ‘Ali apologized on behalf 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him) for the terrible error commute 

by Khalid. 
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l precedence in entering Islam. 

b. making the two Hijros to Abyssinia and to Madlnah. 
c participating in the expeditions (battles). 
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touluihEy caU«l fot a gathering to consider their posi»i°n vis-a-vs 
theProphet (peace be upon him) and the Muslims. That gathering was 
attended by the chiefs and leaders of Hawazin, Thaqif and some lesser 
tribes like Nasr, Jusham, Sa'd ibn Bakr and some clans of Banu Hilal. 
The powerful clans of Ka c b and Kilab of Banu Hudhayl stayed away 
h® the gathering, which was largely organized by Malik ibn ‘Awf the 
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Of battle. But Malik insisted on h ■ U ' re accordln S t0 the fortunes 
himself, if Ha wazin did not oh , J S St ” tegy ’ even threatening to kill 
the battle was fought as he planned" 1 ' ‘^^he got his way, and 


I. ANGELS SEEN FIGHTING WITH THE MUSLIMS 

Mdlik sent out a reconnaissance force which came back broken and 
defeated: ‘What happenedV asked Malik. ‘We met white men riding on 
black horses, wearing turbans and they struck at us such as you see!’ 


2. THE PROPHET SENT A SPY 

When the Prophet (peace be upon him) learnt of the encampment of 
the enemy, he sent one c Abdullah ibn Hadrad al-Aslami to infiltrate 
their ranks, and bring exact information as to their numbers, weapons 
and dispositions for battle. Ibn Hadrad did as commanded, and came 
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4 theprophet MARCHED TO HUNAYN 

», consisting of twelve thousand soldiers; ten from Madinah and 
iw thousand who had joined at Makkah. Utbah ibn Usayd was 
appointed governor of Makkah in the absence of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him). 

This army reached through a narrow and steep side of the vallev 
0 . unayn, when it was still dark before dawn. Here the MikI i m c 
lik "■ a severe ambush by Hawazin who b>T , S '' mS were 

‘jrong the rocks and defiles of the valley Th ^ themselve! 

*** fo a few hours of fightm a ^ k MusUms ’ lines wer< 

^Vanswered-'u Acacia Tree( 0ft , to P of hi s Vn - Y h ' 
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A1 * * bn Abi Talib. 

4 - Al- Abbas ibn ‘AhH i 

Abd al-Muttaiib. 

• Abu SufyQn ib n al w- •. 

9- Usamah ibn Zayd. 

, 0 rc”;tr— 

secretlv Plea! d' "7 ^ ^ ^ «*•> ** 

secretly pleased with the defeat of the Muslims. Abu Sufyan ibn Harb 

said, jestingly, These fleeing Muslims can only be stopped by the Red 

ea. Another, by the name Jabalah ibn al-Hanbal, brother of Sufyan 

ibn Umayyah (then still an unbeliever), said: ‘Today, the magic spell 

has been broken.’ 2 

But one Quraysh fighter told them to shut up, saying, ‘Be quiet or 
I will strike your face! By Allah, to have as a master one of the Quraysh 
is more to my liking than to have a master from Hawazin.’ 

5. THE PROPHET CHARGES AGAIN 
When about a hundred men, mostly from the Ansar, had assembled 
around the Prophet, he again charged the enemy, his face red with 
the fire of courage and determination shouting: ‘I am the Messenger 

° f A The Muslims charged with the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
and the fortunes of the battle were reversed by a tiny minor, y. 
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ad the captives of Hunayn, found a dead woman. Who lulled 
woman?’ he asked. 

•ft is Mid ibn al-Walid who killed her, 0 Messenger of AUah, 
they said. 

‘Tell Mid that the Prophet prohibits killing women, children 
or slaves .’ 3 
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W3S Ver y s mall indeed. Ibn Hish5 ayn ’ am ° n8theMuh ^ ri " a ndA I , S ar 
notable among which 

Usamah ibn Zayd. Their mother 1 B 3yd> maternal brother of 
nurse of the Prophet (peace be ** ® arakah ’ the Abyssinian, the wet 
names, but he says that a “5 ^ ** Sa ‘ d > S-es only three 

and Banu Rabab were killed So^ToftheBedouinsofBanuNasr, 

of the latter t l , , much so that a Muslim, apparently 

?he Pro h be ’? ' AJaS> the Ban ° Rabab ba - a « imbed!' 

R £ prayed for them: ‘° Aijah ' reward and compensate the 

Banu Rabab in their calamity.' It would appear that the Bedouins of 
anu a ab bore the brunt of the casualties, because they were the 
front battalions of the Muslims’ army, attacking Hunayn. It is these 
Bedouins who took to flight, when the battle started, thus causingthe 
initial defeat of the Muslim army. So, it would seem that they were 
not listed as casualties, because their names were not known by the 
historians. 


8. THE EXCLUSION OF THE ANSAR FROM THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SPOILS 

The accumulated spoils of the battle of Hunayn were huge. The 
tribes of Hudhayl, Thaqif and their allies were among the richest in 
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Hundred camels and forty ounces of silver. He said, ‘And mv son 
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1Dn Harithah € 
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80 t fifty 
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The Prophet (peace k 

Quraysh, who had done all thev § m* °T ^ and kin from the 
Muslims, and who obsmuc h " f harm the Pro P h ««*» ^ 
Muslim, until there was no th ° wh ° had not become 
the overwhelm! r ° ^ ° ptlon for them > but t0 submit to 

bitterly ’ g P ° Wer ° f 2 VICtoriou s Islam,’ the Ansar complained 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) heard about those murmurings 
and resentments of the Ansar. He called them for a meeting. When they 
were assembled in his council, he began: 4 ‘O men of the Ansar, what 
is this statement I have heard of you? And what is this resentment in 
your hearts against me? Did I not find you poor, and Allah made you 
rich? Were you not enemies of one another? And Allah softened your 
hearts towards each other, and gave you peace and reconciliation? 

The Ansar answered: ‘Yes indeed, Allah and His Messenger are 
most kind and generous/ 

The Prophet continued: ‘Why don’t you answer me, O Ansar? 

‘How can we answer you O Prophet of Allah? Kindness and 
generosity belongs to Allah and His Messenger/said the Ansar. 

The Prophet changed his tone so as to elicit a franker answer 
- . .1_ a: a cnpak their minds, out of love, respect 
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portion, 0 Messenger of Allah. 

9. A DEPUTATION FROM THE VANQUISHED 
HAW AZIN VISIT THE PROPHET 

* deputation from the vanquished tribe of Hawazin came to the 
ftophet (peace be upon him). They asked him to set free their cant 
and women. They said 'These Wl a a , SeXIreetheirca PtUrec 
mother,HaUmah as Sa'diyyah’ for Banh S ‘a 6 P6 ° Ple ° f y0Ur ^ oste 

Ie< t«est again hen tbe Prayer w ^ n °° n 'Praver tl ° l ° COrr 
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unable to o»e,„L i «“ ^T' “ ”«*» ^ * - 

tried tn US ? Catapu,t t0 She ° the cif y- but to no avail. Then he 

tried to storm it with wooden vans, filled with men, and pushed up to 

the walls; the vans were covered with leather so as to protect the men 
roin the enemy archers on the towers of the fortress. But Thaqifwas 
able to destroy their vans, by pouring hot iron down on them, and 
in this way setting them alight. A number of the Companions of the 
Prophet were killed by archers, and the Prophet’s army was forced to 
retreat a considerable distance, beyond the reach of the bowmen. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) saw that no good was going to 
come of that siege. Ta’if was a very rich city, and had food provisions 
that might last them many months, possibly years. Moreover, it would 
have been very costly, in terms of casualties, for the Muslims as well 
as for the enemy, if he were to take the city by force. There was no 
point in that, because Thaqif would eventually have no option, hut 


to become Muslims, as Arabia as a whole, and the two major 


tribal 


groupings, Quraysh, and Hawazin, had already accepted Islam. So, the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) called upon his army to depart. 

Before marching to Madinah, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
entered Makkah, once more, this time to perform the rites of the 
‘ Umrah , or the lesser pilgrimage. 
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rrELUen Islam had spread far and wide in Arabia, and 
the Quraysh and Hawazin were subdued, Zuhayr hurried to Madinah, 
ml bid in the bouse of one of his friends, until he could come to 
die Prophet (peace be upon him 1 ), and secure his pardon. Then he 

composed his famous and most charming poem,known as al-Burdah 

tamse the Prophet (peace he upon him) liked it so much that hi 
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1 he hand of the avenger 
Whose word is the word of truth 
Truly, the Messenger is a light 
Whence illumination is sought 
A drawn Indian sword. 
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nil N» b of the ninth year ° • n Raiab That was unusual, 

iwiiion of inarching against the Romans in R^ab/Thatw 

«t it was the Prophet’s habit not to disclose his military objectives. 
1 %did he depart from his custom on this occasion? It is thought 
that he did so, because he would be waging war against the formidable 
Romans and he wanted the people to make the necessary preparations. 
The expedition of Tabuk was also unique because the distance was 
so great, and it was summer time, with beat scorching, crops not vet 
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13. THE PROPHET ORDERS THE HOUSE 
OF SULAYM THE JEW, TO BE BURNT 
The hypocrites used to assemble in the house of Sulaym, a Jew 
from Madinah, to jest and joke about the orders to mobilize for war 
against the Romans. They discouraged the people against going out 
to meet the Romans, making fun of the Muslims’ confidence that 
they could beat them. The Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered 
that house to be burnt down. It was burnt down with the hypocrites 
assembled inside: Many of them sustained wounds because of the 
fire, one of them jumped out of the window, breaking his leg in the 

process. 
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, 'Abdullah ibnal-Muqaffa, 

f. Harim ibn ‘Abdullah, 
o 'Irbad ibn Sanyah al-Tazari. 


15. THE STORY OE THE THREE MUSLIMS 
WHO TAILED TO JOIN THE EXPEDITION 

Three Muslims, of good standing with the Prophet (peace be upon 
M and the Mu^ms, failed to join the expedition, for no good reason 

al ' mmkhalli fin i.e. 

They were - . 

a- K *Vibn Malik, 

b ' Mutaiah 'hna\-B.abi', 

C ' 
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) agreed h° ° M l ° ^ himselt 
let him approach her sexually Tn tb" u ’ U ' cautl0nedher 
old for that. y ' 3t $he replied *•“* Hilal 

Th f b0 h yC ,° n WaS al$0 es P ecial| y hard for Ka’b ibn Malik,a young 
n who had participated in all the previous battles. Because Ka’b 
loved the Prophet (peace be upon him), he could not abandon the 
congregational prayers. He would enter the Mosque, and give the 
greeting, but nobody would reply to him, even the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) used to look the other way, which hurt him the most. 
The other two Muslims stayed locked in their homes, until Allah 
pardoned them, and verses were revealed declaring that pardon, but 
not accepting their action of staying behind the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). Says Allah in the Qur’an: 

Allah has relented (turned) towards the Prophet and the Muhajnn 
and Ansar, who had followed him in the hour of difficulty, after the 
hearts of some of them well-nigh were aside, then He relented towards 
them surely Allah is Gentle to them, and All-Compassionate, 
te, the,heel who were left behind, until tehee them,It 

ZS for fee: » - - *—» ' 

( al-Tawbah 9:117-118] 
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to which he was exiled hy ‘Uthmanibn 'Man, because Abu Dharr 
ii'sajteed with the Caliph 'Uthman over the mv v, 
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was forbidden to pray in it.by Allah It 

Ptrar. That mosque was built by twehTme^f ’^™ Mos ^of 
names are given by Ibn Hisham. They finished l The " 

when the Prophet (peace be upon him wa K ng the m ^ue 
to the Battle of Tabuk. They came to the ProohT/ 0 ^h' 0 " hiswa V 
and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, we have built this^ 0 “ be f UP ° n him) 
the busy, and for rainy or cold nights, when we cannoTio ' ^ ^ 
come to your mosque! We would like you to come and 

that h T PeaCe ^ UP °" Him) WiShed * hem Wl1 - anc l said 
that he was about to set out for the Battle of Tabuk, but that when he 

will be back, he would come and pray with them, in their mosque. But 

when the Prophet (peace be upon him) marched for about an hour, 

and encamped at a place called Dhu Awan, Gabriel came and told him 

about the true purpose of the new mosque: that it was a mosque of 

opposition, and that he was forbidden by Allah to pray in it. At that 

point, the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered a group of the Ansar 

to go to Madinah and burn down that mosque. The group was headed 

by Malik ibn Dukhshum of the Ansar. The mission was carried out 

immediately and efficiently, and the mosque was burnt down with 

the hypocrites assembled inside. The Qur’anic verses revealed on the 

Mosque of the Opposition, run as follows; said Allah in the Qur an. 

And those who have taken a mosque in opposition and unbelief, and 
to divide the believers, and as an outpost for those who fought Allah 
and His Messenger before-time. They will swear; l We desire nothing 
but good: And Allah testifies that they are truly liars; stand there 
never! A mosque that was founded upon God-fearing from the first 
day, is worthier for you to stand in, therein are men who love to 
cleanse themselves, and Allah loves those who cleanse 
Why, is he better, who founded his building upon the fear of Allan 
and His good pleasure, or he who founded his building upon tie 
brink of a crumbling bank, tha, has tumbled with him unto the Ftre 
of Hell? And Allah guides not the wrong-doers. The budding y 
have built will not cease to be a (cause of) doubt mth.r,< * e " he “ “- 
unless (until) their hearts are cut into pieces. Allah ,s All-Knowmg, 

All-Wise. \al-Tawbah 9:107-110] 
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VlkaydiT ibn l Abd al-h/taliV., was the Christian client oi tVve Romans, 
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after his conversion to IsiamT ^ , ' Urwahib "Mas'ud, 

their isolation in Arabia a H u * Thaqif Came *<* -alize 

with the tribes aron^h " ^ inabi % *» ^ 

Islam Their h em> SInCe l ^ 0Se tnbes had converted to 

• usmess interests were severely curtailed, as nobody 

was prepared to deal with them. Gradually, they became prisoners 
in t leir own city, unable to venture outside, with nobody visiting 
them. Moreover, they lost much of their labour force, when a good 
number of their slaves ran away to the Prophet’s encampment when 
he was laying siege to at-Ta’if, and converted to Islam, and they were 
declared free men. 

So, Thaqif gradually awoke to the gravity of their situation. Since 
all other Arab tribes had adopted Islam, they could not contemplate 
war or conflict with them. One of their chiefs, Amr ibn Umayyah, 
was the first to analyze the situation and understand that something 
had to be done to end the isolation of Thaqif, -s-a-vis the Arab 
tribes, and the state of the Prophet (peace be upon him) m M^nah 
He conferred with another chief, ‘Abd Yalayl ibn Amribr, Um f 
who "greed that the position of Thaqif was no *£££*£ 
recognized that they were not SeCU ™ c ‘"fJ"° reat ris k. They decided 
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fcthe delegation approached Madinah, they found al-Mughirah 

ta'AbiShu'bah looking after the camels of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). The task of tending the camels of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) was rotational, and it was the turn of al-Mughirah ibn Abl 
SWbah.'Whenhe saw the delegation and understood tbeir intention 
towards Madinahto tell the Prophet (peace be upon him) the 
* n^leavingthe delegation at his station. On the wav V, 
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c. 


-V'ojrne Prophet Muhammad 

that they should not be required to break th • -j , 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) refused the first two demand, 
but conceded the third . They tried to get a lesser concession wllh 
regard to the first demand. They asked to keep al-Lat for two years- 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) again refused; then they suggested 
one year, again the Prophet (peace be upon him) refused; then three 
months, again he refused. Then they asked him to leave al-Lat for a 
month or even a few days, but the Prophet (peace be upon him) was 
adamant that al-Lat be destroyed, at the first possible opportunity. As 
for salat , he told them that it was the prime pillar of Islam. Whoever 
failed to perform prayer, would not be regarded as a Muslim. 

As for the third demand, which the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
had conceded, he appointed al-Mughirah ibn Abi Shu bah, and Abu 
Sufyan ibn Harb, to carry out the destruction of al-Lat and all the 
other idols of Thaqif. The Prophet (peace be upon him) also appointed 
Aban ibn Abi al- ‘As, as the Amir over Thaqif. He was very young, but 
most learned in the Qur’an and sunnah. The Prophet (P-c^upon 
him) also wrote them a letter, containing instructions to 
by them in Ta’if. 
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Hr, the ancestor of the Quraysh. Banu Tamim were duly impresse 
lifHassan’s poem, and felt obliged to acknowledge the superiority of 
the Prophet’s position. Az-Zibriqan, then got up and said: 

‘By my father, this man has a ready helper! His orator and his 
poet are better than ours, and their voices are sweeter than ours!’ 

In the end, Banu Tamim accepted Islam, and the Prophet (peace he 
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2. DIMAM IBN THA ‘LABAH, THE QUICK-MINDED DEPUT 

Dimam ibn Thu ‘Jabah was sent by his people, the Ban u Sa ‘d ibn BaJ 
to find out about the Prophet (peace be upon him). Being a ma 
of quick mind and keen eye, he recognized the Prophet (peace b 
upon him) as such, asked him a few questions and set out on his vva 
home. 


When the people assembled around him, he told them that Islam 
was a true and noble religion from God Almighty, that Muhammad 
was truthful and that idol-worshipping was indeed a false and 
irrational religion. Being respected and trusted by his tribe, they all 
converted to Islam on his advice. This incident tells us something 
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3. THE COMING OF AL-]ARUD IBN AMR 

.il-Iarud ibn ‘Amt ibn Hartash accepted Islam, because he was moved 
hthe generosity and fairness of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 
"lien a member of his tribe asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
topay off his debts, the Prophet (peace be upon him) immediately 
‘fed' But when al-larud himself asked him permission to take ' , 

"is possession any stray camels on the road the P u mt ° 

“ponhim) refused and warned against that h (peaCe be 
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5. THE CONVERSION TO ISLAM OF 
THE CHRISTIAN 'ADIYYIBN HATIM 
I h.s was the son of the famous Arab chief of the tribe of Tayy.Hatim 
a Ta i. He was a Christian, and he said he felt a consuming hatred for 
the Prophet of Islam, when he first heard of him. When Muhammad’s 
army was advancing against Tayy, ‘Adiyy i bn Hati m fled to Syria. 
But his sister, who was taken captive by the Muslim soldiers, and 
subsequently freed, went to him in Syria and praised the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). She told him that it was not befitting of him, 
being the chief, and the son of a chief, to be on the run abroad. She 
asked him to come back, and meet the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
and find out for himself about Islam. Nobody was going to compel 
him to accept it. It was his free choice, and if he did not like Islam, he 
could walk away with dignity. But should he accept Islam, he would 
be reinstated as the chief of his people Tayy. 
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COme to Makkah from Qadisiyya^ 0 ?’ a ’ *« W0 ™" began 

sound. The third promise of abL ^ ^ ^ «* and 
during the reign of the fifth Caliph 'U I ™ 5 realized later on, 

Umayyad Dynasty . 3 P Umar lbn Abd al- 'Aziz, of the 


7. THE COMING OF AL-ASH ‘ATH IBN QAYS 
THE KING OF KINDAH 

ie ings of Kindah were probably the strongest kings of Yemen, 
a . ramawt and the eastern parts of Arabia, whereas the Quraysh 
were the kings and nobility of Hijaz, and the western region of Arabia. 
From Kindah came the famous poet, Imra’ al-Qays, who is said to 
have exploded the Arabic language, that is, added so many words, 
expressions, idioms, rhymes and rhythms that it became very rich 
and wide in scope. From Kindah too came the famous philosopher 
and physician, Abu Ya'qub Ishaq al-Kindi, who was the first Arab 
philosopher to study and transmit Aristotle’s logic and philosophy. 
The kings of Kindah were rich and civilized people. They wore 
elaborate striped robes embroidered with silk. They made their hair 
in a very beautiful way and they put kohl in their eyes to enhance their 
looks. When the Prophet (peace be upon him) saw them, he did not 
like their lavish costumes, especially he did not like the wearing of silk. 
He therefore asked them, if they had accepted Islam, and when they 
answered in the affirmative, he added, ‘Why do you wear silk, then?’ 
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ilotimong those Arab tribes, especially to the east an 
Makkah. And to secure his safe passage, he would remind those Arabs 
that he was the son of the Eater of Bitter Herbs. The Prophet (peace 
he upon him) then added that he was the descendant of al-Nadr ibn 
Kinanah, and that a man should be linked, genealogically speaking, to 
his paternal side, and not maternal ancestors and, no offence meant 
« must not disown one’s father.’ On hearing this al-AsbVb , 
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‘Then I will in l. L P Ph (peacebeu P° nhim )- 

Mu'adh. thC of the Prophet,’ answered 

you dor $UPPOSe yOU didn,t find an L M P there, either, wha, will 

x, <-ji rop het (peace be upon him) confirmed his questioning of 
t ’ measure ~up, the extend of his knowledge and wisdom! 
Then I wiJJ seek out my best judgement, and spare no effort to 
find the right ruling/ replied Mu adh emphatically. 

Praise be to God, Almighty, Who has guided the messenger of 
the Apostle of God to what would please God’, said the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), quite impressed and pleased with the wisdom and 
prudence of Mu'adh ibn Jabal. 

This exchange became a hallmark of Islamic jurisprudence, 
because it demarcated the three foundational pillars of Islamic 
jurisprudence. The basic sources of all Islamic legislation are : 
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n meant ,1yds based on a text (i.e. directly or indirectly). By general 
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1 ' Mu adh ibn Jabal, leader of the H i 
2 'akJ ' tb delegation. 

Abdullah ibn Zayd. 

3 - Malik ibn 'Ubadah. 

4- Uqbah ibn Nimr. 

5 - Malik ibn Murrah 

bviously, there were others (lesser jurists) to whom the Prophet 
peace be upon him) had alluded by the expression ‘and their 
companions. The Prophet (peace be upon him) commended those 
jurists, and their companions very highly and advised the kings of 
Himyar to respect them, and treat them in the best manner. He praised 
them as pious and knowledgeable men, the best of his people. 

Further, the Prophet (peace be upon him) had written, for the 
nobles of Himyar, an elaborate document addressed to the kings, to 
teach them their religious duties and obligations, and howto discharge 
them. He ordered them to practise the following pillars of Islam: 

a. To perform salah, as best as it should; 

b. To pay zakat, and the fifth of the booty; 

c. To perform hajj (pilgrimage to Ma kkah) whenever possible. 
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Himyar to Islam, and kept secret what is confidential, so I order 
you to treat him well. 1 have sent to you some of the best of my 
Companions, pious and learned men, and 1 order you to treat 
them well, for they must be respected. Peace be upon you, and the 
mercy and the Blessings of God. 
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importance of Zakat , and educate the nobles of Him 
go about collecting it, together with jizyah and booty ^ ° n h ° W to 
Another significance of the Prophet’s emphasis on the n 
of Zakat has something to do with the fact that the MusHm S tatT 
an obligate towards the poor, the needy and thet ^ 
caters for such things as their safety, their health and education and 
that of their children. Not only this, but also if they are travelling they 
become entitled to Zakat allowances, even if they are rich at home 
because they are termed ‘ Abir Sabil (wayfarers). Another category 
recipients of Zakat, is those termed ( Al-Gharimin\ i.e. those who have 
incurred debts which they cannot repay. Thus, in a sense, an Islamic 
State is a welfare state, catering for the basic needs of the under¬ 
privileged. It has an Islamic responsibility towards the poor and the 
dispossessed. Having compassion and mercy towards the weak and 
the needy, is a basic feature of an Islamic State. The Qur’an tells the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) that he has been sent by 
God Almighty as a Mercy unto Mankind: We have not sent you except 
as a Mercy unto Mankind. [Al-Anbiya 21:107] 

We saw earlier that the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered 
the nobles of Kindah not to wear silk clothes. This is another aspect 
of how Islam organizes economic and financial matters. The basic 
philosophy behind this system of Islamic Economy is that of wealth 
preserving and wealth-sharing between the rich and the poor. Wealth 
shall not to be the monopoly of the rich few, nor should it be allowe 
to be squandered through foolish and irrational extravagancy a 
indulgence in meaningless luxury! Lavish spending, and those en S 8 
in it are condensed in the most harsh and uncompromising way. ey 
are singled out as the cardinal cause of the destructions of town P 
and cities. The Qur’an rules against the monopoly of wea t y 
rich people: 

What God has bestowed on his Apostle, (taken) from the J. 

the township, belongs to God, to His Apostle, and to the in re 
the orphans, the needy and the wayfarer ... In order that it we 
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ordered to treat them well, and stay for some time to teach them the 

principles of Islam as well, as some surahs of the Qur an. But should 
drey refuse to accept Islam,he was ordered to attack them. He did this, 
and then asked them to name their delegation to meet the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). 

When they came before the Prophet (neacp , 

asked them how it was that they always foueht P on him), he 

They expired that they were l v T T ^ Were never 
fought united, and that thev „ . 6 never divided but 

»ts. Aey »5»iated hostilities ^ 

f he Prophet (peace V, 01 aCted *S 
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of the Arabs and th H Y ° f the Q^aysh 1, Wquen «of 

would also appear that some of those Amb" h ' m) mUCh earller >< 
come to the Prophet (peace be upon h f " 0t at libert V *° 
and religious allegiances, or that they werTh ° f&r thdr political 

r hesitated ’ were reminded that it was incumbent on 
tnem to come, and offer their political and religious allegiance, to 
the authority of the Prophet (peace be upon him). The Prophet used 
the occasion of these meetings to become acquainted with them, and 
they had the chance to get acquainted with the new political order 
of Islam. He also used the occasion, to teach them the principles 
of Islam, paramount among them was Salat and Zakat. Those 
deputations were very colourful occasions, and a great deal took place 
during them. The Prophet (peace be upon him) showed an excellent 
understanding of the names and characters, of the chiefs of the major 
Arab tribes, and he used that knowledge to endear Islam to them. He 
also treated them very well, and confirmed them in their positions as 
- 1 ; what he did with the 


aiau ucdicu mem vci y wcu, anu tuimnncu uiwn m r- 

tribal chiefs or kings as the case was. That was what he did with the 
kings of Kindah, and the kings of Himyar of Yemen. It was certainly 
a very wise policy to recognize the positions of men, and confirm 
them in their status. The year of deputations marked a new stage in 
the history of Islam, and the state of Madinah. The Prophet (peace 
upon him) started to look beyond Arabia, in particular to think ab 
the threats and challenges coming from the North (the Romans) an 
the East (the Persians). 
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State cannot coexist peacefully with other non-Musi m States 
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resists and fights such regimes. According to these orientalists what 
jihad (or holy war) is designed for is to wage war against the infidel 
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Let there be no compulsion in religion■ truth sto„a 
falsehood. Whoever rejects tyranny, and believes in AUahh™ ^ 
the strong rope that never breaks. [al-Bac,arah 2a%] g ^ ped 

And say: The truth is from your Lord let h„„ u , 

m^en^ h ' m 

Therefore remind them (by giving admonitions) for you are just 
a reminder. You are not a controller over them. [al-Ghashivah 
88 : 21 - 22 ] 7 

Could you compel people to become believers (in Allah)? 
[Yunus 10:99] 

We know best what they say, and you are not a controller over 
them: so admonish with the Qur'an whoever fears My warning... 
[Qdf 50:45] 

All these Qur’anic verses are Muhkam verses, i.e. definite, not 
allegorical. They are not known to have been abrogated, so they 
naturally hold. No reason exists at all to think that they have been 
overruled. But orientalist Khadduri says that the so-called sword verse 
has abrogated them. 

According to Khadduri, the verses of the sword are verse numbers 
5, 29 of Surah al-Tawbah: 

When the sacred months are passed, then fight and slay the idolaters, 
whenever you find them, and seize them, and beleague them ana 
ambush them by every possible strategem (of war). 

But if they repent, and establish regular prayers, and give a at, 
make way for them, for God is All-Forgiving, All-Merciful. 

[ al-Tawbah 9:5] 

This is the verse of the sword indeed, but its ml * lta !7 ? 
response to that of the idolaters of the Quraysh. It was t e ^ 
who persecuted Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
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War and Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

Khadduri also gave another verse of Surah al-Tawbah which he 
counted as the second and principal verse of the sword: 

Fight those who believe not in God, nor the Last Day, nor hold that 
forbidden which has been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor 
acknowledge the religion of Truth (Islam), from those who are the 
People of the Book, until they pay Jizyah, with willing submission, 
and until they feel themselves subdued. [al-Tawbah 9:29] 

There are a number of remarks which we must first make with 
reference to the above verse: 

Although the verse refers to the People of the Book, in a way, 
that refers both to the Jews and Christians of the time, yet the Arabic 
text clearly indicates that this reference is not absolute or general. The 
Arabic expression ( minal-ladhina ) clearly indicates that the reference 
here is to a certain faction, from among the People of the Book, who 
are characterized as: 

• Not believers in God; 

• Not believers in the Last Day; 

• Non-practising (i.e. they did not observe what God had made 
forbidden); 

• Not acknowledging or recognizing anything in common with 
(the religion of Truth namely Islam). 

If we put this verse in historical perspective, it becomes quite 
clear whom it is referring to. It is definitely not referring to the 
Christians in Arabia at that time, who were described elsewhere as 
believers in God and the Last Day, who uphold religious values and 
obligations. Most importantly, these People of the Book maintained 
peaceful and even cordial relations with the Prophet of Islam, and 
from the start opted for and accepted the citizenship of the Madlnah 
State. Those were the Christians of Najran in the Yemen, to the south, 
and the Christians of the Banu Taghlib to the north of Madinah. Both 
Christian groups were of Arabic stock, visited the Prophet (peace be 
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people either, and some of them took Judaism as a sort of national^ 
Together with this, they were given to belligerency and conflict' ThT 
were quite rich, but a substantial source of their wealth came from the 
fact that they were makers and traders of weaponry. So it was in their 
interest to fan wars and military conflicts, out of which they stood 
to gain handsome dividends. They were also quite lax in their way of 
living, given to wine drinking, and the practice of usury. Therefore, 
it was quite obvious that the Jews of that time and place were the 
ones meant in the above verse, and not the Arab Christians. The 
advocacy of hostilities with them was dictated by their belligerent 
and aggressive attitudes towards the Prophet and the Muslim State of 
Madinah! In a way, it is a reaction to their misdeeds, and scheming, 
against the Muslims. 

This reading of those verses which Khadduri called the ‘sword 
verses’ and which he claimed abrogated the verses advocating tolerance 
cited above, is not borne out by the facts of history. Moreover, 
Khadduri has never demonstrated that these verses were abrogated. 
Khadduri’s failure to read those verses in their historical perspective 
is responsible, in a large measure, for his inability to read correctly 
the Islamic theory of international relations. In addition to this, he 
failed to take into account the cordial relations that existed between 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Christians of Najran and 
those of Banu Taghlib. 

It is really surprising that Khadduri should fail to read the Qur an 
in a more comprehensive and objective way, given that he was of 
Arabic stock, and knew the Arabic language and culture. For there 
is an abundance of Qur’anic verses which admonish the Muslims to 
maintain cordial relations with the People of the Scripture genera y, 
so long as they do not wage war on, or start hostilities with t e 
Muslims. We will quote just one clear and comprehensive Qur anic 
verse as an example: 

God forbids you not, with regard to those who did not fight you 

because of your faith, nor did they drive you out of your homes, 
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above the dream (.narrated in Muslim historical sources: Ibn Hisham 
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The Prophet was angered by her remark. 

‘0 ‘A’ishah you have just uttered a word that, if it were mixed 
with the ocean, it would have made it dirty! Moreover, how could 
you call her a Jewess when she has embraced Islam, and become a 
good Muslim!’ 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to treat the Jews of 
Madinah, who opted to stay after the banishment of their settlement, 
with obvious compassion and care. He continued to have commercial 
dealing with them, including borrowing money from them. It was 
said that when the Prophet (peace be upon him) died, his shield 
was mortgaged to a Jew. When the Prophet was living in Makkah 
before the hijrah, he had a Jewish neighbour, who used to throw 
garbage in the Prophet’s yard, almost every day. Then the throwing 
stopped for some time. The Prophet (peace be upon him) went to 
visit his Jewish neighbour, to see what was wrong with him, that he 
stopped throwing garbage in his yard, and he found him ill in bed. 
The Prophet continued to visit him and send gifts to him, until he 
became well again. The Jew was so moved by the Prophet’s behaviour 
that he embraced Islam. 

The Prophet’s second Caliph, ‘Umar ibn al Khattab, found one old 
Jew begging in the streets of Madinah. He was moved by compassion, 
at this sight, that he ordered for a permanent pension from the state 
treasury. The Caliph ‘All ibn Abi Talib, the fourth Caliph, contested 
the ownership of a shield with a Jew, who had actually stolen it from 
him. But the Muslim judge, finding the evidence advanced by ‘All 
inconclusive, gave his verdict in favour of the Jew. 

It is not our purpose here to enter into a lengthy discussion of 

e status of non-Muslims in a Muslim State. That status is outlined 
be u & T‘^ n ' tSe ^ anC * ^ eta ^ e< ^ * n sunnah of the Prophet (peace 
study lm ^ ^ Ut ^ sub i ect bes beyond the scope of the present 
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,, m k verY accommodating and conciliatory towards other 
„ acknowledges Moses and Jesus Christ, as true and 
authentic Apostles of God Almighty. Muslims are allowed to mix 
freely with the People of the Book: 

. To eat their food; 

. To visit their homes and invite them into their Muslim homes; 

. To marry their women, without requiring them to convert to 
Islam and; 

. To be kind and charitable to them, so long as they maintain 
peaceful relations with the Muslims. Many Qur’anic verses 
emphasize these notions. 


In addition, the Qur’an advises courteous dialogue, and friendly 
and kind exchanges with the People of the Book: 

Do not argue with the People of the Book unless you do so in the 
fairer way - except in the case of those of them who do wrong, and 
say, we believe in what has been revealed unto us and what has been 
revealed unto you, and our Lord, and your lord is One and the same 
and we are submissive unto Him. [al- l Ankabut 29:46] 

The emphasis here is on dialogue, and not conflict, emphasizing 
what is shared rather than what is controversial, valuing friendly 
relations, rather than hostilities. Islam commends exchange of views 
ialogue and not clash between societies and civilizations, 

f Ver ^ we ^ ^ at luminous truth will triumph at the end 
of the day: Says God, in the Qur’an: 

true authp ^ ^ as ? ent Messenger with the true guidance, and the 
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WarMd Peace in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 

, nar'anic verse which singled out the Madinan lews as foremost 
t enemies of Muslims must have been revealed a, that time, when 
between Muslims and lews reached their climax of mistrust, 
relation!* (Muhammad), the most hostile of men 

£221" « i and the polytheist, and you will find the 
neatest of them in affection to those who believe are those who say: “Surely 
we are Christians that is because, there are among them priests and monks, 
and because they were not proud 

This verse, if read in conjunction with verse 5:51 raises the question of 
whether this hostility between Muslims and Jews is an eternal one, or one 
merely anchored in historical accidents related to the Madman Jew? Or is it 
perhaps anchored in an ever-lasting clash between cultural identity of the 
two groups? One factor militating against the second possibility is that the 
Muslims and Jews of Madinah did enjoy an interval of peace, mutual love 
and friendship in the pre-Badr period. That this did take place is, in part, 
attested to by the Qur’anic injunctions to the Muslims to cease regarding the 
Jews of Madinah as friends and confidence, injunctions to which we have 
been referring. Another reason, which tends to mitigate against the second 
possibility, is also provided by the status of Ahl al-Kitab , accorded to the 
Jews by the Quran itself. However, this issue is a complex one, and it could 
very well turn out that the hostility in question is not a passing facade, but 
of some groups, as a matter of fact. Though, theoretically speaking, peaceful 
coexistence remains an open possibility. 

2. In the first year of the Hijrah, The Prophet (peace be upon him) made a 
pact with the Jews of Madinah, laying down the following terms: 
a. Anyone of the Jews, who joined us (as a citizen of Madinah), will be 
efended, protected and helped, on equal footing with other citizens, 
not wronged or abandoned. 

The Jews will contribute towards the expenditure of war, and will join 
as fighters if they so-wished. 

rfl ITT" U1 be part of H>e Untmah of Islam , as citizens; however they 
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War and Pence in the Life of the Prophet Muhammad 


do not (® yet) believe but say “We 


surrender” for belief has not yet entered 
’anic verses which seem to give a very strong 


Qur'anic scheme of things, civility and urbanism 
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are by far the favourite mode of living and his constant condemnation of 
civility and city-dwelling in his famous Muqaddimah. 

Al-Waqidi: al-Magh&d, Vol. 1 (No date given) see his account of the Battle 

of Uhud. 
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15. Al-Waqidi vol. 1. 

16. Ibn Sa'd al -Tabaqat al-Kubrd , vol. 2, page 40, Dar Sadir, Beirut (No date 
given). 

It is narrated by some sirah sources, that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) vowed, in the wake of the martyrdom of Hamzah, his uncle, and the 
mutilation of his body by Hind bint Abi Sufyan, to mutilate the bodies of 
thirty of the Qurayshite polytheists, but God forbade him from doing so. 
Vide, Surah al-Nahl (16:126); also ibn Hisham, vol. 3, page (101). 

18. Ibn Sa'd: al-Tabaqdt al-Kubrd , vol. 2, page 44, Dar Sadir, Beirut, (No date 
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or enthusiasm, or even slipped out of the camp, secretly and without taking 
permission from the Prophet (peace be upon him). But the Qur’an exposed 
their ill designs. Says Allah in the Qur an, exposing the hypocrites’ misdeeds 
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H*r and Peace in the l ife of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), seeks 
u ' bring into sharper focus the relevance of the Prophet’s exemplary life in our 
timev In doing so, the misperception is allayed that Islam is inextricably linked with 


violence 7 hat Islam preaches and practises the ideals of peaceful coexistence and 
freedom of faith is brought home with reference to the elucidation of the Qur anic 


verses which allow Muslims to wage war, if necessary. The same truth is illustrated 
b\ analyzing the Prophet’s conduct in war and his measures for ensuring peace. All 
the major battles in the early history of Islam are studied in the wider context of 
Islamic teachings on war and peace . 
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